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Mon, Jan 1, 1917 ARRAS SECTOR, NEUVILLE ST VAAST, LA FOLIE SECTION,
FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery showed the usual activity; fired on enemy working parties and enemy
works and trenches. Enemy’s artillery was active, and fired on GOODMAN, ALBANY and
ROSS ST. – QUARRIES LINE – LA PORTIQUE DUMP and PYLONES TRENCH. The
shells were chiefly 77.mm. T. Mortars. Our Stokes showed the usual activity. Fire was
scattered on enemy trenches, crater posts and wire. Much damage was done and retaliation to
enemy darts was effective. Enemy’s fire not so active a few rounds were fired on P.74. and
P.75. also on O.64 and O.65. Rifle grenades. Our rifle grenade batteries were very effective,
particularly on enemy crater posts and post behind B.4. Enemy R.G. fire always stopped
when out Stokes retaliated. M.G. fire. Our M.G’s were active during the night firing on
enemy communications and our Lewis guns dispersed an enemy patrol at 10.p.m. Sniping.
Our snipers claim two hits on enemy working party about A.4.central. There was also a sure
hit on man in GRANGE crater post opposite out No.2 post. Little enemy sniping.

Patrols. A patrol from the R.C.R. went out from our post on ALBANY and crossed the crater
and commenced cutting enemy wire near an enemy post, when three of enemy were seen
coming down trench. Our patrol was forced to retire as the ground afforded no protection.
Several posts were located and wire is reported strong in this vicinity and of heavy concertina
type. Movement. An enemy working party was dispersed by artillery at A.4.b.2.2. –
S.29.a.05.00. is a suspected H.Q. a sentry was stood at this spot. – S.22.a.2.4. two men seen
repairing barbed wire.

Much overland movement was seen in rear of BROADMARSH CRATER. Considerable
movement was also seen between Mill and THELUS, and on the LENS ARRAS ROAD.
Trenches & Works. A white tape has been stretched from A5.a.1.7. to A.5.c.3.6. Small
working parties were seen repairing trenches at A.5.a.4.3. - A.5.c.3.6. and A.5.b.5.8.

Casualties :- 42nd Bn. Lieut. L.H. PHILLIPS slight wound in head by snipers bullet.
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Tue, Jan 2, 1917 ARRAS SECTOR, NEUVILLE ST VAAST, LA FOLIE SECTION,
FRANCE

Artillery. Out artillery active during the day firing on enemy H.Q. at S.29.c.20.60 –
S.29.a.05.00., LA FOLIE FARM and other known H.Q. and strong points in enemy lines.
Between 7.30.p.m. and 12.30 a.m. the artillery were active firing on enemy communications
and roads in rear to catch enemy during suspected relief.

Enemy’s artillery active. 100 rds of 77.mm. were fired on GOODMAN and ALBANY Com.
Trenches, support line and P.S.73. About 35 rds were also fired on CHASSERY DUMP,
PORTIQUE DUMP and NEUVILLE ST VAAST. T. Mortars. Our Stokes guns were very
active. Considerable damage was done to enemy front line and wire in vicinity of WATLING,
LITCHFIELD, CHASSERY, TWINS and BROADMARSH CRATERS. Enemy’s T. mortars
were not so active as usual. 55 T.M’s, light and Heavy, were fired on O.64., P.75 – 77 – 78
and Birkin. The H.T.M. fired from direction of VERNON CRATER and the shell makes a
crater 15 ft. deep by 30. ft. in diameter. Bombing & Rifle Grenades. Our rifle grenade
batteries were particularly active between 9.p.m. and midnight in order to interfere with
suspected enemy relief. Enemy’s R.G’s were active on the right section during the morning.
M.G. fire. Our M.G’s very active at night. Enemy communication trenches, roads and routes
were swept to interfere with enemy relief. Out Lewis Guns were also active and fired on
enemy saps and posts. Sniping. Four hits claimed by our snipers. Patrols. A patrol under
Lieuts. Studd, and McDonald went out between PATRICIA and BIRKIN CRATERS.
Enemy post on TIDZA was found to be unoccupied. A roll of concertina wire was seen
stretched along lip of PATRICIA CRATER. At 5.30.a.m. a small party of Germans were
seen approaching our wire between GRANGE and TIDZA. They were dispersed by Lewis
gun fire. Movement. Much movement observed on the LENS – ARRAS RD also at
BROADMARSH CRATER at dawn and dusk. Our M.G’s and Lewis guns were active on this
point. Movement in small parties was seen at several points in enemy C.T’s, and repairing
trenches etc. Trenches & Works. New work is [inserted: in] progress at the Mill,
A.6.c.7½.9. ; work also continues at A.5.c.5.2. Fresh earth also thrown up along tape line at
A.5.a.2.5. Enemy also placed new wire in gaps caused by our fire near DURAND and
BROADMARSH. Aircraft. Considerable activity. Several enemy planes crossed our lines
and flew in N.W. direction. Our planes were also active.

Casualties :- Nil.

Wed, Jan 3, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery continued active and fired on enemy strong points, T.M.
emplacements and trench junctions. Enemy’s artillery was exceptionally quiet. A few
77.mm. were fired on Parallel VIII and into NEUVILLE ST VAAST. T. Mortars. Our
Stokes less active than usual. Considerable damage was done to enemy trenches between
DUFFIELD and BROADMARSH. Enemy’s H.T.M. fire caused considerable damage to
ROSS ST., P.78 and Sombard line. Our “P” line between B.4. and B.5. craters – O.62. were
fired on with Light and Medium T.M’s. M.G. fire. Our M.G’s displayed the usual night
activity. Enemy’s M.G’s were also fairly active. Patrols. The usual defensive patrols were
out during the night. Movement. Small parties were seen at the following points :- A.6.c.5.6.
– A.12.a.2.7. – A.5.a.4.8. – S.29c.3.5. – S.22.a.1.5. and a large party was seen at S.29.c.1.9.
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They were seen to enter the SWISCHEN STELLUNG Com. Trench. Other small parties were
seen here during the day. Artillery were notified and registered on this spot.

Trenches & Works - Enemy H.T.M’s were active S.28.b.30.19. and S.28.c.80.95. A new
T.M. emplacement was seen at S.28.a.1.5. This is a double emplacement the guns being
about 15 yards apart. Wire has been strengthened at A.4.a. between Watling and B.4. craters.

Casualties :- R.C.R. 3 killed and 2 wdd. P.P.C.L.I. – 1 killed and 3 wdd.

Thu, Jan 4, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 9.2’s fired 135 rds on Josephine No.1 and 2. and on new Trench M.
emplacement at S.22.a.1.5. Other strong points in enemy’s lines were also fired on. Our
lighter artillery were active firing on enemy trenches and dispersing working parties. Enemy’s
artillery not so active as usual. 25 rds of 4.1. were fired on Goodman and Albany and 8 rds on
S.27.b. at 3.30.p.m. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 182 rds at various targets along our
front and also succeeded in stopping enemy dart fire. Enemy’s T.M. fire comparatively
quiet. 6 H.T.M’s fell in vicinity of Ross St. about 1.p.m. Their light T.M’s fired on P.73 and
in front of P.76-77 and 78. Bombing & Rifle grenades. Usual activity in vicinity of Albany,
Devon and Birkin saps. M.G. fire. The usual night firing was carried out on enemy
communications by our M.G’s and Lewis guns. Enemy’s M.G. fire not active. Sniping. At
S.21.b.9.1. two men were hit by our snipers but not fatally as they were seen to crawl away
later. Patrols. Usual patrols out but have nothing to report. Movement. Considerable
movement seen during the day at S.29.a.05.00, Headquarters, and La Folie Farm. Much
movement was seen along the Les Tilleuls Road. A party of 12 men were also seen at
A.5.a.2.2. These men were walking overland and were fired on by our snipers and one is
believed to have been hit. Movement in one’s and two’s was seen at various other points in
rear of enemy lines. Trenches & works. Much fresh earth and chalk seen at S.28.a.30.90.
S.22.c.8.6. a large mound of earth was seen here. Two spots were observed which appeared to
be covered with camouflage grass. At A.4.d.7.5. there is a suspected O.P. Aircraft. Our
own and enemy aircraft active.

Casualties :- P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.R. killed 2 O.R. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 O.R. acc. wdd.

Fri, Jan 5, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery displayed the usual activity. The heavies fired on T.M. emplacements,
trench junctions and positions, considerable damage being done. Our Field artillery fired on
points where movement had been seen and dispersed enemy working parties.
Enemy’s artillery was again quiet. A few scattered rounds of 77.mm. on GOODMAN, P. line,
GIVENCHY ROAD, and BIRKIN and COMMON saps. Many of these were duds. T.
Mortars. Our Stokes were active and fired on enemy posts, saps, wire and trenches and in
retaliation to enemy darts.
Enemy’s H.T.M’s were particularly active. Between SOMBARD and P.77 they fired 90 rds of
H.T.M. They also fired on ROSS ST. P.74 and DEVON CRATER. Their Light and Medium
T.M’s were active on DE LA FOURCHE, rear of B.4. O.63. and 64, P.75. and 76 and
Observation line. M.G. fire. Our M.G’s active during the night on THELUS, LA FOLIE
WOOD, LES TILLEULS and ECOLE COMMUNE. Enemy was fairly active. Sniping. Few
targets presented enemy being more careful than usual.
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Patrols. Our defensive patrols covered our front during the night. Movement. Men were
seen during the day in THELUS. At A.6.c70.90 when our artillery were shelling this point
two men were seen to leave the MILL and enter trench at this point. A.5.a.4.00. a man’s head
was seen over the parapet. Our snipers shot at him and he was believed to be hit. A M.G.
emplacement is suspected here. S.21.d.90.85. There appears to be a daily relief carried out
about 8.a.m. to 8.30.a.m. as men are seen to enter and leave this post at this hour daily.
Works. At S.22.a.1.5. The emplacement here is of cement or steel as several of our shells
have been seen to ricochet off the emplacement. There are two guns here within 15 yards of
each other and one fires North and the other south. S.22.c.25.15. A concealed post has been
built up with sandbags. A.5.a.1.2. – A.5.a.3.6. Between these two locations is a tape line and
from A.5.a.3.0. tape turned towards the front line for about 20 yards.
Casualties :- 42nd Bn. 1 OR. wdd.

Sat, Jan 6, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. From 8.30.a.m. to 2.30.p.m. our artillery was very active firing on entrances to C.
trenches, LES TILLEULS VIMY RD, trench junction and H.Q’s and on O.P’s SWISCHEN
STELLUNG, ECOLE COMMUNE, LA FOLIE FARM and H.T.M. emplacements.

Enemy’s artillery was rather more active [inserted: than usual.] They shelled junction of
CHASSERY and PARALLEL VIII, rear of O.63, CROSS ST, junction of GOODMAN and
GIVENCHY RD, SOMBARD LINE and QUARRIES using mostly 77.mm. A few 5.9’s were
fired but were mostly duds. T. MORTARS. Our Stokes did much firing on enemy’s Posts,
saps, trenches and wire along our front; 200 rds in all were fired. Enemy’s T.M’s were also
active. O.63 and 64 were shelled with medium and light T.M’s, ROSS ST. and P.74 and P.75
with 30 H.T.M.’s and P.75 and P.76 with 45 L.T.M’s. This activity lasted from 10.30.a.m. to
4.p.m. Bombing. & R. Grenades. Our R.G’ batteries were active on enemy posts and front
line. Enemy fired 70 darts and rifle grenades in front of P.75. M.G. fire. Normal. Sniping.
Four hits claimed by our snipers, two on B.7. crater and one at S.28.c.35.90. and one at
S.22.c.25.80. Patrols. Our patrols were out during the night. One officers’ patrol was out
patrolling enemy’s wire but saw no signs of enemy. Another patrol made a reconnaissance of
CHASSERY CRATER. They report inside of crater of loose clay and impassable. M.G. fired
on patrol from far lip of crater. Movement. A man was seen walking on parapet at A.5.a.4.2.
directing work in trench. The usual morning relief was carried out at S.21.d.90.85. Trenches
& Works. A.5.d.4.5. to A.5.d.5.6. fresh earth has been thrown up and three new rows of
stakes put up from road to this point. A.4.b.0.6. H.T.M. was located firing in rear of DEVON
C.

Casualties :- 42nd Bn 1 OR. wdd.

Sun, Jan 7, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery were active, firing in retaliation to enemy Trench Mortars, also on
Communication Trenches and Strong Points.

Enemy’s artillery fairly active. 30 rounds 5.9 H.E. were fired on our Crater and P Line
during the afternoon. Several “duds” noticed and nine were observed to fallin Enemy line.
Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 242 rounds on the following targets:- Trenches east of
WATLING, Trenches east of TWINS and B.5., Trenches north-east of ALBANY, Front Line
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east of COMMONS, Sap south-west of BIRKIN, Second line west of DURAND and lines
east of BROADMARSH.

On the right sub-section enemy mortars were fairly active and did some damage to
HAIRBRUSH Trench. On the left sub-section enemy H.T.M’s fired behind mine-head in
P.78. No appreciable damage done. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Many aerial darts fired
throughout the day. M.G. Fire. Our M.G’s fired on the usual targets during the night.
Enemy M.G. fire normal. Sniping. Three hits claimed by our Snipers, two at A.4.a.85.20
and one between WATLING and B.4. Movement. S.29.c.20.25 to S.29.c.25.40.
Considerable movement seen here during the day. At A.4.a.85.25 sentry observed doing
duty. Trenches and Works. A.5.a.1.2. to A.5.a.3.6. No further work observed here.
Our artillery fired on this point intermittently throughout the night. S.28.a.35.85. Sandbags
have been placed in gap in the wire. A working party at S.22.c.20.40. was dispersed by
Lewis Gun fire. Mining. Between 9 pm. and 2 am. small explosions were heard behind
near lip of TWIN Crater, after which small clouds of white smoke appeared. Aircraft.
Both enemy and our own planes active during the day. General. S.28.a.30.95. Twin green
flares were sent up from here when enemy’s Artillery was shooting short. Electric bells were
heard ringing behind BROADMARSH Crater when our Artillery was shelling this location.

Casualties. P.P.C.L.I. 3 O.R. wounded. 49th. Battalion 1 O.R. killed and 1 O.R. wounded.

Mon, Jan 8, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Artillery showed the usual activity, firing on Communication trenches, T.
Mortars, and rear positions. Enemy’s Artillery showed increased activity. His main targets
were:- Trench O.52., junction of DENIS LA ROCK and COMBOW, P.77 and P.S.77, the
QUARRIE Line and NEUVILLE ST. VAAST. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 192
rounds on various targets. Much damage done to M.G. Emplacement E. of CHASSERY.
Direct hits obtained on trench E. of CHASSERY and front line E. of EDMONTON. A
working party was dispersed E. of COMMONS. Post N. of DURAND is believed to be
completely destroyed. Stokes also used in retaliation to enemy T.Ms and Darts with good
effect.

Enemy H.T. Mortars again fired in the vicinity of ROSS St. and a number of L.T. Mortars in
rear of B.4. B.5. and TWINS. 3 rounds H.T.M. fired between VERNON and DEVON Saps
on support line. L.T.Ms in rear of TIDZA. A L?T? Mortar emplacement is suspected at
S.22.c.9.3. (This is to be confirmed). Bombing and Rifle Grenades. A number of rifle
grenades were fired on suspected dugout at S.28.a.55.85, where column of smoke was
observed. M.G. Fire. Our Machine Guns fired 3,000 rounds during the night on usual
places in enemy’s rear lines. Out Lewis Guns fired approx. 2,000 rounds, the targets being:-
Working party opposite Sap No.2. – Working party between COMMONS and BIRKIN –
Along enemy’s front line. Enemy machine gun opposite VERNON was fairly active
throughout the night. Sniping. Our snipers claim one hit opposite right sub-section.
Hostile snipers showed slight activity. Movement. To the left of WATLING a working
party of about 20 men and another of 8 men were observed. Both were dispersed by M.G.
fire. Smoke was observed at A.5.d.2.6., A.4.d.7.6., S.28.b.70.60. Movement in small
parties was observed at various points. Trenches and Works. New earth observed in front
of wire on SWISCHEN STELLUNG about A.5.a.20.85. What appears to be a tape line is
stretched from A.5.d.2.6. to A.5.d.40.55. Wire stretched on two poles about 10 ft. high was
observed at A.5.c.6.7. A tape is stretched in front of enemy’s trench from about A.5.a.3.1. to
A.5.c.3.6., and from the former point to A.4.b.8.0. Aircraft. One enemy plane appeared
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over our lines about 2.00 p.m. General. At 2.05 a.m. two distinct blasts were heard
underground from post in BIRKIN Crater.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed, 5 O.R. wounded., 49th. Battalion 1 O.R wounded.

Tue, Jan 9, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Artillery quite active during day, firing on enemy’s support line and defences
in rear. Enemy’s Artillery quiet on right sub-section. During bombardment on our left
enemy lightly barraged La SALLE Ave. and SOMBARD Trench with 77 mm. and 5.9 shells.
Trench Mortars. Our 60 pds. fired ten rds. into enemy front line behind WATLING. Our
Stokes fired 231 rds. on various targets, many direct hits at various places being registered.
The w ire opposite Edmonton Crater and N.E. of Durand Crater was considerably damaged.
Enemy’s Trench Mortars active during the day on ROSS Street, DENIS LA ROCK, DE LA
FOURCHE, O.63 and on ALBANY and DEVON Craters. A direct hit was obtained on
ROSS Street, causing considerable damage. On the left sub-section 5 Heavy Trench Mortars
fell to the rear of P.74 and P.75, three of which failed to explode. Light Trench Mortars were
fired on LA SALLE Ave. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. A number of Rifle Grenades
were fired in the vicinity of WATLING Crater Post and Sap and WATLING Street, and a few
to the right of COMMON Crater and rear of Observation Line. Our Rifle Grenades were
active, firing into enemy front line trench. A Machine Gun to the south of COMMON
Crater was effectively silenced. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our Machine Guns fired
2300 rounds on selected points. On the left sub-section our Lewis Guns fired 2100 rounds,
several parties being dispersed. Lewis Gunners covering gap between BIRKIN and
COMMON Craters claim 5 hits on men proceeding overland here. Sniping. No hits
were observed, the enemy being more careful about exposing himself. The enemy snipers
were inactive.

Patrols. The usual patrols covered the right sub-section during the night. At 5.00 p.m. an
Officers Patrol went out between BIRKIN and PATRICIA Craters. They worked their way
through enemy front line wire, but were unable to proceed further owing to the brilliant
moonlight. They observed that the enemy does not hold the post opposite PATRICIA
continuously, but patrols about every 15 minutes. Movement. A party of 25 men got out of
the trench at A.5.a.45.50 and moved north along LES TILLEULS Road. 6 men were seen
passing through trench on BROADMARSH Crater. 6 men observed at A.5.a.25.75.
Trenches and Works. Enemy post opposite GRANGE 4. Post has been strengthened
considerably. Post on BIRKIN has also been built up. During the night a great deal of
baling was heard on the left sub-section.

Casualties:- R.C.R., 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd Battalion 2 O.R. wounded.

Wed, Jan 10, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery Our Artillery was fairly active during the day, our heavies silencing enemy Trench
Mortars. Enemy’s. Enemy’s Artillery was inactive. Trench Mortars. Our
Stokes fired 212 rounds. Wire on the east lip of EDMONTON Crater was destroyed.
Several direct hits were made on front line N.E. of VERNON, and on Post and Sap East of
COMMONS. Trench leading to Sniping and Observation Post on east lip of GRANGE was
blown in. Enemy’s. Enemy Trench Mortars were active against O.64, O.65 and ROSS
STREET, but were silenced by our heavies. 6 H.T. Mortars landed in area between P. Line



7

and GIVENCHY ROAD, 4 of these failing to explode. 45 Medium T. Mortars were fired on
right sub-section from A.4.b.05.40 and A.4.b.0.8. A number of L.T. Mortars were fired on
our trenches to rear of TIDZA and BIRKIN. Aerial torpedoes were fired from emplacement
at S.28.a.60.55. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. On the right sub-section a number of rifle
grenades were fired on O.62 and O.63 in retaliation to our rifle grenade batteries. No
damage was done. On the left sub-section our rifle grenades fired on enemy crater post with
good effect. At 11.30 p.m. a number of rifle grenades and Mills bombs were used against
enemy working party in front line between COMMONS and VERNON trenches.

Sentries in DURAND Crater bombed enemy working party in gap between DURAND and
DUFFIELD Craters. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our Machine Guns fired 2500 rounds
during the night on selected points. Our Lewis Guns fired at enemy M.G. flashes and at
enemy working party in gap between BIRKIN and PATRICIA Craters. Enemy M.G.
located at approx. S.28.c.5.5. very active during the night. Enemy M.G. in new post in
BIRKIN also active. Sniping. No observed hits. Enemy snipers inactive. Patrols. A
patrol going out in gap between BIRKIN and PATRICIA Craters worked their way through
enemy first line wire and up to the wire in front of his main trench. They report enemy
PATRICIA Post patrolled by one man, while another sentry stands at junction of sap and
main trench. Sentry in post opposite our BIRKIN Post also patrols over to this junction.
Movement. Movement in small parties was seen around TILLEULS and the LENS-ARRAS
Road. Men were seen at A.6.c.½.6. They disappeared at A.6.c.75.80. Trenches
and Works. A working party was heard in front of FRENCHMAN’S Post and was dispersed
by rifle grenades. New sandbags placed on parapet at S.22.c.25.26. Enemy O.P. at
S.28.a.45.64. has been reported as a M.G. Emplacement. Suspected M.G. Emplacements at
A.4.a.95.80, built up with sandbags, slit facing S.W. and at A.4.d.60.85, chalk mound, slit
facing N.W. New work on trench at A.5.a.36.45. Fresh earth and chalk on parapet at
A.4.d.65.55. Revetting poles protruding from trench at A.5.a.40.30. H.T.M. Emplacement
located at A.28.d.55.65. M.G. Emplacement located at S.22.c.25.55. approx. Signals and
Flares. At 10 am. enemy sent up two single white flares from BROADMARSH . At 5 pm.
two red flares were seen to the north of the right TWIN. At 8 pm. one red flare was sent up.
No apparent action followed any of these flares. General. At 4.45 pm. a gas alarm
was sounded on our left.

Casualties:- NIL.

A practice in co-operation between aeroplane and Battalion in attack was carried out by the
49th. Battalion between 10 and 10.30 am. in the vicinity of F.7.b.6.7. and F.8.c.2.5. This
practice was entirely successful.

Thu, Jan 11, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery showed the usual activity, the enemy artillery being inactive.
Trench Mortars. Our Stokes showed unusual activity. 322 rds. were fired on – enemy
trench east of Watling – breached, Machine Gun north of CHASSERY – silenced, wire and
trench east of EDMONTON, and posts in COMMON and BIRKIN. 2 posts between
BIRKIN and GRANGE were completely destroyed. Enemy Trench Mortars were very
inactive. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Hostile machine gun to the left of DURAND
silenced by our rifle grenades. Enemy threw rifle grenades in rear of Observation Line near
COMMONS CRATER. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our Machine Guns fired
on enemy trenches during the morning, which was misty, and on usual selected places during
the night. Indirect fire also used on area between A.5.b.0.25 and A.5.c.25.55. Enemy
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machine guns showed usual night activity. Sniping. One hit claimed on right sub-section.
Enemy snipers inactive. Patrols. Lieut. Gray and Sgt. Ross made a daylight
reconnaissance of WATLING Crater. They went around left side of Crater, entering enemy
Bombing Post at A.4.a.65.40. Nothing was seen of enemy, but he could be heard in dugout
about 15 yards to right of posts. Lieut. Studd and 5 men went out through gap between
BIRKIN and PATRICIA Craters to third line of enemy wire. The first two lines of wire are
barbed concertina, shell holes being filled with broken bits of wire. The third line is very
strong, consisting of barbed concertina filled with loose wire. The patrol investigated
enemy post in PATRICIA, which was found to be unoccupied, and then proceeded down sap
in rear of post. The sap is about 6 feet deep, and about 2½ feet wide at the bottom and 10
feet at the top. It is not revetted and affords no cover from rifle and machine gun fire from
enemy front and support lines. At 7 pm. another Officer’s patrol went out from DURAND
Post and worked towards north-east side of Crater. They found enemy posts about 60 yards
north-east of our own post and about 45 yards away. Trenches and Works. Enemy Post on
BIRKIN Crater has been improved and new snipers plate put in. New wire opposite
GRANGE No.2 Post. Aircraft. One enemy plane appeared over his own lines during
the afternoon. Signals and Flares. Two red flares were seen south of LICHFIELD
Crater. No apparent action followed.

Casualties:- Nil.

Fri, Jan 12, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Artillery was active during the day firing on enemy’s support trenches, trench
mortar emplacements and selected points in the rear. Enemy’s Artillery was inactive.

Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 237 rds, damaging considerably post and sap on B.7,
post in front line south of Devon and sap east of BIRKIN Crater. Post north-east of
COMMONS and one east of DURAND were also destroyed and front line south-east of
BROADMARSH breached. Enemy’s Heavy T.M. was again firing on ROSS St from
S.28.d.55.65. A number of Medium T.Ms fired in the vicinity of ALBANY Crater. A
number of H.T.Ms fired between P.74 and Observation Line. A number of aerial torpedoes
fell in vicinity of BIRKIN, COMMON and VERNON Craters, several failing to explode.
Bombing and Rifle Grenades. A number of rifle grenades in the vicinity of VERNON Sap.
Our R.G. Batteries more active then usual. During night enemy threw occasional egg
bombs and cylindrical sticks near our DURAND Post. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our
M.Gs fired 1750 rds. during the night on selected points. Our Lewis Guns also active.
Enemy Machine guns quite active during the night. 2 guns in vicinity VERNON Crater
specially active between 9 pm. and 12 midnight. Patrols. A number of patrols out during
the night on right sub-section. At 5.30 pm. an Officers patrol went out to the right of our
No.1 post, B.4. Crater. They went out about 20 yards past our own wire and waited. An
enemy patrol which approached within bombing distance were dispersed by bombs. Patrol
returned at 6.30 pm. At 6.30 pm an Officers patrol went out to the right of our No.9. post.
They patrolled round FRENCHMAN’S Sap, but as nothing turned up, they returned at 8 pm.
At 7 pm a patrol consisting of 1 Officer and 5 men went out from right of CHASSERY
Crater. After proceeding some distance in the direction of the TWINS they heard cries
followed by rifle fire. Fearing enemy patrol was raiding our No.2.sap post they worked their
way there in order to cut of enemy’s retreat. Finding our posts to be all right they started out
again, but as enemy commenced throwing rifle grenades in the vicinity of the Left TWIN they
returned to No.3 post on Right CHASSERY. They found trench about 3 to 4 feet deep in
good condition running from point 50 yards in advance of our sap post and well to rear of the
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TWINS. Enemy has a path from our No.3 post on CHASSERY through centre of Crater to
his , post on the opposite lip. He has arranged a passage through the knife rests in front of
the posts.. Enemy’s Patrols. 2 men on patrol were seen to work along sap from enemy
bombing post on WATLING to the left of our post, about 7 am. They were dispersed with
hand grenades from our Crater post. At 6 pm. enemy made a raid on our trenches between
Post 9 and Post 11, holding up one of our posts, but were forced to retire, leaving one prisoner
in our hands. (For full report see Appendix “A”.) Movement. 7 men were seen digging
on trench at S.29.a.15.10. Sniping. One hit claimed at A.4.a.75.45. Hits were
claimed from DUFFIELD No.2 Post on sentry in front line just North of DURAND and on
sentry occupying post between DURAND and DUFFIELD Craters. Another hit claimed on
sentry at S.22.c. range 200 yards. Enemy snipers were inactive. Trenches and
Works. Enemy has sniper’s post placed on a wooden framework opposite our TIDZA No.2
post, the framework forming a sort of traverse over the trench. New heap of chalk observed
at S.29.a.35.05. Work done on trenches A.5.d.4.5. and A.5.d.60.45, A.5.b.7.2. to A.5.b.7.0.,
A.5.b.0.5. to A.5.d.7.8. Suspected M.G. emplacement at A.5.d.20.15. Suspected S.P. or
O.P. at A.4.d.70.50. has been demolished by our T.M. fire.

Casualties. R.C.R., 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd Battalion 2 O.R. wounded.

Sat, Jan 13, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Artillery was fairly active, shelling strong points and enemy’s trenches.
Enemy’s Artillery was very inactive, being nil on the forward area. Trench Mortars.
Our Stokes Mortars fired on enemy’s line S.E. of ALBANY, E. Of EDMONTON, E. of
DURAND, E. of CHASSERY and E. of B.7 Crater. Enemy’s T.Ms were very fairly
inactive. H.T.M. at S.28.d.55.65 fired 8 rds. in front of P.73 and 74. H.T.M. threw 5 shells
in vicinity of ROSS Street and DE LA FOURCHE. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our
M.Gs were active, firing on routes from BOIS BERNARD to S.29.d. and A.5.b., also on LES
TILLEULS and THELUS. Sniping. Enemy has kept under cover more lately. Patrols.
Patrols covered our front, but owing to snow and frozen condition of the ground, patrolling
was very difficult. Movement. At A.5.d.1.3. men appeared from behind house at 8 am.
and walked north towards VIMY. Boiling water thrown out of trench at S.29.a.05.10.
Some good hits were made on this point by our 4.5s. Men observed working in trench at
A.5.a.40.15. Trenches and Works. New earth seen on parapet at A.4.a. 9.2. New wire
placed at A.4.a.7.8. Considerable new earth observed along parapet of SWISCHEN
STELLUNG at A.5.a.20.90. O.P. or Snipers Post at A.4.d.70.50 mentioned yesterday as
having been destroyed, has been repaired. General. Our Lewis Guns dispersed
working party at S.22.c.2.4. Loud cries were heard. Smoke was observed at – A.5.c.60.90.,
S.29.c.30.30., S.29.c.25.40.

Casualties:- 7th Can. M.G. Coy. 1 O.R. wounded.

Sun, Jan 14, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 18 pdrs. were active, firing on enemy working parties and points where he
exposed himself. 4.5s fired on T.M. emplacements and Strong Points in enemy’s lines.
Enemy’s artillery fire on forward area nil. They fired 15 4.5s into A.8.a.7.0. Trench
Mortars. Our Stokes were active firing on enemy’s crater posts and on his front line. At
S.22.c.10.40 trench mats and timbers were thrown up, wire badly damaged and Very Light
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store set on fire. Enemy’s H.T.M. firing from about S.28.d.55.65 threw 5 mortars into
DEVON Trench doing considerable damage. Medium T.M. at about S.28.a.55.90 fired 22
rds. in rear of P.74. Our artillery made a direct hit on this emplacement, heavy timbers being
thrown up. 45 aerial darts fell in front of P.75 and P.76. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire.
Our M.Gs fired 3,000 rds. during the night on points in squares A.6.c., S.29.d., A.11.b.,
A.12.a, A.5.a., S.23.c. Sniping. Several targets seen but no observed hits made.

Patrols. A patrol examined sap that runs from B.4 to WATLING Crater. There is
some concertina wire in the bottom and line of wire on the east side. Movement. New
earth thrown up on parapet at A.5.a.4.2. Smoke also observed here. At 4.15 pm. 2 men
carrying packs left trench but were driven back by our snipers. 2 men seen to jump into
trench at S.28.a.70.70. 2 dart guns opened from this point a few minutes later. Small
working party working on what appeared to be an emplacement observed at S.22.c.6.6.
Dispersed by our 4.5s and 18 pdrs. Trenches and Works. Enemy hear all along front
line clearing out his trenches. Work going on at S.28.a.75.85. New enemy sniping post
established in DUFFIELD Crater. General. About 12 midnight enemy figure opposite
PATRICIA Post began to shout “Kamerad”. Fire was held to see if he could be induced to
enter our trenches, but the man, who was obviously drunk, was at once pulled back into his
own trench.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. , 1 O.R. killed.

Mon, Jan 15, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery carried out usual shoots on enemy’s support line, SWISCHEN
STELLUNG and points where movement was seen. Enemy’s. For the 3rd. day in
succession, enemy’s artillery fire on the forward area was nil. From 8 to 11 pm. enemy
fired several salvoes of 4.1s on new cable trench in A.8.a. and A.7.b. Trench Mortars.
Our Stokes Guns fired 370 rds. in all, doing much damage to enemy’s wire and trenches.
Enemy’s posts in DURAND and DUFFIELD Craters also damaged. Enemy’s H.T.Ms
fired 9 rds. on ROSS Street and DEVON Sap, doing some damage. 15 rds. Medium T.Ms
fell in rear of P.74. 7 of these were blind and 2 air bursts. 30 rds of Light T.Ms fell near
BIRKIN Sap in rear of P.75. 30 aerial darts fell in front of P.75. Bombing and Rifle
Grenades. Our rifle grenades fired on enemy trenches behind GRANGE and WATLING
Craters. Enemy rifle grenadiers inactive. Machine Gun Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2500 rds.
on points in enemy’s lines during the afternoon and night. Enemy’s M.Gs active between 5
and 6 pm. Normal during the night. Sniping. At S.22.c.30.25, E. of DURAND a
man was hit and seen to fall to the ground, and heard to cry out. 7 periscopes were shot
down on the left sub-section, but enemy invariably replaced them. Patrols. Many
patrols were out during the night obtaining information re enemy wire and holding of enemy
posts and saps. A patrol went out from left post of CHASSERY and proceeded up disused
sap towards enemy’s lines. They report the sap badly cut up with shell holes. Movement.
Considerable movement was observed behind enemy’s lines during the day. At 2.10 pm.
party of 5 men was seen repairing telephone wires at S.28.a.05.00, H.Q. Artillery was
notified and party was dispersed, At 3.05 pm. party of 5 men was seen moving overland at
S.22.a.10.90. Artillery fired on them. Trenches and Works. Fresh earth seen on parapet
of enemy’s trenches in several places, notably A.5.a.3.4., A.4.b.05.70., A.4.a.98.15., About
12 men were seen throwing earth out of Swischen Stellung at at S.29.a.10.05 – S.28.b.90.40 at
11 am. Artillery was notified. There is a long low mound at S.22.c.40.60, where earth
has been thrown up. Mud has been thrown out of front line at various places along the
front.
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Casualties:- 49th. Battalion 2 O.Rs wounded.

Tue, Jan 16, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 18 pdrs. were active firing on working parties in support line and
SWISCHEN STELLUNG. Our heavies fired on T.M. Emplacements. Enemy’s
artillery fired 2 rds. of 77 mm. and 2 rds. of 4.1" near SOMBARD Line at 2.35 pm. Those
were only shots fired during the day by him. Trench Mortars. Our Heavy T.M. made
good shooting on trench between BROADMARSH and DURAND Craters, timbers,
sandbags, wire, etc., being thrown up. Our Stokes fired 295 rds. on points in enemy’s
lines. A great deal of damage done, and much material thrown into the air. Enemy’s
H.T.Ms were active, firing on ROSS Street, VERNON and DEVON Saps. A mortar at
S.28.b. (Not Josephine No.2. at S.28.b.23.25) fired 7 rds, 6 being air bursts and 1 failing to
explode. 15 rds. of Medium T.M. fired in rear of P.74, about 35% of these either being blind
or air bursts. 30 Light T.Ms and 40 darts fell between lines in front of P.75 and P.76.

Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our sentries on DURAND bombed enemy post at
S.22.c.15.35 about 10 am. Shouts were heard. Rifle Grenades were inactive. Enemy is
much more inactive than two weeks ago. Occasional bombs thrown at our posts usually fell
short and often failed to explode. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2800 rds.
on points in enemy’s lines during afternoon and evening. Our Lewis Guns swept enemy
front line and posts during the night. Enemy’s M.G. fire normal. Sniping. Observed
hits made at S.28.a.50.55 and S.28.a.55.50. Enemy snipers inactive, but one hit made on
man in DUFFIELD. Patrols. Sgt. Holloway and Pte. Klukas, 49th. Bn. made a
daylight patrol, leaving No.4 Sap on CHASSERY (S.28.c.3.5½) at 12 noon. They proceeded
up sap which runs from this point to S.28.c.5¼.6½, in German front line, finding first part of
sap a succession of shell holes with several feet of water, then becoming very shallow with
little protection from view. About 20 yards from enemy front line there is a little broken
wire; where sap joins German line the German line is built up with sandbags, a post
apparently being maintained here (S.28.c.5½.6½) This point is also the junction of a sap
from ALBANY. There is a gap in German wire 15 yards to the right of this post; enemy’s
wire is fairly strong, though uneven. The sap from ALBANY is not wired in except for a
little broken wire where it joins ALBANY. A noise resembling compressed air drill was
heard underneath bend in sap. Patrol returned at 2 pm. Other patrols examined ground
between WATLING and LICHFIELD. There are 3 enemy posts on this front, strong wire
being placed in front of the two nearest WATLING. Sap running out from A.4.a.7½.2.
approx. is badly broken up, and there is a gap about 12 feet in wire here. Movement.
Considerable movement was seen during the day. At A.6.d.5.2. man came to edge of
THELUS Wood and walked in N.W. direction. He semaphored to 2 other men who got out
of trench at A.6.c.45.65., and followed him back into THELUS Wood. Several parties were
seen behind BIRKIN at S.28.a.5.8. All were fired on and one hit was made. At 10.40 am.
party of 4 men seen working near H.Q. at S.29.a.05.00. They were dispersed several times
by fire from our 18 pdrs. and 4.1s. Trenches and Works. Considerable new earth thrown on
parapet at several points in enemy’s trenches. Enemy building up post in B.9. Crater with
sandbags. From S.29.a.05.00 to a point 50 yards north considerable work has been done and
is still going on. Enemy appears to be either deepening his trench or digging dugouts.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. wounded. 49th. Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.

Wed, Jan 17, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
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Artillery. Our 18 pdrs. were active during the day, firing on enemy trenches and wire.
Enemy’s artillery nil. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 144 rds. during the day,
considerable damage being done to enemy front line east of B.4 and B.5 Craters, and east of
ALBANY, PATRICIA, GRANGE and DURAND Craters, much material being thrown into
the air. Enemy post and trench at S.22.c. 25.35. was fired on effectively, also M.G.
emplacement on B.4 Crater. Enemy’s H.T.M. Hildegarde fired 3 rds. rear of DEVON
between 2 and 2.15 pm. Medium T.M. fired 10 rds. on GIVENCHY Road and COMMON,
no damage being done. 30 rds. Light T.M. fired on saps leading to PATRICIA Group. 30
aerial darts fired on BIRKIN Sap in front of P. Line. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. 5
R.G’s fired from S.28.a.60.45 on COMMON Sap near P. Line. Several R.G’s fell in rear of
DURAND. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2250 rds. on points in enemy
lines during the night. Our Lewis Guns and enemy’s M.Gs normal. Sniping. One hit
claimed on man clearing front trench. 2 observed hits made at S.28.a.55.50. Enemy snipers
more active than for past few days. Movement. At 2 pm. 2 men seen working at
S.29.a.05.00 dispersed by artillery. Trolley car observed passing low spot in trench at
S.28.c.75. 25. Men also observed passing this spot between 9 and 10.30 am. Snipers fired on
this place, and location given to artillery. Party of 10 men seen on LES TILLEULS Road at
A.5.b.4.1. were fired on by our snipers. General. The day was very poor for observation
owing to snow storms. Nothing could be observed at all up to 1.00 pm.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. accid. wounded. 49th. Battalion 2 O.R. accid. wounded.

Thu, Jan 18, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery was fairly active, firing on enemy’s front and support lines.
Enemy’s artillery inactive. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes were active, destroying wire E. of
LICHFIELD, around ITALY Sap and opposite WATLING Crater. Post on ALBANY and
post E. of DUFFIELD Crater completely destroyed, and much damage done to enemy front
line. Enemy’s H.T.M. at S.28.d.55.65 fired 10 rds. into our line between ALBANY
and DEVON Craters. Light T.M. fired 11 rounds in front of TIDZA Crater. Machine
Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired 1750 rounds on selected points in rear of enemy lines.
Enemy’s M.Gs less active than usual. Sniping. Our snipers claim 3 hits. One at
A.4.a.8.4., one opposite BIRKIN and one opposite GRANGE. Hostile sniper active against
our BIRKIN CRATER. Movement. At S.28.c.75.25, men and a trolley car were
observed passing this point. 3 men seen at A.4.a.8.2. Party of men seen at A.5.b.4.4.
Party was seen in rear of DEVON Crater just at daylight. Scattered movement observed in
S.29.a. and S.22.c. Trenches and Works. Newly turned earth seen at S.29.c.2.7. and
A.5.a.3.9. General. At 4 pm. heavy fog settled down. Horns could be heard in rear of
German lines. An inter-Brigade relief took place on the night January 18th/19th. The
R.C.R. relieved the 49th. Battalion in the Right Sub-section, and the 42nd. Battalion relieved
the P.P.C.L.I. in the Left Sub-section. The 49th. Battalion went into Brigade Reserve at LA
PORTIQUE, and the P.P.C.L.I. into Divisional Reserve at BOIS DES ALLEUX.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. accid. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. Lieut. Andrew M. GAMMELL
wounded.

Fri, Jan 19, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
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Artillery. Our 9.2s fired 45 rds. on H.Q. at S.29.a.05.00, S.28.b.50.68, dugouts and suspected
emplacements at S.28.b.90.60. Our 4.5s fired on H.T.Ms with good effect, and on suspected
O.P. at about S.28.a.80.45. 18 pdrs. fired on sniper’s position N.E. lip of B.G. crater, direct
hit being made. Enemy’s artillery fired 10 rds. 4.1s in vicinity of PYLONES and rear of P.
Line. In retaliation for direct hit by our 9.2s on S.28.b.90.60, enemy opened on our Left Sub-
section with 5.9s, 4.1s and 77 mm. Direct hit was made on GRANGE and Company H.Q. in
BIRKIN, S.28.a.0.4½. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 232 rds. on enemy saps and
posts, working party in trench E. of DUFFIELD Crater being dispersed. Enemy’s H.T.Ms
were active, firing on Observation Line, O.64, DEVON Crater and vicinity of P.74. H.T.M.
fired from S.28.d.30.40, Hildegarde from S.28.d.55.65 and Josephine No. 2 from
S.28.b.23.25. Usual light T.M. activity. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.G.
batteries active during the night on enemy’s front line posts. Enemy R.G. fire normal. On
left sub-section our Lewis Guns fired 1500 rds on enemy posts and saps. Sniping. Hits
were made by our snipers on two large parties of enemy seen going out of PRINCE ARNOLF
GRABEN, about 4.15 pm. Observed hits made on sentries rear of BIRKIN, S.28.a.5.7, and
at S.28.a.4.9. Snipers on Right Sub-section claim 2 hits. Enemy snipers firing from
WATLING Crater Post and rear of B.4. Movement. Enemy working party of 20 men
seen in trench at S.28.d.15.10, dispersed by our snipers. 3 men carrying packs and rifles
got out of GRENADIER GRABEN and into trench at A.5.d.35.40. Suspected O.P. or M.G.
Emplacement at S.28.c.80.45. Men seen to leave place hurriedly when it was fired on by
artillery. Trenches and Works. S.29.a.05.00 – large quantities of earth thrown up near
suspected H.Q. Sandbags and sniper’s plates have been put in enemy post at S.22.c.1½.4½.
Sandbags give protection from snipers in DUFFIELD No.2. New earth and sandbags seen in
front line in several places. Aircraft. At 1.35 pm. an aeroplane was seen flying low E. of
LA FOLIE WOOD. General. At 4.55 pm. 3 sets of signals of 3 Very Lights each fired
from rear of Craters, commencing at DURAND and going to VERNON. No apparent
action followed these signals. A man, thought to be a civilian, was seen in trench opposite
DURAND at 1 p.m.

Casualties. – Nil.

Sat, Jan 20, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. During the day our 9.2s fired with good results on H.Q. at S.29.a.05.00 and trench
junction at S.29.b.50.68. Our 4.5s fired on T.M. emplacements, front line between
LICHFIELD and B.4 Crater and along PRINZ ARNOLF GRABEN. Our 18 pdrs. cut enemy
wire between DEVON and VERNON Craters. At 7.30 pm. our 4.5s and 18 pdrs. carried
out brisk bombardment of enemy’s support lines and communication trenches opposite Left
Sub-section. Enemy retaliated to our Artillery with a few 4.1s and 77 mm. scattered over
forward area. Trench Mortars. From 2.30 to 3.45 pm. our 2" T.Ms were active, firing
on enemy’s wire right and left of WATLING Crater. 61 rds. fired. Our Stokes fired 242 rds.
during the day on enemy posts and saps. Much damage done, and wire and engineering
material thrown in the air. Enemy’s H.T.Ms Hildegarde and Josephine were active during
the day, the former firing between DEVON and ROSS STREET and the latter in rear of P.74.
About 50 aerial torpedoes fell in vicinity of DE LA FOURCHE and O.63, damaging our wire
considerably. Light T.Ms and aerial torpedoes fired at intervals throughout the day on
junction of BIRKIN Sap and OBSERVATION LINE. Bombing and Rifle Grenades.
Our R.G. Batteries very active firing on enemy saps and posts. Machine Gun and Rifle
Fire. Our M.Gs active during the night on points in rear of enemy’s lines. Lewis Guns
kept up intermittent fire on gaps in enemy’s wire. Enemy M.G. in front line N. of VERNON
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opened up during the evening but was silenced by our rifle grenades. Sniping. 2
observed hits were made at S.28.c.6.7., 2 at A.4.d.3.9. and 1 on BROADMARSH Crater.
Movement. Considerable movement observed at various points in enemy’s lines during the
day. At S,28,d.40.25 men were seen throughout the day observing over our lines. At 4.30
pm. 15 men with packs disappeared from LENS-ARRAS Road into GRENADIER GRABEN
at A.5.b.45.45. Working party seen cleaning trench and revetting at S.21.b.9.3. Our 4.5s
fired 2 salvoes, and 4 wounded men were seen making their way into another trench.
Trenches and Works. Enemy attempted to mend his wire between B.4 and B.5., but was
dispersed by our rifle grenades. Dirt being thrown out of trench and quantities of fresh earth
on parapet were observed at several places. General. Enemy seems to be nervous.
He used many Very Lights through the night, especially in the vicinity of gaps in his wire.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. accidentally wounded.

Sun, Jan 21, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery was active during the day. Our Heavies fired on T.M.
Emplacements, silencing one T.M. Enemy’s artillery more active than usual. 77
mm. fired on our wire to right and left of LICHFIELD and on DENNIS LA ROCK. 4.1s on
junction of LA SALLE and QUARRIES and shrapnel on GOODMAN and P.74. Trench
Mortars. Our 2" T.Ms fired 100 rds. on enemy’s front line wire between LICHFIELD and
WATLING, making several lanes. Stokes fired 251 rds. on enemy’s crater posts, front line
wire and front line trenches, doing much damage. Enemy’s H.T.Ms fired on ROSS
Street and O.S.64, where they blew in about 15 yards of trench. Activity with aerial
torpedoes against junction of GRANGE C.T. and P. Line, and rear of PATRICIA.
Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.Gs were active along whole front, keeping gaps in
enemy’s wire open, and firing on snipers posts. Working party in GRANGE Crater was
dispersed. Enemy inactive. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired as usual
on dumps and communication trenches during the night. Lewis Guns swept enemy’s front
line and posts at intervals during the night. Wiring party in front of WATLING dispersed.
Enemy’s M.G. fire normal. Sniping. 4 observed hits made at A.4.a.75.50 and 1 at
A.4.a.75.40. Left Battalion claim 4 hits. Enemy snipers active, one man being hit in
DUFFIELD Post. Patrols. The snow interfered with patrols. Movement.
Working party repairing trench at S.21.b.85.45, dispersed by our 4.5s. 4 men repairing road
at A.5.d.22.65. Man observed at different times during day at A.4.d.70.60. Trenches and
Works. New wire placed between B.4 and WATLING craters ; destroyed by our Artillery.
Fresh earth on parapet at several places. New earth at both sides of ARTILLERY WEG.
New wire on lip of BIRKIN Crater. General. Enemy appears to be very nervous,
sniping and T.M. fire being quit active. Many flares used along the whole front.

CASUALTIES. – R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, 2 O.R. wounded. 42nd. Battalion – 1 O.R. killed, 2
O.R. accidentally wounded.

Mon, Jan 22, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 18 pdrs. were active throughout the day. Our 9.2s carried out effective
bombardment of enemy trenches and works around S.28.d.25.68, between 11.15 am to 12
noon. Our 4.5s fired 4 rds. on A.4.a.80.80. Enemy’s 77 mm. active against
SOMBARD and to left of GRANGE. His 4.1s fired in vicinity of PARALLEL VIII and
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DENIS LA ROCK. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 324 rds during the day,
completely destroying enemy posts E. of DURAND and S.E. of BIRKIN, and severely
damaging posts E. of PATRICIA and N. of CHASSERY. An unusual amount of sandbags,
wire, material etc., thrown up out of enemy’s trenches, which were severely damaged.
Enemy’s H.T.Ms active in rear of DEVON Crater and vicinity ROSS STREET and BOYAU
POQUET. 89 aerial torpedoes fired around O.63 did no damage, and 65 behind GRANGE
and PATRICIA Craters also ineffective. About 45 L.T.Ms fired on Left sub-section during
the day, but no damage done. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.G. Batteries active
against enemy posts and snipers plates. 215 grenades fired on Left sub-section with good
results. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs active against selected points in rear of
enemy’s lines during the night. Lewis Guns carried out intermittent fire against gaps in
enemy’s wire and points where new work has been observed. Sniping. 5 observed hits
claimed by our snipers during the day. Patrols. On the afternoon of the 21st. Lieut.
Naylor and Cpl. Longueil left our ALBANY Post and cut a gap through enemy’s wire near his
post. At 4.10 am, these two, with 3 other men, left this post and passing through enemy
wire, dropped two of their number on enemy lip of Crater. Lieut. Naylor, Cpl. Longueil and
Pte Smith continued down disused communication trench to front line, where they lay in wait
on the parapet. A German patrol of 2 men came along with 20 paces interval. The first
man was held up, but before he could be taken prisoner another patrol of 6 or 7 men was seen.
The first man was then shot, and our party withdrew. Movement. Post in BIRKIN Crater
observed to be occupied from 8 am. to 4.45 pm. At S.22.d.5.4. working party of 10 or 15
men continued work for 1½ hours, being finally dispersed by our 18 pdrs. They reappeared
at 3.20 pm. and were again dispersed by our 4.5s. Party was apparently repairing a trench,
but trees obstructed the view. Two men observed at A.4.a.97.14 sniping towards saphead at
O.62.d., from a new post; one man using telescope. At 4.30 am. a party attempted to wire
to right of WATLING Crater. They were fired on by Lewis Guns and casualties apparently
inflicted. At 10.45 am. 2 Officers walked from LES TILLEULS down the LENS-ARRAS
Road and turned off road to O.P. at A.5.d.25.95. 1 went into the post, the other examining
a map outside. They returned to road in about 5 minutes and went off towards PETIT
VIMY. Trenches and Works. New earth and wire observed at several places along
enemy’s trenches. Enemy can be heard at work near BROADMARSH throughout the
night. Aircraft. At 3.40 pm. 5 enemy planes, and at 4.30 pm. 1 enemy plane seen above
THELUS. These all disappeared in a northerly direction without crossing our lines.
General. After a salvo of 18 pdrs. directed on enemy front line opposite O.65 at 3.30 pm,
whistles were heard. These were also heard in the morning after fire from our heavy
artillery.

Casualties. 42nd. Battalion 1 O.R. killed, 2 O.R. wounded. 7th Can. M.G. Coy. 1 O.R.
wounded.

Tue, Jan 23, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our small calibre guns active throughout the day and night. No shooting done by
guns of heavy calibre. Enemy’s 77 mm. guns very active throughout the day, firing in
vicinity of GRANGE, DENIS LA ROCK, PARALLEL VIII and COMMONS. 26 rds. 4.1
shrapnel fired on PORTIQUE DUMP. Very little damage done by enemy artillery. Trench
Mortars. Our Stokes fired 222 rds. on targets in vicinity WATLING Crater and other targets
along front. Considerable damage to enemy’s front line defences, much material being
thrown up. Enemy’s L.T.Ms active on GRANGE and PATRICIA Sap. About 50 aerial
torpedoes in vicinity P.75 and P.76 caused slight damage to trenches and inflicted two
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casualties. 10 rds. H.T.M. on ROSS Street and to right of ALBANY Sap. Bombing
and Rifle Grenades. Enemy fired 20 to 30 R.Gs to rear of DURAND; silenced by our R.G.
batteries. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs did considerable firing on broken
down portions of enemy trenches, also on usual selected points in rear of enemy’s lines.
Enemy M.Gs quiet, but he showed slight activity with rifle fire, which seems to come from set
rifles. Sniping. Enemy snipers showed increased activity, especially in
neighbourhood of VERNON and COMMON Saps and on right subsection. Our snipers
showed usual activity, and report 4 observed hits from right sub-section. Movement.
Three men, presumably F.C.Os seen in front line at S.22.c.10.55, observing for 77 mm. guns
firing on our wire. Considerable movement throughout the afternoon at S.29.c.10.90.
Trenches and Works. Gap in trench and wire opposite our Northern PATRICIA Post, caused
by our artillery and T.M. fire, has been repaired. New work continues along enemy’s front
line trenches. Aircraft. Planes on both sides active during the day. About 3 pm. a plane
was seen to fall in flames some distance north of our frontage, to far off to be recognised.
At 9.30 am. enemy plane flew back as far as ARRAS-BETHUNE Road, and at 10.30 am.
enemy plane was seen over MONT ST. ELOY. A plane was seen to fall behind LA FOLIE
WOOD about 10.30 am, but was too distant to be recognised. Minor Raid. At 7.30 am.
2 Officers and 22 O.Rs of the R.C.R. entered enemy trenches at A.4.a.87.42, supported by
box barrage by artillery and T.Ms. 5 prisoners were captured and several dugouts destroyed.
It is estimated that about 50 casualties were inflicted on enemy.

See Appendix “A”

The party remained in enemy trench for 10 minutes and returned, having suffered two
casualties, one slight and one severe. On the night of January 23rd/24th. an inter Brigade
relief took place. The 49th. Battalion relieved the R.C.R. in the Right sub-section and the
P.P.C.L.I. the 42nd. Battalion in the Left Sub-section. The R.C.R. went into Divisional
Reserve at BOIS DES ALLEUX and the 42nd. Battalion into Brigade Support at LA
PORTIQUE.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 4 O.R. wounded. 42nd. Battalion, Lieut. K.A.C. ambell, Killed, 3 O.R.
wounded. 49th. Battalion 1 O.R. wounded.

Wed, Jan 24, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery very active during the day. Enemy’s artillery fairly active, firing on
our communication trenches and points in rear. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes very active,
firing 232 rds. Considerable damage done to trenches S.E. of WATLING, Posts on Albany
and EDMONTON Craters damaged, snipers post E. of VERNON badly damaged. Number
of rounds fired in retaliation for aerial darts. Enemy’s H.T.M. at A.4.a.85.75. active,
[inserted: L.T.M.] firing on area between VERNON and COMMON Saps and on P. LINE.
Number of aerial darts fired in rear of BIRKIN Sap. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Enemy
wiring party between LICHFIELD and WATLING dispersed by our R.Gs. Enemy threw 2
stick bombs at DURAND POST. Number of R.Gs fell in rear of DUFFIELD and TIDZA.
Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired as usual on selected targets in rear of enemy
lines. Our Lewis Guns fired at gaps in enemy’s wire during the night. Sniping. 4 hits
claimed on Right Sub-section, and one at S.22.c.10.65. Movement seen at various places
in rear of enemy’s lines and at low spots in his trenches during the day. Trenches and
Works. Enemy’s trenches repaired and new earth thrown out of his trenches at various
places. Aircraft. 4 enemy planes flew over our lines at different times during the day.
They were driven off by our anti-aircraft and M.G. fire. A number of our planes were up
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during the day. One of our planes engaged enemy at 11 am. but result could not be observed.
General. At 2 pm. 4 white flares were fired by enemy, landing in our DUFFIELD Trench. A
number of darts were immediately directed at this locality. At 11.15 am. a small bundle of
enemy documents and papers in the form of a roll, tied with string, were picked up in the
Observation Line in rear of DUFFIELD. It is not known how these papers came to be there.

Casualties:- R.C.R., att. Trench Mortar Bty. 1 O.R. killed. 42nd. Battalion 2 O.R. wounded.

Thu, Jan 25, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery very active during the day. An organised shoot with 9.2s took place.
Excellent work done in vicinity of B.4, B.5 and B.6, much trench material being thrown in the
air. Enemy’s artillery active, firing with 77 mm. and 4.1s on vicinity of firing line, O.62,
in Sunken Road S. of ROSS Street, and in DENIS LA ROCK. A number of 77 mm. fired on
P.LINE, SOMBARD LINE, and vicinity of EMPIRE REDOUBT. Trench Mortars.
Our Stokes particularly active along Brigade Front, doing considerable damage to enemy’s
wire, posts and trenches. 287 rds. in all were fired. Enemy’s T.Ms more than usually
active, some damage being done to O. Line and CHASSERY communication trench. 40
aerial torpedoes in vicinity of O.63, and a number of H.T.Ms in vicinity of DEVON Crater.
On left sub-section number of L.T.Ms fired near P. LINE between BIRKIN and COMMONS.
Patrols. A patrol on right sub-section report post between CHASSERY and ALBANY to be
occupied by enemy. Enemy wiring party seen opposite CHASSERY. Machine
Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs were active by night, firing 3500 rds. on targets in rear of
enemy’s lines. Sniping. 1 hit claimed on right sub-section and 3 on left sub-section.
Movement. Working party dispersed during the night in vicinity B.4 and B.5 Craters. Man
seen moving along from junction of ARTILLERIE WEG and Support Line to H.T.M.
Emplacement at S.28.b.23.25. This trench is evidently shallow and in bad condition. Men
seen observing artillery fire from S.28.b.1.3. Trenches and Works. New earth
observed on Tape Line and at several locations in enemy’s lines. Sacking has been thrown
over aperture of M.G. Emplacement at S.29.c.20.70. Aircraft. Enemy plane observed
to fall partially under control north of THELUS, as result of engagement with one of our
planes. General. At 8.40 am. a train was heard at approx. 75 degrees T.B. from
S.28.a.60.85.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. wounded, since died of wounds 1 O.R., 42nd. Battn. 1 O.R. accid.
wounded.
At night, Brigadier A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.O., proceeded to 3rd. Canadian Division, to
take over temporary command of the Division, and Lieutenant Colonel W.A. Griesbach,
D.S.O., Officer Commanding 49th. Canadian Battalion, took over command of the Brigade.

Fri, Jan 26, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery was active, firing on trenches and emplacements. Enemy’s artillery
not active. A few 77 mm. fell on O.62 and a number of 4.1s in vicinity of LA SALLE and
the QUARRIES. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes were again active doing considerable
damage to enemy’s wire and trenches, and firing on and dispersing working parties. Wire in
front of DURAND Crater badly damaged. 219 rounds were fired. Enemy’s H.T.Ms
again fired about ROSS Street, Support Line and Company H.Q. 20 rds. M.T.M. in vicinity
of P. LINE between BIRKIN and COMMON Saps. Number of darts in vicinity of



18

GRANGE. No damage done. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs carried out a shoot
on selected points in rear. Enemy M.Gs fairly active, firing short bursts during the night.

Sniping. 1 hit claimed on Right Sub-section, and one at S.22.c.60.65. Enemy
snipers active on Left Sub-section, firing from BROADMARSH on our Crater Posts.

Movement. Considerable movement seen throughout the day. Working party of 15
men seen behind the ECOLE COMMUNE. Trenches and Works. Enemy continues
work along his trenches, new earth being seen at several points. Patrols. An Officer and
N.C.O. patrolled between DURAND and BROADMARSH, locating enemy working party,
which was dispersed by Lewis Guns. Aircraft. 2 enemy planes seen over our lines
during the day.

Casualties:- N I L.

Sat, Jan 27, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery again active during the day. By night they shelled enemy’s C.Ts and
dumps. Enemy’s artillery fairly active from 8.30 am. till noon, firing on front line, C.Ts and
QUARRY Line of Left Sub-section. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes more than usually
active, firing 666 rounds, and badly damaging enemy’s front line, Crater posts and wire. A
barrage was placed on enemy front line S.E. and N.E. of DURAND to cover P.P.C.L.I.
raiding party. Enemy’s M.T.M. threw 10 rds. on P. Line and GIVENCHY Road. Not
active on right sub-section. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.Gs dispersed
enemy party working on wire between CHASSERY and ALBANY Craters. Number of
R.Gs fired at his posts. Enemy R.Gs not active. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our
M.Gs more than usually active, firing 9,000 rds. on points in rear of enemy’s lines.
Sniping. Our snipers active, claiming several hits during the day. Enemy snipers active
during minor raid on left sub-section. Movement. Small parties and sentries seen at
several points in enemy’s lines during the day. Trenches and Works. Revetting and
screening material seen at S.22.b.23.25. Mound about 20 yards to south has opening in side
about 1 foot 8 inches in diameter. M.G. Emplacement at S.29.c.20.60 has been altered,
opening being partly covered. Aircraft. A number of aeroplanes were over our lines
during the day. They were driven off by fire from anti-aircraft guns. Minor Raid. At
8.20 am. on 27th. inst. a raiding party of P.P.C.L.I. consisting of Major A. Rasmussen and 12
O.Rs entered the enemy trench at S.22.c.18.31, under cover of a Stokes barrage. The raid
was entirely successful, many casualties inflicted, enemy’s post destroyed and 2 prisoners
were brought in.

At 4 am on the 28th instant, raiding party of the P.P.C.L.I. attempted to rush enemy listening
post on BIRKIN Crater. Enemy was apparently on the alert and immediately bombed our
party, inflicting 2 slight casualties. Our party killed 2 of enemy in post, and then withdrew.

P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.Rs wounded.

Sun, Jan 28, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery displayed the usual activity. Enemy’s artillery very active between
7 and 8 am, evidently in retaliation for raid. 60 rds.77 mm. between GRANGE and BIRKIN
Saps and 25 rds. 5.9s in same vicinity. Trench Mortars Our Stokes fired 118 rds. in
conjunction with minor operation on enemy’s front line and posts, with good results.
Enemy’s H.T.M. at S.22.d.55.65 fired 4 rds. rear of CHASSERY at 12.15 pm. L.T.M fired
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60 rds. on O.63, and 30 rds rear of PATRICIA and BIRKIN. Machine Gun and Rifle
Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2000 rds. during the night on points in rear of enemy’s lines.
Sniping. Our snipers fired on several targets, but hits not observed. Enemy snipers active
from 9 to 10.30 am. Movement. Several men observed entering and leaving dugout
in earth mound at S.29.c.15.85. Men observed at several points in enemy’s trenches.
Trenches and Works. Working party heard in enemy line S. of VERNON Crater. Enemy
endeavoured to mend wire on left of WATLING Crater about 11 pm, but was dispersed by
out Lewis Guns. Aircraft. A number of aeroplanes were over our lines during the day.
They were engaged by our anti-aircraft guns, and driven off. General. Enemy much
quieter than usual during afternoon and night. Minor Raid. At 7 am. on 28th. instant, a
raiding party of 49th. Battalion, consisting of Lieut. J.H.M. Emslie, No. 432992, Sgt. H.L.
Holloway and 19 O.Rs entered enemy trenches at S.28.c.7.6., under cover of an artillery
barrage. The raid was entirely successful. A number of dugouts were bombed, and about 30
casualties inflicted on the enemy, about 9 dead Germans being seen in his trenches. 8
unwounded prisoners were brought in. Our casualties were two slightly wounded with
shrapnel in enemy trenches.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I., Lieuts. G.W. Little and A.N.B. Mortimer and 1 O.R. wounded.
42nd. Battn. 1 O.R. wounded. 49th. Battalion. 1 O.R. killed. Lieut. L.G. Jellett and 5 O.Rs.
wounded.

On the night of January 28th/29th. an inter-Brigade relief was carried out. The R.C.R.
relieved the 49th. Battalion in the right sub-section, the latter going to Divisional Reserve at
BOIS DES ALLEUX. The 42nd. Battalion relieved the P.P.C.L.I. in the left sub-section, the
latter going into Brigade Support at LA PORTIQUE.

Mon, Jan 29, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Field artillery active during the day, shelling enemy’s C.Ts, dumps in rear and
his front line. Our 6" shelled THELUS. Enemy’s artillery unusually quiet.
Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 115 rds. during the day with good effect on enemy’s front
line and posts. Enemy H.T.M. fired 7 rds. on ROSS Street and O.63. M.T.M. and L.T.M.
fired on O.63 and O.64. 8 H.T.M. fell on left sub-section, 5 of these being “duds”. 40
aerial darts fired in vicinity of P. Line and BIRKIN Sap. Machine Gun and Rifle
Fire. Our M.Gs more than usually active, firing 6,500 rds. on selected points in enemy’s
lines. Our Lewis Guns active, sweeping enemy’s front line and posts, and keeping gaps in
enemy’s wire open. Sniping. Our snipers obtained no observed hits. Enemy snipers
active, obtaining 1 hit on left sub-section. Patrols. Lieut. England and 1 N.C.O. left
our lines at 11 am, and proceeded along disused Sap running between the TWINS and
CHASSERY Craters. About 40 yds. From out No.2 post this sap joins another disused sap
running roughly North and South. At this point they found 3 boxes of Mills bombs, one of
which was brought back to our lines. This sap runs to a blind end N.E. of TWIN Crater.
Patrol then proceeded North to enemy post on East Lip. No movement was seen or heard in
enemy trenches.

2 men thought to be an enemy patrol were fired at by our WATLING Post at 12.30 am. At
11.30 pm. our No.7 post, O.64, was approached by 4 men. This party was driven back by
Lewis Guns and bombs. At 1.30 am. two men were seen in the same vicinity and the same
action taken. Movement. A man came overland from PETIT VIMY and entered trench
at A.5.b.80.40. Some movement seen in enemy trenches during the day. Trenches
and Works. New sandbags have been put on parapet at S.28.d.30.40. Telescope was
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observed being used from this point. Small pile of bathmats can be seen in front of trench at
S.28.d.80.60. Aircraft. Several enemy planes flew over our lines during the day, but were
all engaged by our planes, and retired. Enemy anti-aircraft guns very active. General.
Throughout the night a steam engine could be distinctly heard in vicinity of PRINZ ARNOLF
GRABEN. Enemy seem very nervous and use many flares.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. wounded, 42nd. Battalion, 2 O.Rs wounded ( 1
accidental).

Tue, Jan 30, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery were active. Enemy’s artillery active, firing a number of 77 mm. on
O.62, O.63, DE LA FOURCHE, LA SALLE Ave. and QUARRY Line. A number of 4.1s
and 5.9s in NEUVILLE ST. VAAST and a few rds. on P. Line between COMMONS and
VERNON Trenches. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 220 rds. doing considerable
damage to enemy’s front line and wire, and destroying enemy post East of DUFFIELD.
Some night firing was done between GRANGE and DUFFIELD, and on front line N.E. of
DUFFIELD. Our Stokes also fired with good retaliatory effect to enemy’s darts. Enemy
H.T.M fired 2 rds. vicinity of CHASSERY TRENCH and 2 in in vicinity of ALBANY. A
number of M.T.Ms on O.63, rear of B.4 Crater, and behind P.73 and P.74. Josephine No.2
fired 10 rds. in front of VERNON Sap. A number of aerial torpedoes in vicinity of DE LA
FOURCHE. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our Rifle Grenadiers active throughout
the night on enemy’s posts. Enemy threw 2 egg bombs in vicinity of WATLING Crater
Post, and a few R.Gs in vicinity of LICHFIELD. A number of R.Gs and darts fell in vicinity
of P.76 and P.77. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs were active throughout
the night, firing 4000 rds. on targets in rear of enemy’s lines. Enemy’s M.Gs not so active
as usual. Sniping. Our snipers claim 4 hits on enemy in low part of trench opposite
GRANGE. Our snipers have put new sniping post in P.77 which covers enemy’s snipers
position on BROADMARSH. Periscopic rifles are used in BIRKIN and DUFFIELD
Craters. Movement. Slight movement seen on LENS-ARRAS Road. Considerable
movement at S.29.c.15.85. Trenches and Works. Enemy is constructing new
trench or reclaiming old one on highest point of BROADMARSH opposite our No.2 Sap.
New work observed on several of enemy’s posts and his wire has been repaired and
strengthened at several points. Loose wire has been placed on parapet of front line from
WATLING to B.4 Crater. Several parties were dispersed here during the night by Lewis Gun
fire. Aircraft. Enemy plane observed over our lines during the morning, but was forced to
return by our anti-aircraft fire. General. Enemy put up 2 white flares behind
GRANGE at 10.10 am; no apparent results followed. When our Stokes opened fire between
GRANGE and DUFFIELD at 11.30 pm., enemy sent up red flare.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wounded, P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wounded, 42nd. Battalion 1 O.R.
killed.

Wed, Jan 31, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery very active during the day. At 2.30 pm. our heavies carried out a
bombardment of PRINZ ARNOLF GRABEN, doing considerable damage. At 9 pm. an
active bombardment of enemy’s front line system to left of DURAND was carried out.
Enemy’s artillery fairly active, especially during the afternoon, when they retaliated to our
heavies with 5.9s, 4.1s, and 77 mm. shells on our front, support and communication trenches.
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Trench Mortars. Our Stokes active during the day. They did much damage to enemy front
line trenches and wire, and completely destroyed snipers post on DURAND. Sandbags and
timber were thrown into the air from front line between DURAND and BROADMARSH, and
4 of the enemy were seen running from this place. They also fired on enemy’s front line and
C.Ts in retaliation for darts. Enemy’s H.T.Ms active, firing in vicinity of ROSS Street and
O.S. 64. Number of aerial torpedoes fired in vicinity of O.62, DE LA FOURCHE, P. 75 and
P.76. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.G. batteries active through the night.
Enemy’s R.G. Batteries silenced by our Stokes Guns. Machine Gun and Rifle
Fire. Our M.Gs fired 4500 rds. during the night on enemy’s C.Ts and selected points in the
rear. Enemy showed more activity with his M.Gs on the right sub-section during the early
part of the night than usual. Sniping. Our snipers active during the day, claiming 4
observed hits and several periscopes broken. Patrols. A patrol left No.7 post and
proceeded to sap running from CHASSERY to B.7. The wire along this sap is about 12 feet
deep and very strong. An enemy post was seen in this sap about 20 yards E. of CHASSERY
Crater. This post was bombed, and the patrol withdrew. Movement. Some movement
seen in THELUS. Considerable movement observed in various parts of enemy’s lines
during the day. During the night, trucks could be heard on light railway to the left rear of
WATLING Crater. Trenches and Works. H.T.Ms which were active during the day
were located at the following points:- S.28.d.3.4., S.28.b.23.25., (Mortars from this
emplacement were all air bursts), S.28.d.55.65. Several enemy wiring parties were dispersed
during the night. Enemy continues work on his trenches, new earth being thrown out at
several places. Aircraft. Several of out ow n and enemy’s planes were up during the
day. General. Heavy transport could be heard on the THELUS Road throughout the
night. At 12 midnight 30 yellow flares, bursting into red, were observed to the right of our
right sub-section. At 2.50 am. red flares were sent up from left of BIRKIN. At 11.30 pm. a
succession of purple flares were sent up opposite the centre company on our left sub-section.
Indications point to a relief taking place on the right sub-section during the night.
Casualties:- 42nd. Battalion, 1 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. wounded.

1.2.17. [War Diary signed by W.A. Griesbach, Lieutenant-Colonel]

“A”

Report on Enemy Raid on No. 9 Post, B.5 Crater, S.28.c.7.1½..
at 8.00 pm. January 12th. 1917.

By Company Commander, Royal Canadian Regt.
---------------------------------------

At 8.00 p.m. there were three Officers on duty, Lieuts. McCallum, Pickford and
Macpherson. Lieuts. McCallum and Macpherson were visiting the posts and while at No. 7 a
shriek was heard from No. 9 Post. The Officers rushed to the scene, and when at “A” (see
sketch attached) the Germans were seen against the sky line at “B”. Lieut. MacCallum fired
at these men, and one was seen to fall. We then went up to the post at “C”, where a bomber
was still on duty. What happened was as follows:-

The enemy patrol entered our line between Post 9 and Post 11, very probably by the
unoccupied post “D” and there was very nearly continuous machine gun fire at this time
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which enabled the patrol to approach without being heard. The next thing that happened was
that all of a sudden the post found themselves held up at half a yard off. One man threw up
his hands, the other fought with his enemy and succeeded in holding him down, when he was
shot at by the other Germans. He let his man go and ran down the sap to the Lewis Gunners
in “E” . The bomber took cover under the shelter but did not throw a bomb as the space was
so confined that he would have got friend and foe alike. Two of the enemy went across our
wire with their prisoner at “F” . The other three went over at “B”, where they were fired
upon as mentioned before. The bomber then got out of the shelter and fired upon the party
that left at “F”. All the grenades were knocked over in the scuffle. The left arm of “Y” sap
was then entered, but nothing was found.

The matter was reported to Headquarters, and Major Willetts came up for further
details. The post was again visited, and when the left arm of the “Y” sap was entered, the
feet of the prisoner were seen protruding from the small shelter. He was hauled out and
proved to be a Hun. He had three egg bombs with him, which he left behind in the shelter.
He was shot through the leg, but not badly. He was escorted to Headquarters.

The left arm of the “Y” sap is now manned and wire is being put in front of the post
and the disused trench is being further blocked with wire.

13.1.17. (sgd) E.E. MacCallum. Lieutenant.

Situation sketch.

Thu, Feb 1, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE, Reference Map VIMY 36c.S.W.
3. 1/10,000 & ROCLINCOURT, 51 B. N.W.1, 1/10,000.

Artillery. At 7.00 am, our artillery, assisted by Trench Mortars and Stokes Guns, placed a
barrage around WATLING Crater, simulating attack. Our guns active throughout the rest of
the day. Enemy’s artillery retaliated with 77 cm. Shells at 7.30 am, firing a number of shells
on DENIS LA ROCK, COMBOW and PARALLEL 8. A few of heavier calibre were fired
into LA TARGETTE. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes were active, firing 308 rds. during
the day on enemy’s front line trenches and posts. Post and wire E. of PATRICIa were
damaged, and new work E. of DURAND was destroyed. Our 2" mortars fired between
B.4 and B.5. Enemy’s L.T.Ms fired a number of rds. on DE LA FOURCHE and O.63. A
number of L.T.Ms and darts on P.74, P.75, GIVENCHY Road and BIRKIN Sap. 3 H.T.Ms
fell on P.74. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. During the demonstration in the morning, our
M.Gs fired 3000 rds. on THELUS and PETIT VIMY and road through S.29.b and S.29.d.
During the night our M.Gs fired on enemy C.Ts and selected points in rear of his lines.
Enemy’s M.Gs showed the usual activity. Sniping. 1 hit is claimed from DUFFIELD
No.2 Post. Enemy snipers much less active than usual. Movement. 3 men
observed at S.28.b.15.35 appeared to be looking over our lines. At S.28.b.70.65 6 men
were seen passing low spot in SWISCHEN STELLUNG. A man was seen opposite
PATRICIA No.2 Post wearing a Field Cap with Red Band. Considerable movement was
observed in enemy’s lines throughout the morning. Trenches and Works. Enemy is
doing a great deal of work cleaning out and repairing his trenches. New earth and chalk
observed at several points along his parapet. Enemy appears to be rebuilding his old
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bombing post on the southern lip of CHASSERY Crater. Mound of earth at S.29.c.20.70
has been removed. Enemy post opposite out BIRKIN Post has been strengthened. At
S.22.d.3.8. a large bellis suspended from framework (2 uprights and cross-piece).
Aircraft. A number of enemy planes were up during the day. During the afternoon 5 of
them attacked one of our planes, forcing it to descend in our lines. A number of enemy
captive balloons were up for short periods during the day. General. A white flare,
and then a red one, with seven minutes interval, were sent up opposite our right sub-section at
7 pm. No apparent action followed.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, Lieut. W.M. Ewart Ross accidentally wounded by
parachute light. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed.

Fri, Feb 2, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. At 8 am. our 18 pdrs and 4.5s, in conjunction with Stokes Guns and 2" T.Ms, put a
barrage on German Support Line behind B.4 and B.6, lasting for 10 minutes. During the
rest the day our 18 pdrs. and 4.5s were active. Enemy’s artillery retaliated to our
simulated attack with 4.1s, H.T.Ms and M.T.Ms on our C.Ts and firing positions, and with
heavy shrapnel and H.E. on WINCHESTER HOUSE, PARALLEL 8, O.62.S, WATLING
ST. and DE LA FOURCHE. Trench Mortars. Out Stokes fired 129 rds. during the
day on enemy’s front line and posts. They dispersed enemy working party S. of DURAND
Crater. Enemy’s H.T.Ms and L.T.Ms very active against P.74 and P.75 throughout the
day; L.T.Ms fired 70 rds in vicinity of DE LA FOURCHE and O.63 during the afternoon.
Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. At 8 am. our M.Gs fired 3500 rds. in co-operation with
simulated attack, and during the night they fired 5000 rds on enemy’s C.Ts and rear positions.
Our Lewis Guns dispersed 2 enemy wiring parties between B.4 and B.5. Patrols.
Defensive patrols covered our front during the night. Movement. Considerable
movement was seen in enemy’s trenches and rear works throughout the day. At 11 am. 5
men were seen digging at S.29.c.20.65, but disappeared before artillery could open up on
them. At 2.45 pm. 3 men reappeared at this place. Movement was observed on the
LENS-ARRAS Road through the day. Sentries were observed at several points in enemy’s
lines. Trenches and Works. Mound at S.28.b.17.10 appears to have an opening or shaft near
the top. Chalk observed here. At S.29.c.20.75 men were seen emptying chalk from bags.
1 of these men was wearing a white smock. Large volumes of smoke seen issuing from
trench during the day at A.5.d.95.40 and A.5.c.50.70. Aircraft very active throughout
the day. Enemy planes over our lines at intervals between 9 am and 12 noon. Our planes
patrolled our own and enemy’s lines. General. Light Railway train, heavily loaded,
moving from south to north, was heard due east of CHASSERY Crater at 8.45 pm.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. accidentally wounded, 49th Battn, 1
O.R. wounded.

On the night of the 2nd/3rd. an inter-Brigade relief took place. The 49th. Battalion relieved
the R.C.R. in the right sub-section, the latter going into Brigade Support at LA PORTIQUE.
The P.P.C.L.I. relieved the 42nd. Battalion in the left sub-section, the latter going into
Divisional Reserve at BOIS DES ALLEUX.

Sat, Feb 3, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
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Artillery. Our artillery active throughout the day, firing on selected targets in enemy’s lines.
Enemy’s artillery more active than usual. His 77 mm. and 4.1 guns fired on DENISE LA
ROCK and LICHFIELD St, O.62, O.S.62, COMBOW and P. and P.S. Line. His 77 mm.
fired on LA SALLE, SOMBARD Line, and DURAND, DUFFIELD and GRANGE Craters.
His 4.1s fired 12 rds. into NEUVILLE ST. VAAST. Trench Mortars. Our
Stokes Guns did no firing during the day. Our M.T.Ms fired a few rds. on both sub-sections.
Enemy’s H.T.Ms active. Several direct hits made on WATLING Street. L.T.Ms fired
between Observation and Firing Line, O.63. Darts active at intervals during the day between
TIDZA, COMMONS and BIRKIN Saps. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. On four
occasions the enemy tried to fix his wire on lip of B.5 Crater, but was dispersed each time by
our R.Gs. Our R.Gs dispersed enemy working party at A.4.a.7.9. Our rifle grenadiers
active along the whole front, firing salvoes into enemy front line and posts. Enemy’s R.Gs
fairly active, firing on Observation Line between DEVON and ALBANY. Machine
Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs were active, firing on ECOLE COMMUNE, THELUS
Village, and selected targets in rear of enemy’s lines. Sniping. Our snipers active
during the day, 4 observed hits being made, and 2 periscopes smashed. Movement.
Sentries were seen at several points in enemy’s lines during the day. 2 men covered with
chalk were seen at S.28.a.35.90. At S.28.b.10.20, 8 men were seen moving through trench
towards ARTILLERIE WEG. Trenches and Works. Enemy observed working at
several places repairing damage done to his trenches by our artillery. New wire observed at
several places. Work on his trenches continues, new earth and chalk being observed on
parapet. Considerable smoke seen in enemy’s lines during the day. Aircraft. Enemy’s
planes were kept well over their own line by our machines, which patrolled enemy’s lines
during the day. General. Enemy’s trains could be distinctly heard in rear of ECOLE
COMMUNE at 8.30 am. One steam engine could be heard. A new flare was seen at
8.30 pm. to the left of WATLING Crater, and another soon afterwards to the right of
LICHFIELD. This flare is similar to an ordinary white flare, but when descending it breaks
into a red flare. From 8.15 to 8.30 pm, about 500 yards east of ALBANY, enemy was
signalling with lights. No answering signals were seen. At 8.45 am, enemy sprung a small
camouflet directly in front of PATRICIA No. 2 Post. Enemy post opposite was badly
damaged. Our post was s lightly damaged.

Casualties:- 42nd. Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.

On the night of February 3rd. Brigadier A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.O., returned from the
3rd. Canadian Division, where he had been in temporary command, and resumed command of
the Brigade.

Sun, Feb 4, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery were active, firing on Support Line, H.T.M. Emplacements and
selected targets on SWISCHEN STELLUNG. Enemy’s artillery active from 10.30 am. to
2.30 pm, putting a scattered fire of 77 mm. shells over the forward area in the right sub-
section and about 20 77 mm. on GOODMAN C.T. and P.73. Trench Mortars. Stokes
fired 208 rds. on enemy’s posts, front line, wire, saps and M.G. emplacements, doing
considerable damage. Our M.T.Ms fired 43 rds. on enemy Crater Posts and Observation
Line, obtaining several hits on the latter behind GRANGE. Enemy’s T.Ms of all calibres
active against usual points in our lines. Two "3 gun" dart batteries in Support Line between
DURAND and BROADMARSH were active between 11 am. and 4 pm. Bombing &
Rifle Grenades. Our R.G batteries dispersed enemy working party behind B.4. Salvoes of
R.Gs were fired at intervals on enemy’s posts. Enemy not very active. Machine
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Gun & Rifle Fire. Out M.Gs fired 2750 rds. on enemy’s Overland Routes and C.Ts, and on
THELUS Village. Our Lewis Guns swept enemy lines, especially Observation Line, at
intervals, to prevent wire being put out. Enemy night rifle fire has increased slightly.
Sniping. Our snipers very active during the day, eight observed hits being claimed, one of
these being on a man thought to be an Officer. Eight periscopes were smashed.
Movement. Individual men or pairs of men were observed at various points in enemy’s lines
during the day. 3 men emptying sandbags at S.28.a.85.15 were dispersed by our snipers.
Trenches & Works. At S.28.a.35.90, enemy has blocked trench back of Crater Lip where it
was blown down by camouflet on 3rd. instant. New wire has been placed in front of block.
Aircraft. At 3.15 pm, combats between 2 German planes and 2 British planes resulted in our
two planes being shot down and one German damaged. Aircraft were very active all day.

General. At 5.10 am. 1 red flare, followed by a white flare, was shot from
front line East of BIRKIN.

Casualties:-

Mon, Feb 5, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery carried out registration on points in SWISCHEN STELLUNG, C.Ts,
Support Line and Strong Points. Enemy’s artillery showed very little activity. 6 rds 77
mm in front of O.64 and O.65. 15 rds. fired between P.77 and Craters; 3 of these fell short
in enemy trench in front of GRANGE Crater and threw up a considerable amount of timber.
Trench Mortars. Stokes fired 322 rds. on enemy wire at various points, badly damaging it.
At snipers post South of DUrand plate was destroyed and much timber thrown up. Enemy’s
front line badly damaged in several places. Our 2" T.Ms registered on B.7 and behind
GRANGE Crater. Enemy’s H.T.M. active on DE LA FOURCHE, doing some damage.
In the afternoon his L.T.Ms fired on same place. His H.T.Ms and L.T.Ms also fired on O.63
and Watling Sap at minehead. 60 rds. darts fell between P.75 and P.76 and Crater
Line. New L.T.M. in support line between DURAND and BROADMARSH fired 6 rds. in
front of P.77. Bombing & Rifle Grenades. Our R.Gs dispersed 2 enemy working
parties to rear of B.4. Fired considerably on front line between GRANGE and the TWINS.
Enemy fairly active with light aerial torpedoes. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs
active during the night on enemy’s rear communications. Our Lewis Guns swept enemy’s
wire during the night to prevent new work being done. Sniping. Our snipers very
active, obtaining 6 hits, one uncertain, the rest observed. One periscope broken. Enemy’s
snipers much less active than usual. Whenever they fire, our rifle grenadiers put salvoes of
R.Gs on post they are firing from. Movement. Enemy seemed very anxious to repair his
wire on the left rear of B.4 crater. A single man returned 4 times during the night trying to
repair this gap. Considerable movement has been seen in vicinity of B.7 during the last two
days, and our snipers have obtained 8 hits on enemy in this locality. Trenches & Works.
Large quantities of chalk observed at several places on enemy’s parapet. At S.28.a.60.49. a
box can be seen 18" high and 3' wide and 3' long. Low mound is 10' to the right of this.

Aircraft. At 2.30 pm. 20 of our planes crossed enemy’s lines and dropped bombs due
East of our front. Besides the explosion of the bombs, a continuous rumble as though an
ammunition dump had been blown up, was heard. A man was observed at S.29.c.2.6.
looking to the rear with field glasses. Ours and enemy’s planes were very active over the
front line.

Casualties:- 42nd. Bn. 1 OR. wdd. 49th. Bn. 1 OR. killed and 1 OR. wdd. Can. M.G. Coy. 1
OR. kld.
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Tue, Feb 6, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Our artillery active during the day and night. The 6" Hows registered on B.7. crater. Much
timber was thrown into the air and trenches and w ire destroyed. Our 18 pdrs dispersed
working parties at A.4.b.2.5. Our retaliation against enemy H.T.M. caused enemy some
casualties as stretcher bearers were seen carrying men overland. Enemy’s artillery. Not very
active. A few rds. 77.mm. were fired on De La Fourche – parallel VIII and Sombard line. T.
Mortars. Our Stokes fired effectively on enemy’s front line E. of Twins – Front line between
Albany and Devon craters, Trenches E. of Devon and Edmonton – wire in front of Duffield
and enemy’s posts on Grange and Patricia’s Craters. Enemy’s T.Ms. H.T.M was active
during the day on right sub-section firing on Denis La Rock, De La Fourche and Resistance
line. H.T.Ms active at A.4.a.85.75. – S.28.d.3.4. and S.28.b.23.25. 9 of the H.T.Ms from the
latter location burst in the air. Enemy’s Medium and Light T.Ms fairly active throughout the
day. They fired on Common sap – P. line and Observation line behind Tidza and Birkin.
Bombing & Rifle Grenades. Our Grenadiers fired intermittently on enemy posts and
Observation line. Enemy’s fire was in retaliation on our Observation line behind Tidza and
Birkin Craters. M.G. fire. 2,000 rds were fired on Thelus, Ecole Commune and S.29.b. Our
Lewis Guns fired on enemy front line throughout the night. An enemy wiring party at
A.4.b.2.5. was fired on and dispersed some casualties having been caused. Sniping. Two
hits made by our snipers at S.28.c.65.75. A sentry was shot on Albany post. S.28.a.55.45.
two unobserved hits made at 7.30.a.m. S.22.c.10.50. another sentry was shot. Enemy’s
sniping quiet. Patrols. Usual defensive patrols were out during the night. An officer’s
patrol of 49th Bn. went out in daylight in disused sap between B.4 and B.5. Enemy reported
not to occupy post on north side of B.4 crater. Post has been completely destroyed by our
Stokes fire. Movement. Sentries were seen at the following points :- A.5.c.45.80 –
A.5.c.35.75 – A.5.d.35.40. and S.29.c.30.45. Several men were seen to pass low spot in
trench at A.5.c.5.5. Other movement in small parties was seen in enemy lines during the day.
Trenches & Works. Work was noticed in progress at S.29.c.20.75. also considerable new
chalk has been dumped here. From A.4.b.20.10. to A.4.d.50.80. approx. new wire is being
put up. Artillery and M.G’s fired on this location during the night. Aircraft. Very active.
Both enemy’s and our own were up from between 11.am. and 4.p.m. General. Enemy
transport heard due east of Devon Crater at 8.a.m. and 5.p.m. Train heard at 10.p.m.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. wdd. 49th Bn. 4 OR wdd.

Wed, Feb 7, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Heavies were particularly active during the afternoon shelling in vicinity of
Swischen Stellung and Prinz Arnolf Graben. Our 18 pdrs were active on enemy’s front line.
Enemy’s artillery fire was chiefly 77.mm. scattered along our front, support and
communication trenches. 12 rds of 4.1" were fired on crater posts between Grange and Birkin
Group. T. Mortars. Our 60 pdrs fired 12 rds on trenches in rear of Grange getting some good
hits on trenches. Our Stokes were again active on enemy crater posts, saps, front line and
wire. The fire being very effective. Enemy’s H. Trench Mortars were fairly active. The fire
was directed against Ross St, Watling Crater and vicinity. Enemy’s medium and L.T.Ms
showed the usual activity firing on our saps, posts and trenches. M.G. & Rifle Fire. Our
M.Gs kept up a brisk fire on enemy’s communications during the night. Our Lewis Guns fired
on enemy working parties and front system of trenches. Enemy’s M.Gs fairly active during
the night. They were also active by day against our aeroplanes. Sniping. The enemy
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presented fewer targets for our snipers but an unobserved hit is claimed at S.22.c.10.60.
Several periscopes were also broken. Enemy’s snipers were less active than usual.
Movement. Men were observed loitering about suspected dugout entrance at A.5.c.45.65.
Men were seen looking over trench at A.5.b.65.05. Movement was also seen along Swischen
Stellung and S.29.c.98.20. throughout the day. Trenches & Works. Wire has been placed in
front of trench at S.28.c.98.15. to A.4.b.05.80. A number of rolls of wire can be seen lying
around at this point. The M.G. emplacement at S.29.c.20.70. (Swischen Stellung) has been
destroyed by our artillery fire. Aircraft. Very active on both sides. General. 13 white lights
were fired by enemy during the day; 6 of these were strung together and the remainder
followed in quick succession. Red and green flares were also fired from enemy support lines
between 10.30.a.m. and 1.p.m. They were also seen on extreme right and left.

Casualties:- R.C.R. Major LOGAN wounded while on duty. 42nd Battalion 2 OR. wounded.
49th Battalion 1 OR. killed and 1 OR. wounded.

The following inter Battalion reliefs took place during the early evening. The 42nd Bn.
relieved the P.P.C.L.I. in the left sub-section. The P.P.C.L.I. went into Divisional Res. The
R.C.R. relieved the 49th Bn. in the right sub-section, the 49th Bn. going into Bde. Reserve.

Thu, Feb 8, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Our artillery were active both day and night on the following targets :- Support line, Prinz
Arnolf Graben, Swischen Stellung, La Folie Wood and and the front line between Durand and
Broadmarsh Craters. Enemy’s Artillery, chiefly 77.mm. spread the fire over our front, support
and communication trenches doing little damage. T. Mortars. Our Stokes showed the usual
activity. Successful shooting being done on enemy’s posts, saps and wire. Enemy’s Heavy
Trench Mortars fired a few rounds on De La Fourche and O.63 Observation line. His Light
and Medium T.Ms were fairly active on our posts and saps. M.G. & Rifle fire. Our M.Gs
fired on S.29.b., S.29.c. and S.29.d. during the night and our Lewis guns were active on
enemy’s front line and gaps in enemy’s wire. Sniping. There were fewer targets
presented for our snipers but one hit is claimed at S.28.c.75.30. Enemy’s snipers were active
at night but quiet during the day. Movement. Two men seen observing our lines at
S.29.c.20.75. Two men seen carrying plank at S.29.a.50.60. Trenches & Works. New wire
has been placed from A.4.d.96.75 to A.4.d.80.95. several spools of wire were seen laying
around. Our artillery and M.Gs fired on this target but work still continuous. A.4.a.85.25. to
A.4.a.95.10. wire destroyed by our stokes. Much new earth has been thrown up at S.22.c.2.7.
Aircraft. Both ours and enemy planes were active throughout the day. General. Enemy fired
several coloured rockets during the time our artillery were firing on enemy’s trenches and
works.

Casualties :- R.C.R. 1 OR. wdd. – 42nd Bn. 1 OR. kld. – 49th Bn. 1 OR. acc. Wdd.

Fri, Feb 9, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Our heavies and 18 pdrs were active firing on enemy front support and communication
trenches. Enemy’s artillery was also active. Between 10.40.a.m. and 11.30.a.m. our front
support and communication trenches were heavily shelled with 77.mm. on our right sub-
section. A few rds 77.mm. were fired into Neuville Sg [St] Vaast and a few scattered shots
along Givenchy Rd, P. Line, Sombard line and P.74 – 77. T Mortars. Our Stokes and 2"
mortars did effective firing on enemy posts, saps and front line also in rear of Watling and
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B.9. Craters. Enemy’s M.T.M’s and L.T.M’s were also active. 42 rds M.T.M’s were fired
on O.62, 63 and 64 and his L.T.M’s fired on O.65, P.74,-77, Denis La Rock and Observation
line. 16 rds H.T.M. were fired on Ross St. Bombing & Rifle Grenades. The usual night
activity by our Grenadiers was maintained. Little activity from enemy. MG. And Rifle fire.
2,900 rds were fired by out M.Gs on squares S.29.d. S.29.b. and S.29.c. Our Lewis guns were
also active at night and fired on and dispersed a working party causing at least one casualty.
Sniping. Less active than usual. Enemy presented fewer targets. Enemy sniper inactive.
Patrols. Our patrols out during the night encountered none of enemy. A patrol composed of
Sgt. Shaw, Sgt. Brearley, and Cpl. Treston, R.C.R, crawled over to enemy post on E. lip of
Twins crater with a view to capturing some of enemy. They were seen and fired on and forced
to retire. The men in the post wore spiked helmets of dark grey colour. Movement. Enemy
were seen in their front line trenches in quite large numbers about 10.a.m. and some were seen
running down the line behind B.4. crater. There was great T.M. and aerial torpedo activity on
the part of the enemy at that time. They appeared to be standing to and it is thought that our
patrol on Twins crater was the cause of this. Our artillery opened on enemy’s lines and our
Grenadiers was also active. T. & Works. From S.22.c.02.70 to S.22.c.07.47 enemy working
on trench joining saps. Our artillery and M.G’s fired on this location, and Stokes also fired in
this vicinity during the night. This trench is 5 yds in front of enemy wire. A.4.d.90.75. to
A.4.d.80.95 work still continues and wire and trench close behind. 8 large rolls of wire was
observed on parados of trench. The gap in enemy wire opposite Patricia Crater has been
repaired, and enemy are busy working on new sap in this vicinity. Aircraft. Both sides
were active throughout the day.

Casualties :- R.C.R. 5 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 3 OR. wdd one of which was accidental.

Sat, Feb 10, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. The usual firing on enemy trenches and works was carried out by our artillery
during the day and night. From 7.15.p.m. to 7.45.p.m. our artillery heavily shelled enemy
front, support and communication trenches in retaliation to severe shelling by enemy of our
lines. Enemy’s artillery more quiet than usual until 6.50.p.m. when a barrage of 77.mm. and
4.5’s was put on our crater posts., front line, supports and communication trenches. There was
also a heavy T. mortar fire at the time of the barrage. Other points in our lines were shelled
with a few 77.mm. during the day. T. Mortars. Our Stokes did considerable damage to
enemy posts, saps and trenches and made several gaps in enemy’s wire. Enemy was also
active with T. mortars. His H.T.M’s fired on Ross st., O.63, De La Fourche and in rear of B.4.
36 rds M.T.M’s were fired in vicinity of Watling St. O.62 and O.63. Enemy Dart Batteries
were active on our left sub-section traversing our Observation and P. line. During the artillery
barrage enemy’s T.M’s also showed increased activity. Bombing & Rifle Grenades. Our
Grenadiers maintained their activity at night and fired on enemy posts and saps. M.G. & Rifle
Fire. There was the usual M.G. activity at night with the exception of during the time enemy
was active with his barrage fire when our M.G’s and Lewis guns showed great activity.
Patrols. A patrol under Lieut. Taylor, R.C.R. reconnoitred enemy post on Albany crater and
found it still unoccupied by enemy and wire in poor condition. Another patrol under an
N.C.O. investigated enemy post on N. side of Devon. This post was found to be occupied and
it was thought by the noise that at least 6 men held this post. Minor Operation. (Enemy’s)
During the time enemy put on the barrage in rear of Watling, Lichfield and B.4. craters, and
on our firing and support line, he blew a camouflet under Chassery crater throwing back our
lip on that crater about 15 feet. The new lip was consolidated by us and wired. During this
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operation the enemy attempted to raid our lines at No.1. post B.4. crater. This he failed to do
being driven off by our rifle fire and bombs. The artillery barrage put on enemy lines in
answer to our S.O.S. form the right Coy. R.C.R. undoubtedly prevented enemy from
attempting a much stronger raid. Our casualties from this operation were 1 killed and 11
wounded. (5 by shell fire; 5 buried and 1 by the explosion of the camouflet. Movement. At
6.15.a.m. 6 men were seen to leave Watling Crater post; later 3 of these men returned.
Movement was seen throughout the day at S.28.c.98.20. Trenches & Works. Work still
continues on wire and trench from A.4.d.90.75.to A.4.d.80.95. Much work noticed to have
been done between Broadmarsh and Durand Craters, and on trench in rear of Grange Craters
A new trench is being dug from centre of Broadmarsh crater and running in a northerly
direction more some distance along the adjoining Division’s front.

Casualties :- R.C.R. 5 OR’ wdd. [inserted: 42nd] 3 OR. wdd. inc. 1 OR. acc. wdd.

The 7th Can. Training Bn, in accordance with O.O. No.66 attached moved from HOUDAIN
to AUCHEL on this date.

See O.O. No. 66.

Sun, Feb 11, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Our artillery displayed the usual activity and fired on squares S.28.a.- S.22.c.- and S.28.b.
Enemy’s artillery was unusually quiet only firing a few rds on our support and
communication trenches. T. Mortars. Our Stokes were active and fired 424 rds on enemy
posts, saps and front trenches wilh [with] very effective results, much material being thrown
into the air. Enemy’s T.M. fire was also more quiet than usual. 9 H.T.M’s were fired in
vicinity of ROSS ST. and Watling at 12 noon. 4 H.T.M’s near Birkin and P.75. 37 rds
L.T.M’s in vicinity of O.62-63 and a few aerial torpedoes along our front. Bombing. Our
Grenadiers were active and dispersed enemy working party to left of Durand Crater. Enemy
posts were fired on during the night. M.G. & Rifle fire. The usual night firing was done by
our M.G’s and Lewis guns. Our Lewis Guns dispersed a small party of enemy who attempted
to approach our lines to right of B.4. crater. Sniping. Few targets presented and no hits
claimed. Patrols. A patrol under Sgt. Shaw and Cpls Doucette and Treston went out with a
view to ascertaining damage caused by enemy’s camouflet the previous evening to his side of
crater (Chassery) Lip was found to be much damaged and post on S.E lip demolished and
unoccupied. Movement. Seven men were seen at S.28.a.5.7. and two men seen observing at
S.22.c.53.70. Other movement was seen in one’s and two’s during the day in enemy trenches.
Trenches & Works. Enemy continuous work on his new support trench and wire. A M.G.
emplacement seen at S.22.c.20.4.0. and appears to be made of concrete. A Machine gun was
also seen mounted on parapet at S.28.c.98.20., fired a few rds and was taken down again.
Aircraft. 6 enemy planes were over our lines during the afternoon. Our planes were also
active.

Casualties :- R.C.R. 1 OR. kld. And 13 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 OR. acc. wdd.

On this date the P.P.C.L.I. in Divisional Reserve at BOIS DES ALLEUX, were relieved by
the 24th Battalion of the 5th Can. Inf. Bde., The P.P.C.L.I. proceeded to our Training area in
vicinity of BRUAY by march route.

Mon, Feb 12, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
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Our artillery was again active between 9.a.m. and 4.p.m. 35 rds were fired in square S.28.a.
29 rds 18 pdrs between Durand and Broadmarsh Craters. And 32 rds 18 pdrs in vicinity of
S.22.b. 16 rds of 6" were also fired in this locality. Enemy’s artillery was active during the
day 6 rds 5.9" were fired in vicinity of P.74. One of these shells caused us 5 casualties. A few
5.9" were also fired around Grange Com. trench. 77.mm. shells were scattered over our front
and support lines but did practically no damage. T. Mortars. Our Stokes not as active as
usual but did effective firing on enemy crater posts and front line. Enemy’s T. Mortars not
particularly active. A few L.T.M’s were fired on our crater posts in Albany – Watling and
Chassery Craters. 6 rds H.T.M’s fired on junction of P. line and Vernon and 4 rds in vicinity
of P.74. Bombing. Our Rifle Grenadiers very active especially on our centre where a light
bombardment on gaps in enemy’s wire was kept up to prevent his repairing same. Sniping.
Below normal. Patrols. Defensive patrols were out along our front during the night but
encountered none of enemy who was very quiet. Movement. S.29.a.05.50. Men were seen
here at different times during the day. They appeared to be laying telephone wires to an
emplacement. Movement was also seen along the Lens Arras Rd at A.5.d.30.90. There was
also considerable movement between Durand and Broadmarsh Craters. Trenches & Works.
There was very little new work observed to have been done during the last 24 hours in enemy
lines. General. At 8.15.p.m. enemy opened a heavy barrage on our trenches with T.M’s and
77.mm. shells covering De La Fourche, O.63-64-65 P.73 and support trenches and Com.
Trenches. Two red flares were sent up at 8.55.a.m. and at 9.0.5.a.m. enemy was observed
massing in trenches behind Chassery Crater. It appeared as if a roll was being called and
later parties were seen to split into two and go right and left. In answer to our S.O.S. our
artillery put a barrage on these trenches causing considerable commotion, yelling and groans
were distinctly heard. The enemy were undoubtedly contemplating a raid on our lines but the
timely artillery barrage nipped this in the bud.
Casualties :- 42nd Bn. 1 OR. kld. 4 OR. wdd.
On the night of the 12th/13th The R.C.R. were relieved in the right sub-section by the 24th
Can Battalion of the 5th Can. Inf. Bde. the R.C.R. went into Dvnal reserve at BOIS DES
ALLEUX. The 49th Bn. in Bde. Reserve were relieved by the 25th Can. Battalion, the 49th
Bn. going into the new huts at BOIS DES ALLEUX.
See O.O. No. 66 attached.

Tue, Feb 13, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

The usual artillery fire on enemy support and communication trenches was carried out.
During the raid by the 42nd Bn. a barrage fire combined with Trench Mortars was put on.
There was little artillery fire excepting during the raid from the enemy who shelled our front,
support and communication trenches fairly heavily. T. Mortars. Our Stokes and 2"
T.M’s were active during the raid but otherwise were fairly quiet. There was little T.M. fire
from the enemy excepting at the time of the raid, when his trench mortars were active. M.G.
& Rifle fire. Our M.G’s were extremely active during the raid and they also maintained the
usual night activity. Enemy’s M.G. fire was normal but for the time of the raid when they
showed increased activity. Sniping. Two of enemy were seen to fall to our snipers during
the day. Enemy’s snipers inactive. Movement. The usual movement in rear of enemy’s
lines was again seen, but nothing beyond the daily activity was observed. Aircraft. Not so
active as on previous days. Minor Raid. At 9.15 am. on the 13th, the 42nd. Battalion,
R.H.C. raided the enemy trenches in the vicinity of Durand and Duffield Craters. The party
consisted of Lieut. Gillingwater and 48 O.Rs Under cover of a strong artillery and T.M.
Barrage they succeeded in entering the enemy trenches with little resistance 10 dugouts,
which were known to be occupied, were bombed with Stokes bombs, “P” and Mills Grenades,
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and the enemy undoubtedly sustained a great many casualties. 10 of the enemy who offered
resistance in the trenches were killed. The party brought back two prisoners, one wounded,
of the 23rd. R.I.R. Lieut. Smythe, an Artillery Liaison Officer, also went over with the
raiding party, and by means of telephone communication directed our barrage on the enemy
lines. He later shot two of the enemy and took command of a section of the raiding party
who at that time were experiencing some difficulty. His action resulted in the enemy party
being defeated at this point. Our casualties were two Officers and three other ranks
wounded.

Casualties :- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wdd. 42nd. Battn 1 O.R. kld, 6 O.R. wdd, Lieut. Gillingwater
wdd.

On this date the R.C.R. and 49th. Battalions, who were at the New Huts, BOIS DES
ALLEUX, marched to the Training Area at BRUAY. They were relieved by the 22nd. and
26th. Canadian Battalions (5th. Canadian Infantry Brigade) respectively. (See O.O.66
attached).

Wed, Feb 14, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

On the night of the 14th.the 42nd. Battalion were relieved in the Left Sub-section by the 22nd.
Battalion, The 42nd. Battalion going into the New Huts, BOIS DES ALLEUX. On
completion of this relief the Advanced Headquarters of the 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade
moved back to MONT ST. ELOY, being relieved by the Headquarters of the 5th. Can. Inf.
Bde. (See O.O. 66 attached).

Casualties :- Lieut. Small, 42nd. Battn, wdd, 42nd. Bn. 5 O.R. wdd.

Thu, Feb 15, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

The 42nd. Battalion marched to the Training Area in the vicinity of DIVION. The H.Q. 7th.
Can Inf. Bde. also moved back to this area, opening H.Q. at the Chateau La Cauchiette
(I.23.d.88.55. approx.) at 4.00 pm. [inserted: ref sheet 36B.]

The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Douglas Haig, G.C.B., etc. inspected the R.C.R. P.P.C.L.I. and
49th. Battalions on this date.

Fri, Feb 16, 1917 BRUAY TRIANING AREA, FRANCE

General Nivelle, Commander in Chief of the French Armies of the North and North-east,
inspected representatives of the troops of the Canadian Corps, which included all Battalions
of this Brigade. The General expressed himself as highly satisfied at the smart and soldierly
appearance of all ranks of this Brigade.

Sat, Feb 17 to Tue, Feb. 27, 1917 BRUAY TRAINING AREA, FRANCE
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During this period the Brigade was in training. Special attention was paid to practice in the
“New platoon organization”, and the training also included route marches, physical training,
and Platoon, Company and Battalion Drill.

Brigade Sports were carried out during this time as follows:-

Boxing. The preliminaries of the Brigade Boxing Matches were pulled off in the Theatre,
BRUAY, on the 21st, and the finals on the 23rd. The Divisional Competitions were
completed on the 27th. These bouts were fought before packed houses, and the exhibitions
were very enthusiastically received.

Football. On the 21st. the Brigade Football Preliminaries were played off; on the 25th. the
Brigade Final was played between the 42nd. and 49th. Battalions, the former securing an easy
win by 3 goals to 0.

Tug of War. On the 24th. the Tug of War Competitions were held, the R.C.R. Beating the
49th. Battalion in Brigade Final.

On Sunday, the 25th. A Brigade Parade was held at 10 am, at which the Corps and Divisional
Commanders were present, the Corps Commander presenting medal ribbons. After the
presentation the parade marched past the recipients.

On February 12th. Major W.B. WEDD, Brigade Major, was admitted to No. 12 Stationary
Hospital, St. POL, and on the 14th. Captain H.M. WALLIS, Staff Captain “I” was admitted to
the same Hospital. On the 15th. Major D.A. CLARKE, P.P.C.L.I. took over the position of
Acting Brigade Major. On February 21st., General A.C. MACDONELL, C.M.G., D.S.O.
was admitted to No.2 General Hospital , Le Treporte, and Lieut-Colonel C.H. HILL, D.S.O.,
Royal Canadian Regiment, took over temporary command of the Brigade. On the 23rd.
Captain P.E. COLMAN returned from the Junior Staff Course, HESDIN. On the 24th.
Major D.A. CLARKE rejoined his Regiment, and Captain COLMAN took over the position
of Acting Brigade Major.

On the 26th. the Brigade headquarters moved Headquarters to J.14.d.2.0., the transport only
remaining in the old location.

Wed, Feb 28, 1917 BRUAY TRIANING AREA, FRANCE

On this date the R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I., and 42nd. Battalions commenced tactical exercises during
the morning over taped trenches, and devoted the afternoon to Specialist Training. The 49th.
Battalion, 7th. Can. Machine Gun Coy. and 7th. Can. Trench Mortar Battery devoted the
morning to Specialist Training, and the afternoon to tactical exercises over the taped trenches.
In the afternoon the 42nd. Battalion, R.H.C, played a team from the 9th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade at Football, defeating them after a good game, by 1 goal to 0, in the first round of the
Divisional Finals.

[ War Diary signed by Lieutenant C.H. Hill for G.O.C., 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade]

Appendix I
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SECRET.

Copy No..29

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 66.

Reference Sheet 36.b. )

,, 51.c. ) 1/40,000.

1. The Brigade will be relieved in the LA FOLIE SECTION by the 5th Canadian
Infantry Brigade, relief to be completed on the night of the 14th/15th February, 1917,
and will move to the BRUAY training area in accordance with attached Table.

2. All details of reliefs will be arranged between the Units concerned. The relief
of the Machine Gun Company and Trench Mortar Battery to be complete by the
morning of the 14th February 1917.

3. All Maps, Defence Schemes, aeroplane photographs, log books, B.A.&B.
codes, and other trench stores to be handed over to incoming Units and receipts
obtained. Battalions in the line will also prepare and hand over a report showing
condition of trenches programme of work, and al, important information of the line
and enemy attitude.

4. Completion of relief to be reported by the use of the code phrase “Your B.M.R.
? received….”.

5. The following halts will be observed each clock hour during the march to the
training area:-

From 25 minutes to 30 minutes after the hour.

,, 50 ,, 60 ,, ,, ,, ,,

6. Billeting arrangements will be made by Staff Captain, and guides arranged
regimentally.

7. Reports to Advanced H.Q. AUX RIETZ until completion of relief on night of
February 14th/15th, 1917, to Rear H.Q. till 9.a.m. February 15th 1917 and afterwards
to BRUAY.
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8. ACKNOWLEDGE.

W.B. Wedd

Major,

Brigade Major,

9.2.17. 7th Canadian Infantry Bde.

L.

Issued through Signals at 5.30.p.m.

Copies issued to:-

1,2 & 3 3rd Can. Division. 14 & 15 Rear Bde. H.Q.

4. R.C.R. 16. 2nd Can. Division.

5. P.P.C.L.I. 17. 5th Can. Infantry Bde.

6. 42nd Battalion. 18. 8th Can. Infantry Bde.

7. 49th Battalion. 19. 9th Can. Infantry Bde.

8. 7th Can. M.G. Coy. 20. 11th Can. Infantry Bde.

9. 7th Can. M.T. Bty. 21. No.9. Can. F. Ambulance.

10. 7th Bde. Signal Officer. 22. Left Group 3rd. C.F.A.

11. 7th Bde. Wiring Party. 23. 7th Field Coy.

12. Town Major Neuville St. Vaast. 24. No. 1. Coy. 3rd Can. Dvn. Train.

13. 7th Bde. Veterinary Officer. 25. 172nd Tunnelling Coy.

26. 7th Can. Infantry Bde. Training Bn.

27. 3rd Pioneer Battalion.

28.29, & 30 War Diary.

Appendix “A”. TABLE OF RELIEFS. – 7TH CAN. INFANTRY BRIGADE.

Thu, Mar 1 to Wed, Mar 7, 1917 BRUAY TRAINING AREA, Reference Map Sheet
36.B. Scale 1/40,000., FRANCE

Weather – Frosty with occasional snow.
During this period the Units of the Brigade carried our Specialists Training, particular
attention being given to tactical exercises at the Taped Practice Trenches in J.21.a.
March 3rd – Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.O. returned from Hospital at Le
Treporte and resumed command of the Brigade.
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March 5th – Captain H. M. Wallis returned from Hospital, and on March 7th, proceeded on
leave to England.
March 6th – At 3.00 pm, the Army Commander inspected the Divisional Transport. The
turnout of the 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Transport was excellent, and the Army
Commander expressed himself as highly satisfied with it.
At 5.15. pm, The Divisional Commander held a Conference with the Brigadier-Generals of
the Division, at the 3rd Canadian Division Headquarters, to discuss the forthcoming
operations.

Thu, Mar 8 to Wed, Mar 14, 1917 BRUAY TRAINING AREA, FRANCE

Weather – Unsettled.
During this time training was continued on the Tape Trenches, Battalion practising the Attack
as it will actually take place. The 7th. Canadian Machine Gun Company and the 7th.
Canadian Trench Mortar Battery carried out practice in conjunction with the Battalions.
Several Brigade Attacks were also practiced. Platoons were put through practice attacks
using live grenades. Specialist Training was also continued.
On March 9th, Hon. Sir R.L. BORDEN, Premier of Canada visited the Corps Area, and in the
afternoon in company with the G.O.C. 3rd Canadian Division, he visited the Brigade at
Training. Afterwards the Battalions of the Brigade formed a hollow square at the Tape
Trenches, where the Premier addressed a few remarks to them. [Inserted: After which he was
heartily cheered by the Bde.]
On the morning of the 13th the 42nd. Battalion, and in the afternoon the P.P.C.L.I. carried
practice Contact Patrol with aeroplanes from the 16th. Squadron R.F.C., at the Tape Trenches.
On the 13th. the G.O.C. held a Conference of Battalion and Unit Commanders at the
Headquarters 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade, to discuss the forthcoming operations.

Thu, Mar 15 to Tue, Mar 20, 1917 BRUAY TRAINING AREA, FRANCE

Training was continued on the Tape Trenches, Battalions carrying out tactical manoeuvres
and practising attack, and the 7th. Canadian Machine Gun Company and 7th. Canadian
Trench Mortar Battery practising in conjunction with Battalions. Specialist Training was
also continued. On March 15th the Corps Commander inspected the Brigade in a Brigade
Attack on the Tape Trenches. The G.O.C., 3rd. Canadian Division was also present.
On March 19th. Brig-General A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.O., held a Conference of Unit
Commanders at Brigade Headquarters to discuss forthcoming operations.

Wed, Mar 21, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, Reference Map Sheet 36.B., 1/40.000,
FRANCE

Brigade Headquarters and half of the R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd. Battalion R.H.C. moved to
the VILLERS-AU-BOIS Area. Brigade Headquarters was established in VILLERS-AU-
BOIS. (For details of move, see Operation Order No. 67 attached as Appendix “A”, the date
of the first move being set back from the 20th to the 21st).

See Appendix “a”
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Thu, Mar 22, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE

The remaining halves of the R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd. Battalion R.H.C. moved up from
BRUAY to the VILLERS-AU-BOIS Area. (See Appendix “A”).

Reference Trench Map 1/10,000 new.

Brigade Headquarters moved to the QUARRIES LINE, S.27.a.8.5. One company of the
R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd. Battalion, R.H.C. relieved the 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade in
the Left sub-section, LA FOLIE SECTION, one company of the P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd.
Battalion R.H.C. going into Brigade Support. For details of move see O.O 67, the order
being changed from 2 companies to 1 company of each of the three Battalions in the front
line).

Artillery. Throughout the day our artillery fired on selected targets. At night they were
very active, firing on enemy’s rear lines. Enemy’s artillery fired very few rounds on
forward area during the day. At night they were more active, firing about 30 rds. 5.9s in
S.21.c., and a considerable number in S.23.b. A few rds. 77 mm. on P.75. Aircraft. One
enemy machine flew over our lines about 2.30 pm, and was driven back by our anti-aircraft
fire. Other machines were seen over enemy’s lines during the day. Mines. At 3.20 am.
(23rd.) this morning, the enemy blew a large crater N.W. of and adjoining DURAND Crater.
Our DURAND Trench was blown in for a distance of 30 yards. Capt. Topp, Lieut Small and
a party (all 42nd. Battalion R.H.C.) took out a Lewis Gun and occupied our lip, but was
driven in by heavy rifle fire. Daylight came too soon for our working party to dig a sap to
the lip. Enemy working on far lip were fired on by our machine guns. Enemy put over a
considerable number of rifle grenades at the time of the explosion.

Fri, Mar 23, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our a rtillery were very active during the day, carrying out deliberate shoots on
ECOLE COMMUNE and FEATHER and FICKLE Trenches. Our 4.5s and 18 pdrs. fired on
high point on enemy’s lip of new crater, but without reducing it materially. Enemy’s
artillery fairly active, with 4.1s on CROSS STREET, SOMBART LINE, and QUARRIES
near LA SALLE C.T., and eight 77 mm. on P.S. 77 and Jct. LA SALLE and SOMBART
LINE. Trench Mortars. Our 2" T.Ms fired 25 rds. on front line and crater posts behind
DUFFIELD Crater. Our Stokes fired on front line E. of COMMONS Crater and on enemy’s
lip of new crater. Enemy fired 15 darts on outpost line behind GRANGE and DUFFIELD
between 4 and 5 am, and 10 darts on same place between 3.10 and 4.20 pm. Machine
Gun & Rifle Fire. Our Lewis Guns silenced snipers firing at our working parties during the
night. Sniping. One hit made at S.28.a.45.75 from S.28.a.35.76. Enemy snipers
firing from steel plate on BROADMARSH Crater were silenced by our snipers at 10.30am.
Periscope in enemy front line E. of DURAND was broken. Enemy snipers very active but
inaccurate. Patrols. A patrol reconnoitred new crater blown N. of DURAND. Crater is
about 50 feet deep and 45 yards wide at S.22.c.½.4. which is the deepest and widest part of
the crater. Post established on our lip at S.22.c.¾.5¼ commands practically the whole of the
crater. Other patrols had nothing to report. Movement. At 10.30 am. two men were
seen moving in rear of M.G. Emplacements at S.28.b.80.72. At 8.00 am movement was
seen behind new crater about S.22.c.2.4. Fired on but no observed hits made. Trenches
& Works. New chalk on parapet of trench from S.28.a.45.85 to S.28.a.48.55. Wire in front
of enemy’s BIRKIN Posts has been repaired; barbed concertina. Aircraft. Several
enemy planes seen behind their own lines during the day, and a few over our lines.
General. One white flare was sent up by enemy behind BRAODMARSH at 11.30 am.
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Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I., 1 O.R. kld, 2 O.R. wdd. 42nd. Battn., Lieuts. L.C.
MONTGOMERY and D.F. SMALL and 1 O.R. wdd.

Sat, Mar 24, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 8" guns bombarded ECOLE COMMUNE DEFENCES east half of S.22.d.
and west half of S.23.c. Direct hits were made on foundations of buildings, shewn [shown]
by red brick dust thrown up. Enemy’s artillery did no shelling in advance of BETHUNE
ROAD. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes Guns did considerable firing on enemy cater posts and
front and second line, several direct hits being made, and a considerable amount of material,
sandbags, trench mats, angle irons, etc, being thrown up. They also fired at intervals
throughout the day to the left of New Crater, to prevent enemy work. Enemy L.T.M.
fired 10 rds, near P.77 at 10.30 pm. M.T.M. firing from S.22.d.90.30 fired 2 rds. in front of
P.75 at 5.30 pm. Bombing & Rifle Grenades. Our R.Gs were active, firing on enemy’s
posts and saps throughout the day and night. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire. Our Lewis
Guns fired on enemy aircraft several times without result. Sniping. Our snipers
made seven hits during the day. Three hits were made from DUFFIELD Crater post; one at
S.28.a.45.80; one at S.28.a.45.75; one on Officer at S.28.a.50.75. Enemy snipers active,
firing from BROADMARSH. Enemy sniper also located at S.28.a.25.95. Patrols. Patrols
covered our front during the night. A patrol from the 42nd. Battalion reconnoitred the New
Crater. It consists of three craters each about 50 feet deep and 45 yards wide. Earth thrown
up from crater has almost filled DURAND Crater. Extreme northern end of crater is very
low. Our northern post has cover from BROADMARSH and commands the whole crater.

Movement. Several men wearing steel helmets seen in front of line E. of
DURAND Crater. At S.29.a., one man carrying a white roll about 5 feet long came from
behind cover near LA FOLIE FARM and ran towards ECOLE COMMUNE. Trenches &
Works. Wire in front of SWISCHEN STELLUNG at S.28.b.4½.6. is in good shape.

Aircraft. Both our planes and enemy’s were very active. Red enemy aeroplane
forced one of ours to land near VIMY. An enemy machine was brought down by rifle fire
in rear area. Several enemy planes crossed our lines during the day, and remained over our
rear area for periods varying from ten minutes to three hours. General. All
enemy observed during the last two days, except one officer, have been wearing shrapnel
helmets.

Casualties:- 42nd. Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.

Sun, Mar 25, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. During the whole afternoon our 9.2s shelled ECOLE COMMUNE DEFENCES,
STAUBwASSER WEG, PRINZ ARNOLF GRABEN, and M.G. Emplacements S.28.b.80.72.
The firing appeared to be very accurate, several direct hits were obtained, and much damage
was done. Enemy’s 5.9s fired 95 rounds during the day on squares S.27.a. and S.27.b. His
77 mm. fired 49 rds. on square S.27.b. between 3.30 and 4.30 pm. Trench Mortars.
Our Stokes fired 161 rounds during the day on enemy front line, saps, crater posts, etc, during
the day. Much damage was done and a considerable amount of material thrown up in the air.
Several direct hits were observed on enemy sap leading into New Crater (LONGFELLOW
Crater) and much damage was done to it. Enemy Rifle Grenade Battery E. of DURAND
was silenced. Enemy H.T.M. fired 3 rds. on Entrenchment line between GRANGE &
BIRKIN at 11.30 am. He fired 30 rds. darts on Outpost and Crater Line from 6.00 to 10.00
am. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs carried out night firing on points
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bombarded by our artillery during the day. Sniping. One hit, not observed, claimed
at S.28.a.90.90. Enemy snipers not so active. Patrols. Patrol of 42nd. Battalion
consisting of one Officer and 3 O.R. made reconnaisance of LONGFELLOW Crater. There
appear to be 4 separate craters – 3 of them about 50 feet deep and 45 yards wide – the fourth
is about 35 feet deep on the eastern lip and slopes up towards the western lip. Patrols on
remainder of front reconnoitred craters for best method of crossing and in preparation for
minor raids. Movements. Considerable movement, men digging in and around trenches,
was seen during the day. A man was seen to run from one wall to the other of LA FOLIE
FARM during the artillery bombardment. At S.29.a.05.00 2 men were seen digging; much
work has previously been reported here. Smoke was observed at several locations.
Trenches & Works. White tape is laid out at S.22.b.4.6. A new chalk mound was observed
to the left of the left wall of LA FOLIE FARM. This was seen after a 9.2 had blown up the
parapet and the parados in front of it. Aircraft. Eight enemy balloons were observed
during the day. One carried two dark flags just above stabilizing discs. One was of the old
sausage type. One was like our new type, without discs, and was very high in the air. 4
enemy aeroplanes patrolled our front most of the day, flying very low. Our machine guns
fired at them. Our aeroplanes were also active. General. Movement of Light Railway
behind LA FOLIE FARM could be heard between 6 and 8 am.
Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wdd., P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. kld., 42nd. Battalion 2 O.R. killed, Lieut.

R.W. STEWART and 4 O.R. wdd., 49th. Battalion 1 O.R. wdd.

Mon, Mar 26, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery extremely active throughout the day and night. Organized shoots
were carried out on targets, including ARTILLERY WEG, STAUBWASSER WEG,
FARTHING & FAMISH Trs., and LA FOLIE FARM. Battery positions around LA FOLIE
WOOD and PETIT VIMY were also engaged. The shooting in all cases was extremely
accurate, many direct hits were obtained, and considerable damage done. In the afternoon
our 6" heavily bombarded BROADMARSH and north end of LONGFELLOW Crater.
Enemy’s artillery active throughout the day and night, firing on our Support and rear areas,
partly in retaliation of for our shoots. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes were extremely
active during the day, firing on enemy crater posts and on his front and second lines. Many
direct hits were obtained, much material being thrown up, and considerable damage was done.

Enemy’s L.T.Ms and darts were active, firing on our Observation Line and on North
end of LONGFELLOW Crater. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our Machine Guns fired
throughout the night, on places bombarded by our artillery during the day. Enemy M.G.
firing from direction of BROADMARSH active at intervals throughout the night.
Sniping. Our snipers were active, claiming 4 hits (2 observed, from post on LONGFELLOW,
and 2 unobserved). One periscope broken. Patrols. A patrol of R.C.R. reconnoitred
sap running from south of COMMONS Crater at S.28.a.35.45 to enemy’s wire, and found it
in fairly good condition. They also went out on southern lip of COMMONS Crater as far as
S.28.a.38.47. No enemy posts were seen or heard, and it is thought that enemy does not hold
his post on this crater, but patrols from S.28.a.50.45. along front line to S.28.a. 69.52. A
patrol from 42nd. Battalion reconnoitred LONGFELLOW Crater. Nothing new to report.
Minor Raid. A raiding party of P.P.C.L.I. consisting of Major Rasmussen, in charge, and 6
O.R., covered by Rifle Grenadiers, left PATRICIA and GRANGE No. 1 Causeway at 11.05
pm. They passed through our wire which had previously been cut and left on hinge, and
after advancing about 6 yards beyond our wire were met with a heavy enemy barrage of
bombs, which forced them to return to our lines. It appeared from flares sent up and the
intensity of the bomb barrage, that the enemy is manning his Observation Line nightly,
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expecting raids or attacks. Our casualties were one O.R. killed and three O.R. wounded (two
slightly). Movement. Considerable movement observed in rear of enemy’s lines during
the day. Some men with packs seen. Enemy working party which was observed was
dispersed by our artillery. Men observed in ARTILLERIE WEG and SWISCHEN
STELLUNG, and from slow movement, trenches are evidently in bad shape.

General. After the explosion of one of our 9.2s, a large explosion took place at
S.28.b.80.72.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wdd, 42nd. Battn 1 O.R. killed.

Tue, Mar 27, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery very active, continuing shoots on selected targets as on previous days.
Shooting again extremely accurate, and much damage done to enemy’s trenches and works.
Enemy’s artillery extremely active, especially with 5.9s and 4.1s, on support area. Enemy
retaliated fairly heavily to our shoots, heavily bombarding NEUVILLE ST. VAAST during
the afternoon with 5.9s. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes Guns active firing on enemy’s
front line and posts and saps. Several direct hits obtained and much damage done.
Enemy’s H.T.Ms fairly active, firing on Observation Line, P.75 and LA SALLE. L.T.Ms
and darts very active between P.75 and Observation Line. Bombing & Rifle
Grenades. Our rifle grenadiers active, firing on enemy posts, especially behind
LONGFELLOW Crater. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs and L.Gs were active
throughout the night, firing on places bombarded by our artillery during the day.
Sniping. 7 hits claimed by our snipers during the day. Enemy snipers were inactive.
Patrols. Officers patrol from R.C.R. left disused sap at S.28.a.34.45 and proceeded towards
enemy’s lines in a south easterly direction. Remained outside enemy’s wire S.28.a.50.45 for
half an hour and listened. No movement was heard in post at S.28.a.55.39. It is thought
that the enemy is holding a post at about S.28.a.44.49. Minor Raid. At 7.00 am Lieut.
Neatby and 5 O.R. of the P.P.C.L.I., covered by Rifle Grenadiers, went across the Causeway
PATRICIA GRANGE Crater No.1 with the intention of obtaining identification from
enemy’s post on GRANGE 1. Post was unoccupied, but it had recently been occupied
judging by signs of footmarks etc. There were no bombs, ammunition or other identification
in the post, which had recently been badly damaged by trench mortar fire. Observers report
that 3 men were seen leaving the post about 5 minutes before our party went over. Our party
remained 3 minutes in the post, obtaining some information as to adjoining trenches, saps,
wire etc, and then returned to our lines under cover of 18 pdrs, Stokes and rifle grenades. A
few rifle shots were fired at the party as they crossed our crater lip on their return. There
was no enemy retaliation. Movement. Considerable movement observed in
enemy’s lines during the day, especially at places where his trenches have been breached by
our artillery. Enemy seen clearing his trenches of debris caused by our artillery. Trees
used by the enemy as O.Ps were located at S.28.b.50.74 and S.28.b.82.73, the latter
apparently an artificial one. Trenches & Works. Enemy has deepened his front line
from S.28.a.45.80 to S.28.a.45.55. Aircraft. Enemy aeroplanes not so active as usual.
General. From observations made it appears that the enemy uses an orange cluster flare for
his S.O.S. Signal, and double green and red flares to indicate the frontage on which fire is
desired. When enemy sent up two single green flares, his artillery gradually became quiet.
Enemy sent up a flare which burst into a yellow spray. This was followed by 10 yellow
sprays in succession, and immediately after his artillery and trench mortars opened up, lasting
about 20 minutes.
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Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I., 1 O.R. kld, Major A RASMUSSEN and 2 O.R. wdd. 42nd. Bn. 2
O.R. wdd.

Wed, Mar 28, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery again extremely active, carrying out organized shoots on selected
targets as on previous days. Shooting extremely accurate and considerable damage done to
enemy’s works and rear lines of defence. Enemy’s artillery also very active, especially with
his 5.9s and 4.1s on our support and rear areas. During the afternoon enemy directed a
heavy fire on NEUVILLE ST. VAAST and rear area, doing some damage. From 2.25 to
3.15 am., he bombarded intensely from P. Line back, doing little damage, however. Trench
Mortars. Our Stokes were active throughout the day, firing on enemy front line, posts and
saps. Sniping post east of No.3 Post on LONGFELLOW Crater was destroyed. A
barrage on front line N.E. and S.E. GRANGE Crater was put up to cover P.P.C.L.I. raiding
party. Enemy’s H.T.M. fired 6 rds during P.P.C.L.I. raid, 3 of which fell in Crater line rear of
PATRICIA Crater and 3 in his own Observation Line. He fired 20 rds. darts during the day
in vicinity of PATRICIA Crater; no damage done. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire. Our
M.Gs fired 2500 rds. during the day at enemy aircraft. At night they fired on places
bombarded by artillery d uring the day. Our Lewis Guns fired at enemy planes during the
day, causing them to return to their own lines in several cases. Sniping. 3 observed hits
obtained by our snipers during P.P.C.L.I. raid. Enemy snipers active from LONGFELLOW
and GRANGE Craters. Movement. Considerable movement seen in enemy’s lines
throughout the day. Some movement around LA FOLIE FARM. Smoke observed in
enemy’s lines at several places between 6 and 7 am. Trenches & Works. Enemy
continuous work on saps, trenches and wire around LONGFELLOW Crater. Aircraft.
Considerable activity displayed on both sides throughout the day. After a sharp fight with 4
enemy planes, one of our machines was brought down in flames in LA FOLIE WOOD.
Enemy planes patrolled the lines all day, and made several trips over our lines at a medium
height. Eight enemy balloons were observed up through the day. Minor Raid. At
6.35 a patrol of the P.P.C.L.I. consisting of Lieut. Neatby and 8 O.R., with covering party of
Snipers, Rifle Grenadiers and Lewis Gunners, raided enemy’s post through DUFFIELD and
GRANGE just over the Crater, head of TRICHTER GRABEN. They captured post and held
it for about 10 minutes. Lieut. Neatby killed three of enemy with his revolver, and threw
some 30 stick bombs into the enemy’s trench, which was strongly held. The party accounted
for six more, and our snipers for another 3. At least 50 of the enemy were observed in his
trenches, and a very strenuous resistance was put up. Our casualties were 1 O.R. killed, 1
O.R. severely wounded, and three others wounded. General. From parties of the
enemy moving in behind LONGFELLOW Crater, and others moving out from the north along
STRAUBWASSER WEG, it was thought a relief was taking place. Our artillery opened fire
on the parties. It is now practically certain, from observations made, that enemy’s S.O.S.
signal is an orange spray flare. Fewer flares were observed during the night than usual.
Enemy is very careful about moving in his trenches, and either stoops or d oubles past the low
places.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 kld, Lieut. LITTLEWOOD and 6 O.R. wdd: P.P.C.L.I., 1 O.R. kld,
Lieut. NEATBY and 3 O.R. wdd, 1 O.R. missing: 42nd. Battalion 1 O.R. kld, 2 O.R. wdd.

Thu, Mar 29, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
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Artillery. Our artillery again very actove all day and night, firing on selected targets in
enemy’s rear area and on his support lines. Shooting very accurate, several direct hits
obtained and much damage done. Enemy’s artillery not quite so active as on previous days.
He did considerable shelling, however, on our support and rear areas, most of it in retaliation
for our bombardments. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fairly active, firing on enemy’s fro
nt and support line and saps and crater posts. Enemy’s sniping post in front of No.1
LONGFELLOW was damaged. Enemy’s T.M. fire practically nil. 5 rds. darts fell in
rear of PATRICIA Crater. Bombing & Rifle Grenades. R.Gs were fired on enemy
posts at intervals throughout the day. At 5 am 30th. we carried out a shoot with 200 R.Gs
from LONGFELLOW Crater on enemy trenches opposite. Enemy inactive. Machine Gun
& Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs active at night, firing on enemy’s rear area, especially those places
bombarded by artillery during the day. Enemy M.Gs on BROADMARSH very active. A
M.G. firing from position between DURAND and LONGFELLOW and another from position
close to front line on enemy side of DURAND Crater also active. Sniping. Our snipers
active, claiming 6 hits during the day. Enemy snipers firing from posts on LONGFELLOW
active. Patrols. At 10 pm a patrol of 42nd. Battalion consisting of 1 Officer and 4
O.R. worked around of north end of LONGFELLOW Crater. The night was very light and
the patrol was seen and subjected to fairly heavy rifle fire from BROADMARSH which
caused them to withdraw. No enemy post was seen on north lip of LONGFELLOW.
Patrol remained out until midnight, when they returned to our lines. Movement.
Considerable movement observed in enemy’s lines during the day. About 20 men,
apparently a working party, was seen around old H.Q. at S.29.a.05.00. 11 men were seen
going towards LA FOLIE WOOD. They all wore greatcoats and shrapnel helmets, but no
equipment. At 7.45 am a number of men wearing packs were seen going overland towards
STAUBWASSER WEG. It is believed a relief took place. At 7.30 pm 10 men wearing
caps and no equipment were seen passing gap in trench at S.22.c.2.7. Trenches and
Works. A large amount of wire was seen at S.22.c.40.80. It was about 25 feet long and 4
feet high and very compact. It was fired upon by our 18 pdrs., but they failed to obtain a
direct hit. Aircraft. Very little activity on either side during the day. General.
Enemy used a large number of flares during the night, and appeared to be alert, but nervous.
Various coloured flares were used by the enemy during the night as signals to his artillery.

Casualties:- R.C.R., 4 O.R. wdd, including 1 O.R. att’d 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty.: P.P.C.L.I., 4
O.R. wdd.,: 42nd. Battalion, 1 O.R. wdd.

Fri, Mar 30, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery continued shoots on enemy’s trenches and rear lines as on previous
days. Great activity displayed and considerable damage done to enemy works. At 8.00
am. a practice barrage was put up on enemy’s front line, working back to his support line and
then returning to his front line again. This practice barrage was repeated at 4.00 pm.
Enemy’s artillery fairly active, especially with 4.1" and 77 mm shells, in retaliation for our
shoots. He fired on our support area considerably. Enemy retaliation to our practice
barrages was practically nil. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes active, firing practice
barrages on enemy front and support lines, and firing on enemy posts and saps. Enemy’s
H.T.Ms (4) firing apparently from FANNY and FACT Trenches, in conjunction with some
artillery, put a barrage on our front and support area in vicinity of LA SALLE and CROSS
STREET at 3.20 am. His TMs fired about 20 rds. in all. Bombing & Rifle
Grenades. During our practise barrages at 8 am and 4 pm we fired smoke grenades on enemy
lines with very good effect. Our R.Gs fired on enemy post on DURAND. Enemy inactive,
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except during barrage at 3.20 am, when he used some R.Gs in conjunction with artillery and
T.Ms. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs active during the day, firing on enemy
planes. One enemy plane which was fired on at 5 pm was observed falling behind his own
lines. Our M.Gs also active on places engaged by our artillery during the day. Enemy’s
M.Gs fairly quiet. One gun was located during the night firing from a position between
LONGFELLOW and BROADMARSH. Sniping. Our snipers very active, obtaining 4
hits during the day. Enemy snipers inactive. Minor Raid. A raiding party of the
R.C.R. consisting of Lieut. Allenbeck and 8 O.R. left our trenches by sap at S.28.a.3½.5. at
2.00 am. Party of Rifle Grenadiers and Lewis Gunners stood by to cover party. Party
proceeded in a north-easterly direction to enemy’s trench at S.28.a.45.45. No wire was
encountered, making it easy for party to get into trench. Only two of enemy were
encountered in trenches and they fled as soon as they sighted the party. Enemy trenches
were badly damaged by our artillery in several places, and several dugouts were observed to
be destroyed. Party remained in enemy trenches for 25 minutes, and then were forced to
return to our lines, owing to our barrage opening up on the right. At 3.20 am, in retaliation,
enemy put heavy barrage on P.75 and P.S. Line. Under cover of this barrage about 20 of the
enemy left their trenches, put [but] were immediately stopped by our rifle and machine gun
fire. None of them entered our lines. Movement. Considerable movement observed in
enemy’s lines during the day. Small parties observed at several places. At 5.50 am a party
of 50 were observed walking towards BROADMARSH Crater. Trenches & Works.
An enemy post was located on LONGFELLOW Crater at S.21.d.9½.6. This post is almost
opposite but slightly to the left of our left post on that Crater. A man was seen working on
post at 6.30 am, and later a periscope could be seen. Aircraft. Considerable activity
displayed by both sides during the day. At 8.15 am an enemy plane crossed our lines and
went as far back as BERTHONVAL FARM. General. Previous to enemy barrage
opening up at 3.20 am, enemy threw up about 30 orange spray flares between
LONGFELLOW and TWINS Craters. Flares were thrown up before and during the barrage
from SWISCHEN STELLUNG and SPANDAU HAUS.
Casualties:- 42nd. Battalion, 5 O.R. wounded.

Sat, Mar 31, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery continued shoots on selected targets in enemy’s lines during the day
and night. Excellent shooting was done, and considerable damage done to enemy’s M.G.Es,
works, etc. At 10.00 am a practice barrage was carried out on enemy’s front and support
lines, with good effect. Enemy’s artillery fairly quiet during the day. From 10.35 to 11.05
pm. enemy barraged heavily in vicinity of P. Line, GRANGE C.T., GIVENCHY ROAD,
SOMBART LINE, P.S. Line, firing about 600 shells, mostly 77 mm and 4.1". Trench
Mortars. Our Stokes were active, carrying out practice barrages on enemy’s front lines and
firing on his crater posts and saps. Our 2" T.Ms registered on enemy’s trenches and C.Ts.
Enemy’s H.T.Ms put a barrage on our Observation Line at 4 am, 3 H.T.Ms firing about 20
rounds; little damage was done. Otherwise enemy displayed little T.M. activity. Machine
Gun & Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2250 rds. during the day at enemy planes flying near our
lines. Enemy M.Gs inactive except during his artillery barrage, when he swept our front
line. Sniping. Our snipers obtained 9 hits during the day from No.1 and 3 Posts on
LONGFELLOW Crater. These posts command a good view of enemy’s lines, and he is
unable to move around without exposing himself. Enemy sniper on BROADMARSH was
active. Minor Raid. At 6.45 am (April 1st) a party of 42nd. Battalion consisting of
Lieut. Willcock and 30 O.R. entered enemy trench at S.22.c.2.3., turned to the left and cleared
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small square of trenches with centre at S.22.c.2.4. One prisoner of 3rd. Company, 262nd.
R.I.R. was captured. Many dugouts bombed. Front line was not held, but in support line
many Germans were encountered and bombed. Party returned at 7 am with no casualties.
Trenches were found to be very wet. Artillery and Stokes box barrage supported raiding
party; barrage was excellent. Rifle Grenadiers, Snipers and Lewis Gunners covered party
from Crater Posts. Enemy artillery retaliation nil. Movement. Considerable
movement in small parties observed in enemy’s lines at different times during the day.
Trenches & Works. At S.28.b.20.65 what appeared to be a concrete MGE. was oncovered
[uncovered] by artillery fire. Aircraft. Enemy machines active during the whole day
patrolling the lines. At 7.45 am 3 of our planes crossed enemy’s lines, one flying fairly low.

General. Enemy more quiet than usual, and very few flares were used during the
night on our front. At 4.45 pm while our artillery were shelling rear country a red glow was
seen in rear of enemy’s lines at 80º T.B. from S.27.a.60.82, and at same time a series of loud
explosions were heard. It was thought to be a dump in S.23.c. or d.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I., 1 O.R. att. 7th. C.T.M. Bty. wdd; 49th. Battalion 1 O.R. wdd.

[ War Diary signed by Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell G.O.C., 7th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade]

“A”.

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER No. 67. Copy No. 20

Ref: LENS 1/100000. March 18th, 1917.
Trench Map 1/10,000
new.
Sheet 36.B 1/40,000.

INFORMATION.
(a) The 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will be relieved by the 7th. and 8th. Canadian Infantry
Brigades on the front DE LA FOURCHE (exclusive) A.4.a.5.6. to LA SALLE AVENUE
(inclusive) S.21.d.45.45. Relief to be completed by the 23rd. March.

(b) The 8th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will relieve the right sub-section.
The 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will relieve the left sub-section.

(c) Dividing line between Brigades will be:

VERNON SAP (S.28.a.3.2.) inclusive to 8th. Brigade, thence to road junction at
S.27.b.4.0, thence to junction GOODMAN with QUARRIES at S.27.c.7.6. (GOODMAN
inclusive to 8th. Brigade) thence to PYLONES at S.27.c.0.5.

2. INTENTION.
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The Brigade will hold the line with two companies of each of the R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd.
Battalions. The remaining companies of these Battalions will be in Brigade Reserve, and the
49th. Battalion in Divisional Reserve in the VILLERS AU BOIS area. Details of relief will
be issued later.

3. The Machine Gun Company and Trench Mortar Battery will relieve the
corresponding Units of the 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade covering the left sub-section on the
22nd. March, 1917, under arrangements to be made direct between Officers Commanding
concerned.

4. Moves and reliefs will take place in accordance with attached appendices.

5. During the march to the VILLERS AU BOIS area intervals of at least 500
yards will be maintained between Battalions and 100 yards between companies.

The following halts will be observed:-
From 50 to 60 minutes after each clock hour.
From 2.30 pm. to 3.00 pm. on March 20th.
From 11.30 am. to 12 noon on March 23rd.

No halts will be made in villages.

6. Billeting arrangements will be made by Staff Captain, and guides arranged
regimentally.

7. Brigade Headquarters will close at BRUAY at 10.30 am, March 20th, 1917.

8. Acknowledge.

[Signed] A.O. Meredith
Major,

A/Brigade Major,
Issued through Signals at ____ 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Copies to:-

1 – Canadian Corps.
2, 3 & 4 – 3rd. Canadian Division.

5 – R.C.R.
6 – P.P.C.L.I.
7 – 42nd. Battalion.
8 – 49th. Battalion.
9 – 7th. Cdn. M. G. Coy.

10 – 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty.
11 – 7th. Bde. Signal Officer.
12 – 7th. Bde. Wiring Party.
13 – 7th. Bde. Veterinary Officer.
14 – 8th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
15 – 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
16 – 11th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
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17 – No.10 Cdn. Field Ambulance.
18 – 7th. Field Company, R.E.
19 – No 2 Coy, 3rd. Cdn. Divnl. Train.

20, 21 & 22 – War Diary.
23, 24 & 25 – File.

_________________________________________________

APPENDIX 1. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No. 67 – 18-3-17.

APPENDIX 2. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No. 67 – 18-3-17.

APPENDIX No. 3. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No. 67 – 18-3-17.

______________________________________________

SECRET.
SUPPLY & TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS.

Issues in connection with 7th. Canadian Inf. Bde.
Operation Order No.67.

---------------------------------------
March 18th, 1917.

Ref. Map: 1/40,000
Sheet 36.B.

1. TRANSPORT.

(a) All Transport Lines will be at GOUY.

(b) Half the First Line Transport and Baggage Wagons will accompany the half
Battalions of the R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd. Battalion on the 20th. instant.

(c) The whole of the First Line Transport and Baggage Wagons will accompany the
49th. Battalion, 7th. Cdn. Machine Gun Coy, and 7th. Cdn. Trench Mortar Battery.

2. LORRIES.
Lorries for the conveyance of blankets to new billets will be available as

follows:-

March 20th. R.C.R. ½ lorry.)
P.P.C.L.I. ½ lorry.)

42nd. Battn. ½ lorry.)
M.G. Coy. ¼ lorry.)
T.M. Bty. ¼ lorry.)
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49th. Battn. 1 lorry.

Lorries will rendezvous at 7th. Canadian Inf. Bde. Headquarters, J.14.d. and will move
under orders of the Staff Captain. (1.1 at 8 am.

Each of the above-named Units will detail a guide to report at Brigade Headquarters at
the same hour to accompany lorries.

March 23rd. R.C.R. ½ lorry.)
P.P.C.L.I. ½ lorry.)

42nd. Battn. ½ lorry.)
Brigade H.Q. ½ lorry.)

Lorries will rendezvous at the same time and place as on the 20th. instant. Guides
will be detailed in the same way.

3. SUPPLIES.

The system of supply will be in accordance with attached Supply Table.

4. BILLETS.

Advance parties will be sent forward early on March 20th to take over new
billets. Location of billets and instructions regarding advance parties will be issued later.

[Signed] P E Colman,
Captain,

Staff Captain,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at ________

_______________________________________________

SUPPLY TABLE.

_______________________________________________

Sun, Apr 1, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, Reference: Trench Map 1/10,000 new.
Sheet 36.B 1/40,000., FRANCE

On the night of March 31st/April 1st, and the night of April 1st/2nd, the Brigade was relieved
in the line by the 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade, and moved back into the VILLERS AU
BOIS Area. On March 31st. the 49th. Battalion moved back from VILLERS AU BOIS to
BRUAY. Brigade H.Q. moved from the line to VILLERS AU BOIS on the night April
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1st/2nd. All moves and reliefs were carried out in accordance with 7th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade O.O. 86, attached (See Appendix “A”)

Mon, Apr 2 to Wed, April 4, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE

This period was spent in the VILLER AU BOIS AREA. The time was spent by Units in
resting and cleaning up, and in some training, also in preparing for the return to the line.
On April 2nd. the Divisional Commander held a Conference at Divisional Headquarters, at
4.30 pm. On April 3rd. Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.O., held a
Conference of Commanding Officers at Brigade Headquarters at 4 pm., to discuss
forthcoming operations.
Casualties:- R.C.R. 4 W’d. P.P.C.L.I. 2 W’d., 42nd. B’tn. 1 K’d, 2 W’d.

Thu, Apr 5, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
On the night of April 5th/6th the Brigade returned to the line, relieving the 9th. Canadian
Infantry Brigade on a front extending from S.21.d.8½.5½ (approx.) to S.28.a.3.2. Brigade
Advanced Headquarters was established in the MACHINE GUN FORT at S.27.a.97.33.
Moves and reliefs were carried out in accordance with 7th.Canadian Infantry Brigade O.O.
No.69 attached (See Appendix “B”, except that “X” Day and following days were postponed
24 hours.

During the day our artillery was extremely active, firing on enemy trenches, dumps, rear lines
etc. Enemy’s artillery active, firing on our supports and rear areas. From 12 midnight
onwards enemy barraged our lines with 4.1" and 77 mm shells, mainly on LA SALLE,
SOMBART LINE and CROSS STREET. For a short time the barrage was heavier and fell
on forward trenches. Trench Mortars. Our 2" T.Ms were active, firing on
enemy’s wire and support trenches. Enemy T.M. fire Nil. Bombing & Rifle
Grenades. Our R.Gs active, firing on enemy’s crater posts. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire.
At night our M.Gs fired on points bombarded during the day, also on ration dumps and rear
communications. Enemy M.Gs fired a few rounds during their bombardment about 12
midnight. Movement. Little movement seen in enemy’s lines during the day.
Trenches & Works. M.G. Emplacement at S.28.b.70.82 appears to have been repaired. At
S.28.d.80.22. mounds along FAMINE Trench are very conspicuous. Aircraft. Only
one enemy plane over our lines during the day. General. At 10.20 pm enemy put up
double green flares followed by golden rain, along whole of front, and repeated at intervals of
five minutes. A feeble barrage of 4.1" and 77 mm shells was placed on P. Line in answer.

Casualties:- N I L.

Fri, Apr 6, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our heavies were active, firing on enemy’s trenches and trench junctions. Our 18
pdrs and 4.1" active on enemy support lines and LA FOLIE WOOD. At 1.30 pm a rolling
barrage was put on enemy lines. At 1.33 pm enemy retaliated heavily with 5.9" and 77 mm
shells on P. Line, GRANGE, LA SALLE, GIVENCHY ROAD, SOMBART LINE, CROSS
STREET, QUARRIES and FRANCE STREET, and kept up intermittent fire during the
afternoon, doing considerable damage. Enemy artillery was altogether much more active
than usual. Trench Mortars. Our 2" T.Ms were active, firing on remains of wire
entanglements on enemy front and support lines, and on dugouts in his support line. 9.45"
T.Ms fired on BEGGAR Trench in S.22.d. Stokes fired on enemy snipers, silencing them.
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Enemy’s Medium and Light T.Ms were active, firing on our front and support lines.
Bombing & Rifle Grenades. Our R.Gs fired on enemy post on DURAND. At 12.30 pm,
in retaliation for rifle grenades fired at a sentry, enemy threw about 50 rds. of bombs of
various kinds in front of PATRICIA. These bombs fell in Crater in enemy Observation Line.
Machine Gun & Rifle Fire. Our Lewis Guns fired at and dispersed enemy working party
near BROADMARSH Crater. Our M.Gs active against enemy aircraft during the day.
Sniping. Snipers on both sides were inactive. Our snipers claim 2 hits during the day.
Movement. Considerable movement seen in enemy lines during the day, especially small
parties moving along trenches. Trenches & Works. A little new work observed in
enemy’s lines. Aircraft. Considerable aerial activity displayed on both sided during
the day. At 10.15 am three enemy planes crossed our lines, returning at 10.40 am. During
their trip these planes brought down 4 of our planes. Balloons were up at several locations
behind enemy’s lines during the day. These were driven down several times by our
aeroplanes. General. Enemy appears to be very alert. At 1.30 am. he fired three orange
shower rockets and one double green rocket, in answer to which his artillery opened up.
Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 K’d. P.P.C.L.I. 1 W’d.

Sat, Apr 7, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
Artillery. Our artillery extremely active, heavies firing on enemy trenches and rear works
and 18 pdrs. and 4.1s firing on and cutting enemy wire along FARTHING and FAMINE
Trenches. In the afternoon a number of our heavy shells dropped short, doing some damage
to FINLEY and LONGFELLOW Trenches. Enemy’s artillery extremely active all day,
firing principally on LA SALLE, SOMBART LINE, CROSS STREET, and QUARRIES
LINE. Trench Mortars. Our Medium and Heavy Trench Mortars very active, firing
on enemy wire and on his front and support trenches. Enemy’s T.M. fire Nil. Machine
Gun & Rifle Fire. Our Lewis Guns fired at aircraft during the day. M.Gs fired at targets in
enemy’s rear lines during the night. Sniping. Little activity. Enemy did not expose
himself and no hits were obtained by our snipers. Movement. There was less enemy
movement observed than usual, one or two small parties only being observed in enemy’s rear
lines. Aircraft. Planes of both sides extremely active throughout the day. Enemy planes
crossed our lines several times during the day. Planes of both sides patrolled the lines all
day. 4 enemy balloons observed up. General. At 7.10 pm, what appeared to
be a small mine was blown in enemy’s lines about 50 yards behind GRANGE Crater. Apart
from a few rifle shots exchanged, nothing happened after the mine was blown. Two fires
were observed in enemy’s lines at S.28.a.40.80 and S.28.a.60.90. More movement than
usual observed in FAMINE and FANNY Trenches.
At 5.00 pm. Brig-Gen’l A.C. Macdonell held a Conference of Commanding Officers at the
Headquarters of the P.P.C.L.I., to discuss final preparations in regard to the forthcoming
operations.
Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 K’d. 2 W’d. 42nd. B’tn. 5 W’d.

Sun, Apr 8, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

After 11 am, our artillery was active, continuing destruction of enemy’s trenches, wire, etc.
Enemy artillery active, principally on our support area. Trench Mortars. Our Mediums
and Heavies were very active in the morning, and fairly active during the afternoon, cutting
and destroying enemy wire. Enemy’s T.Ms Nil. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire.
Our M.Gs fired on hostile aircraft during the day, and on selected targets in enemy’s rear lines
during the night. Patrols. Protective patrols covered our front during the night to
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prevent the enemy gaining news of assembly. Aircraft. Enemy planes less active than
on previous days, but several crossed our lines during the day. Both sides patrolled the lines
at intervals during the day. At 11.45 am one of our planes was forced down to the south of
Thelus and at 5.00 pm another fell near La Folie Wood. General. Enemy fired two pink
flares from the direction of Swischen Stellung; no apparent action followed. At 11.30 am
dense volumes of smoke arose from enemy’s lines to rear of La Folie Farm; lasted about
fifteen minutes.
Casualties. R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, Lieut. C.A. Thompson and 2 O.R. wdd. 42nd. Battn 4 O.R.
wdd.

Mon, Apr 9, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTION, LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

April 9th. At 5.?0 am on the morning of April 9th. The Brigade attacked the enemy’s
positions on the

April 10th. VIMY RIDGE (See Appendix “C”). The 8th, Canadian Infantry Brigade attacked
simultaneously on
April 11th.& 12th. our right, and 11th. Canadian Infantry Brigade on our left. The Brigade
attacked with three Battalions in line, R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd. Battalion (from Right to
Left respectively) each Battalion attacking on a two Company frontage. The 49th. Battalion
was in Support and provided Mopping-up and Carrying Parties. The Attack was entirely
successful, all objectives being gained and consolidated, and the Outpost Line being
completed and wired by 1.30 p.m. (For full report of attack see Appendix “D” Attached).
During the Attack the 58th. Battalion (9th. Can-Inf. Bde.) was placed at the disposal of the
G.O.C. 7th. Can. Inf. Bde. For use in case of urgent necessity only.
On the night of April 11th. The 49th. Battalion and the 58th. Battalion took over the line and
the R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd. Battalion went into Billets in the Villers Au Bois Area. The
49th. Battalion took over the left sub-section and the 58th. Battalion the Right sub-section.
The 43rd. Battalion (9th. Can. Inf. Bde.) were in Brigade support, occupying our old front line
system. The G.O.C. 7th. Can. Inf. Bde. remained in command of the line. On April 12th., at
12 noon Brig-General A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.O., handed over command of the line to
the G.O.C. 9th. Can. Inf. Bde., and Brigade Headquarters returned to VILLERS AU BOIS.
(See Appendix “E” attached)
See Appendix “C”
See Appendix “D”
See Appendix “E”

Fri, Apr 13, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE

In the afternoon Major-General L.J. Lipsett, C.M.G., G.O.C., 3rd. Canadian Division visited
the R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd. Battalions at their Billets, and made a short Speech to them,
thanking them for the splendid work they had done in the recent operations.

Sat, Apr 14, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
On this day [inserted: 13th ?] the 49th. Battalion were relieved in the line by a Battalion of the
9th. Can. Inf. Bde., and returned to Billets in VILLERS AU BOIS.
CASUALTIES:- 8th. to 14th. (See Appendix “D”, Sub-Appendices 4, 5, 6 attached).
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Sun, Apr 15, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
The time was spent by Battalions in cleaning up and in Specialists Training, Open Order Drill,
Route Marches, Lectures on Semi-open warfare, Sports, etc.
The P.P.C.L.I. moved form billets in LAMOTTE Camp to GOUY CHATEAU.
Casualties – NIL.

Mon, Apr 16, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
Training was carried on by Battalions as above.
The R.C.R. moved from billets in VILLERS AU BOIS to the LA TARGETTE AREA, where
they came under the orders of the 9th. Can, Inf, Bde. and were employed on roadwork under
the C.R.E.
CASUALTIES – NIL.

Tue, Apr 17, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
Battalions carried on training. At 4-00 P.M. Major General L. J. Lipsett, C.M.G, G.O.C. 3rd.
Canadian Division addressed a few words to the 49th. Battalion, thanking them for what they
had done in the recent operations. At 4.00 P.M. Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell,
C.M.G., D.S.O. gave a lecture to Battalion officers at Headquarters, 7th. Can. Inf. Bde. on
Outposts, Advanced Guards, Patrols, etc.
CASUALTIES – NIL.

Wed, Apr 18 to Fri, Apr 20, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
Training continued as detailed above.
On the afternoon of April 18th. the G.O.C. inspected the transports of the Un its of this
Brigade. In the afternoon of April19th the G.O.C. addressed the personnel of the 73rd.
Battalion R.H.C. who reinforced the 42nd. Battalion, welcoming them to the Brigade.
Casualties – NIL.

Sat, Apr 21, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
The Brigade moved into th forward area, moves being carried out in accordance with
Operation Order [inserted: D359] 61 20th instant. (See Appendix F.)
Casualties:- Nil.
See Appendix “F”

Sun, Apr 22, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
Rear Headquarters moved to Machine Gun Fort in CROSS Street. Transport lines at LA
TARGETTE.
Casualties:- 42nd Battalion 1 O.R. Killed, 2 O.R. Wounded.

Mon, Apr 23, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade commenced to relieve the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade
in the 3rd Divisional Forward area (T.22.b.7½.9. to T,8.a.5.3½., sheet 36 c S.W.) in
accordance with Operation Order No. 84 (See Appendix “G”).
Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. one O.R. wounded.
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See Appendix “G”

Tue, Apr 24, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
Relief of the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade was completed, dispositions being as follows:-
Right sub-section – P.P.C.L.I., Left sub-section, 49th Battalion, Brigade Support – 42nd
Battalion, Brigade Reserve – Royal Canadian Regiment, Brigade Advanced Headquarters in
FISCHER HOUSE, S.24.a.20.00, Brigade Rear Hqrs., in Machine Gun Fort.
Artillery: Our artillery was active throughout the day a nd night firing on enemy trenches,
works, etc. Fires were caused in ACHEVILLE and Fosse 5 de COURRIERES. Enemy’s
artillery was active, firing on LA CHAUDIERE, VIMY, PETIT VIMY, ANDROS Corner
and on VIMY RIDGE. Works: Considerable new work observed to have been done by
enemy on trenches in front of his line and on wire. Aircraft: Our aeroplanes were active
during day, patrolling in flights of 5 planes over enemy’s lines. Enemy planes not very
active. Several appeared over our lines during the morning but were driven back. One plane
was seen to fall near ACHEVILLE. Three enemy balloons observed. Casualties. P.P.C.L.I.
2 O.Rs Kld. 2 O.Rs. wd’d. 42nd Bn. Lt. L.C. Montgomery & 3 O.Rs wounded. 49th Bn. Lt.
W.G. Williams Kld. Major C.Y. Weaver Wd’d, Capt H.C. WALLACE (wdd.

Wed, Apr 25, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery was active through the past twenty-four hours, paying particular
attention to enemy wire. Enemy’s artillery was not so active as yesterday. They gave
attention, however, to railway embankment, battery positions in S.24.b., LA CHAUDIERE,
BRACKEN Trench and on ARRAS-LENS Road. Machine Guns: Our M. Guns fired on
enemy planes and on AVION. Enemy Machine guns fired at intervals from direction of
AVION. Sniping: Enemy snipers not active. Movement: Considerable scattered
movement was observed. One working party was dispersed by our Machine Guns. Train was
observed travelling South or South West through N.28.d. Considerable transport
heard in direction of MERICOURT. Works: A number of men were observed employed
on new works. From U.7.c.6.8. a communication trench can be seen running forward to
enemy front line. Trench from T.2.a.05.25. to T.2.a.7.2. is strongly wired. Enemy working
party seen digging trench from N.35.a.4.2. to N.35.d.2.0. Aircraft: Our aircraft
were active today. Enemy aeroplane crossed our lines flying low with tri-coloured pennant
attached to lower right wing.
Five enemy planes over ACHEVILLE at 5 a.m. patrolled behind their lines for about two
hours. They did not cross our lines. One enemy plane over LENS and AVION at low altitude
between 9.30 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. One enemy plane flying low apparently searching for
batteries. Later, enemy shelled our batteries at LA CHAUDIERE. Patrols: At 9.50 p.m.
25th April, patrol of 20 O.R. and one Lewis gun in charge of Lieut. Snider, P.P.C.L.I.
proceeded from T.16.c.1.0. – T.16.c.4.4½. – T.10.c.5.0. – to a line T.10.b.6.7. – T.10.b.8½.5.
Scouts sent forward about 100 yards to listen. No movement was heard or seen. Patrol moved
to T.11.a.6.1. where scouts were sent forward to listen. No working parties seen or heard.
Patrol returned at 11.15 p.m. south of road running from T.11.a.6.1. to T.16.b.1.0. At
9.50 p.m. 25th April, patrol No. 2 consisting of 20 O.R. and one Lewis gun in charge of Lieut.
W.E. Ford, P.P.C.L.I. proceeded along S.E. side of road running from T.15. central to
T.11.c.4.7. From here patrol moved to T.18.a.5.3. where scouts were sent out to a point 50
yards from enemy wire. No enemy seen or heard. Flares were numerous on whole front. On
its return journey, party picked up a German prisoner of 9th Company, 5th Grenadier Guards
Regiment. The 49th Battalion sent out two strong patrols went out to attack enemy working
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parties suspected to be working on works in T.3.a. and b. No. enemy parties could be found.
Another patrol of one Officer and 3 O.R., 49th Battalion, proceeded towards German trench
in T.d.2. and were fired on from ruined house at T.2.b.4.0.
General: An explosion took place at MERICOURT at 6.20 a.m. near railroad at T.5.b.8.6. At
8.30 p.m. a golden spray rocket was fired by enemy from direction of ACHEVILLE. No
observed result. Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. 9 O.Rs wd’d. 42nd Bn. 5 O.R. killed, 10. O.Rs
wd’d.

Thu, Apr 26, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery heavily shelled ACHEVILLE, MERICOURT and S.E. end of
AVION. We barraged the enemy’s lines at 5.15 a.m. and red and green flares were sent up by
him at 5.16½ a.m. Enemy’s artillery not very active during day except in vicinity of LA
CHAUDIERE. His reply to our barrage commenced at 5.18½ a.m. This fell on our forward
area. Machine Guns: Our gun at T.15.d.4.4. fired during night enfilading enemy positions
at T.5.d.35.50. Movement: Considerable movement observed, particularly near
enemy new line. Small parties were also observed on ACHEVILLE-ROUVROY Road, and
amongst houses at T.5.d.5.1., N.34.d.7.7., T.5.a.3.4. Much train movement activity behind
enemy’s lines – eight trains in all being observed. Works; A number of parties observed
working on enemy’s defences,- new gun emplacements and new wire observed.
Aircraft: Three enemy planes appeared on our front at 8.45 a.m. two crossed our front
line but did not remain long on our front. Three enemy planes were seen within their own
lines at 5 p.m. At 5.30 p.m. one enemy plane (red) forced two of ours down in vicinity of
VIMY. Four enemy planes crossed our lines flying low at 7 p.m. Enemy’s planes dropped
darts near VIMY at 8 a.m. This was also done by red plane at 5.30 p.m. near our front line.
Our planes were active from 8 a.m. onwards. Machine gun fire was directed at them from
direction of AVION. Seven enemy balloons were observed during day. General: At 6.30
a.m. red flames 40 to 50 feet high appeared for 30 seconds approx. O.29.c.60.65. followed by
dense smoke for about ten minutes. Small fire broke out at MERICOURT at 8 a.m. Later it
increased and dense smoke was observed for two hours. A large explosion was caused in
AVION by our shelling. A fire was observed at T.9.c.7.8. at 7.45 p.m. Two fires were
observed in direction of LENS at 8.30 p.m. At 9.10 p.m. a fire apparently caused by one of
our shells hitting an ammunition dump was observed near FRESNOY. Enemy searchlights
were active during night. Enemy blew up tower of MERICOURT church at 2.30 p.m.
Steeple and roof are observed to be blown off. At 12.55 a.m. ten green chain flares of 3 to 10
lights were seen on our right front. Two were also seen at 10.20 p.m. Enemy’s artillery
appeared to become more active immediately. Patrols: At 9.45 p.m. four patrolls, each of
one N.C.O., 5 O.R. and one Lewis gun, of the P.P.C.L.I. established themselves in shell holes
at approximately T.17.b.9.8., T.11.d.5.6., T.11.a.8.2. and T.11.a.1.5. Patrols remained out
until 3.15 a.m. No enemy patrols were encountered and no working parties were heard. One
patrol of the 49th Battalion consisting of two Officers (Lieuts. Downton and KINNAIRD) and
26 men left our lines at 9.20 p.m. proceeding to approximately T.3.c.0.4. At 11 p.m. enemy
working parties were observed wiring in front of trench at T.2.b.7.4. Enemy was at once
engaged and dispersed by Lewis gun fire. Patrol of one Officer (Lieut. J.R. Ferris), 24 O.R.
and 2 Lewis guns (49th Battalion) proceeded to T.3.d.3.0. half of patrol remained here as
support, remainder worked half-left and afterwards half-right until heavy wire was
encountered. Another patrol of the 49th Battalion consisting of one officer (Lieut. Ames) and
17 O.R. proceeded towards enemy lines. They did not encounter any of the enemy nor hear
any parties. Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. kl’d 3 O.Rs. wd’d. 42nd Bn. 1 O.R. kl’d, 2 O.Rs.
wd’d. 49th Bn. Lieut. A.A. Rollitt and 5 O.Rs. wd’d.
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Fri, Apr 27, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery usual activity. During the night our field artillery fired bursts of fire
on enemy new works, the heavy artillery firing on approaches to AVION and MERICOURT.
Enemy artillery firing mainly on railway embankment, VIMY, PETIT VIMY, LA
CHAUDIERE and LENS-ARRAS Road. Enemy set fire to one of his old ammunition dumps
in VIMY. He also shelled dummy trenches in front of right Battalion, and also No Man’s
Land about 800 yards in advance of our front line. Machine Guns: Our guns fired
successfully on enemy planes, driving them off. Movement: Much movement in T.4.a. and
T.5.b. Some movement observed between ACHEVILLE and MERICOURT. Aircraft: Our
aeroplanes active. Several enemy planes were over our lines during day. Three hostile
balloons observed. One of our balloons was brought down by enemy plane. Works Wire in
front of enemy new front line very low and is a mixture of concertina and barbed. Directly in
front of ACHEVILLE wire is badly damaged. Patrols: A patrol consisting of Lieut.
Patterson and ten Other Ranks, 49th Battalion, proceeded to approximately T.3.d.1.4. No sign
of enemy was seen. General: During the night enemy fired several flares well back of our
lines, which continued to burn for several minutes, giving off a brilliant light. Casualties:
42nd Bn. Captain S.J Mathewson and one Other Rank wounded.

Sat, Apr 28, 1917
Operations: At 4.25 a.m., in connection with operations on our right, our artillery opened an
intense barrage. Enemy immediately sent up single red and double red flares. A number of
green a nd golden orange flares later went up from direction of AVION. Enemy artillery
opened on our front line at 4.29 a.m. but firing was not heavy. Heavies fired a few rounds on
LA CHAUDIERE at 4.39 a.m. Enemy bursts of M.G. Fire along the whole frontage. Our
barrage died down on our front at 5.10 a.m., enemy heavies firing to North of Divisional area.
At 5.25 a.m. Brigade front quiet. It was noticeable that enemy retaliated heavily on frontage
to our North evidently expecting an attack from Division on our left. Most of retaliation
appeared to come from direction of SALLAUMINES. The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade
co-operated with operations on our right as per attached Operation Order No. 87 (See
Appendix “H”). Artillery: Our artillery active, during the night approaches to AVION
and MERICOURT were shelled. Enemy artillery not so active as usual. Machine Guns:
Occasional bursts of enemy machine guns during the night. Our Machine guns fired on
enemy aeroplanes. Movement: At 5.30 p.m. train was seen moving near SALLAUMINES
going west, At 5.35 p.m. train observed near HARNES. Some movement observed in
MERICOURT. Several enemy working parties were dispersed by our artillery. Enemy
Works: Wire on MERICOURT-AVION line in front of cemetry damaged to some extent by
our artillery. Patrols; Patrol consisting of Lieuts. DOWNTON and FOSTER (49th Battalion)
32 O.Rs. and two Lewis guns proceeded to old enemy battery positions at approximately
T.8.a.8.8. Small patrols pushed forward from this party along railway and to T.2.d.4.4.
Several enemy were observed walking along road especially where it crosses the track.
Stokes gun fired 35 rounds at house in T.2.c.95.40. Every possible target was engaged. 35
rounds Stokes, 24 Rifle Grenades and 2,500 rounds S.A.A. were used. Patrol returned at 3.10
a.m. A patrol of one officer and 12 O.R. (49th Battalion) proceeded to T.4c.5.5. returning
through T.3.d. no enemy being seen or heard. Patrol of one officer and 12 O.Rs. (49th
Battalion) proceeded to T.10.b.2.8. and to T.4.d.5.0. but did not see or hear any sign of
enemy. Aircraft: Our planes were exceptionally active during the day. A number of
enemy planes were up during the day. Two enemy balloons observed. General: Fires
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observed in AVION and MERICOURT. Casualties: R.C.R. one O.R. wounded.
P.P.C.L.I. two O.R. killed and eight O.Rs. wounded. 42nd Battalion Lieut. Daniel McFie
wounded and four O.Rs. wounded. 49th Battalion two O.Rs. killed and two O.Rs. wounded.
See Appendix “H”

Sun, Apr 29, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery active firing on AVION, MERICOURT, ACHEVILLE, etc. During
enemy gas shelling our counter batteries took on enemy batteries but enemy still continued to
fire. At 4.15 a.m. our artillery opened a barrage which lasted for twenty minutes. No serious
retaliation from enemy. Enemy’s: Shelled VIMY station, LA CHAUDIERE, BOIS
DE LA CHAUDIERE, LENS-ARRAS Road and usual targets with 5.9’s and 4.1’s. From 11
p.m. to 4 a.m. enemy fired many gas shells into VIMY, PETIT VIMY and vicinity of and on
VIMY RIDGE, also in vicinity of Support Line. Machine Guns: Our guns active against
enemy aircraft. Enemy guns not very active. Sniping: Two snipers of the P.P.C.L.I.
in a shell hole well forward in T.10.a. were sniped at from direction of AVION. Enemy
shooting accurate. Movement: Some movement seen in MERICOURT, also some train
movement observed in rear area. Patrols: A patrol consisting of Lieut. Ames and 12,
O.Rs. of the 49th Battalion proceeded along left of Sunken Road to cross roads T.3.d.35.00. to
T.3.d.0.8. Patrol then moved S.W. to T.3.c. central and returned through T.9. Nothing was
seen or heard of enemy. A patrol consisting of Lieut. H. POPE-HENNESSY and 12 O.Rs,
49th. Battalion left T.15 central and proceeded to approximately T.4.d.7.7. until they came in
touch with enemy wire. They moved to the left along enemy wire, when enemy opened fire.
Lieut. POPE-HENNESSY and one N.C.O. are missing. Aircraft. Our aeroplanes very
active. One of our triplanes was brought down in flames N.E. of MERICOURT. Several
enemy planes flew over our lines during the day. Several enemy balloons up during the day.
General. Fires were seen in LENS AVION and MERICOURT. A small fire, which burned
for about 10 minutes, was started in VIMY by an enemy shell at 12.40 am.
Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.R. kld, 11 O.R. wdd. 42nd. Bn. 4 O.R. wdd,
Lieut. F.D. McFIE wdd. 49th. Bn. 2 O.R. kld, 2 O.R. wdd,

Mon, Apr 30, 1917
On the night of 29th/30th April and April 30th/May 1st the Brigade was relieved by the 9th.
Canadian Infantry Brigade. Moves and reliefs were carried out in accordance with Operation
Order No.88 attached. (See Appendix I).
Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. kld. 2 O.R. wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. kld. 1 O.R.gas poisoning.
42nd. Bn. 1 O.R. wdd. 49th. Bn. 2 O.R. kld. 2 O.R. wdd. Lieut. H. POPE-HENNESSY and 1
O.R. missing, believed killed.

Considerable work was done by the Brigade during the period April 23rd to April 30th, in
constructing trenches, etc. (See Appendix “J”).

[ War Diary signed by Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell G.O.C., 7th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade]

Sketch of Trenches

Sketch of Trenches 7.4.17.
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___________________________________

“A”

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER No.68. Copy No. 24

March 30th. 1917.

Ref: Trench Map 1/10,000 new.
Sheet 36.B. 1/40,000.

----------------------------------------

1. The Brigade will be relieved in the line by the 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade on the
night 31st. of March/April 1st, and 1st/2nd. April.

2 Moves and reliefs will take place in accordance with attached appendix.

3. Details of relief will be arranged direct between the Officers Commanding
concerned.

4. The Brigade Bomb Officer, the Brigade Signal Officer and one Officer and two
N.C.O’s from each Unit of the Brigade except the 49th. Battalion will remain in the
line with the 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade to ensure continuity of work.

5. One guide per Platoon will be detailed by Battalions to meet relieving units at 8.00
pm on the nights of relief. Guides will rendezvous at Junction of PYLONES and
QUARRIES LINE, reporting to Lieut. CHUTTER of 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. H.Q.

6. Completion of Relief to be reported by use of code phrase “Your B.M.R. 68 received
at ……..”.

7. The Staff Captain “A & Q” will issue separate orders giving march orders for the
49th. Battalion, allotment of Billets, etc.

8. Reports to Advance H.Q., QUARRIES LINE until completion of relief on the night
1st/2nd. April, afterwards to VILLERS AU BOIS.

9. ACKNOWLEDGE.

[Signed] A O Meridith
Major,

A/Brigade Major,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
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Issued through Signals at 8.30 am.

Copies to:-

1 – Canadian Corps “G”.
2, 3 & 4 – 3rd. Canadian Division. 14 – 7th. Bde. Wiring Offr

5 – R.C.R. 15 – 7th. Bde. Vet. Officer
6 – P.P.C.L.I. 16 – 8th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
7 – 42nd. Battalion. 17 – 9th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.

8 – 49th. Battalion. 18 – 11th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
9 – 7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy. 19 – 10th. Cdn. Fld. Amb.

10 – 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty. 20 – 7th. Field Coy, C.E.
11 – 7th. Brigade Signal Officer. 21 – No.2 Coy, 3rd. Cdn.
12 – 7th. Brigade Bomb Officer. Divnl. Train.
13 – 172nd. Tunnelling Coy, R.E. 22 – 3rd. Cdn. Divnl. Train

.23, 24 & 25 – War Diary.
26, 27 & 28 – File.

__________________________________________________

APPENDIX to 7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE OPERATION ORDER No. 68.

___________________________________________________

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE . SECRET.

AFTER ORDER No. 1 to OPERATION ORDER No. 68. Copy No. 24

March 30th, 1917.

Ref: Trench Map 1/10,000 new.
Sheet 36.B. 1/40,000.

----------------------------------------

1. Reference Appendix to 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No.68.
The relief of the 7th. Canadian Machine Gun Company by the 9th. Canadian

Machine Gun Company will take place on April 1st by night, instead of March 31st by
night.

2. Acknowledge.

[Signed] AO Meridith
Major,

A/Brigade Major,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
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Issued through Signals at 2.00 pm.

Copies to:- 1 – Canadian Corps “G”.
2, 3 & 4 – 3rd. Canadian Division.

5 – R.C.R.
6 – P.P.C.L.I.
7 – 42nd. Battalion.
8 – 49th. Battalion.
9 – 7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy.

10 – 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty.
11 – 7th. Bde. Signal Officer.
12 – 7th. Bde. Bomb Officer.
13 – 172nd. Tunnelling Coy, R.E.
14 – 7th. Bde. Wiring Officer.
15 – 7th. Bde. Vet. Officer.
16 – 8th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
17 – 9th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
18 – 11th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
19 – 10th. Cdn. Field Amb.
20 – 7th. Field Coy, C.E.
21 – No 2 Coy, 3rd. Cdn. Divnl. Train.
22 – 3rd. Cdn. Divnl. Train.

23, 24 & 25 - War Diary.
26, 27 & 28 – File.

______________________________________________

“B”
SECRET.

7TH CANADIAN INF NTRY BRIGADE. Copy No……23….

OPERATION ORDER No.69. 4th April 1917.

Ref: Trench Map 1/10,000 new.
Sheet 36.b. 1/40,000.

1. Operations will take place on Z day (the date of which has been communicated
verbally to all concerned ).

2. The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will relieve the 9th Canadian Infantry
Brigade in the Left Sub-Section on Y/Z night.

3. Moves and reliefs will take place in accordance with the attached appendices.

4. All details of relief and assembly of troops in the assembly trenches and
jumping-off trenches on Y/Z night will be arranged by O’s.C concerned.
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5. The 7th Canadian Machine Gun Company will relieve the 9th Canadian
Machine Gun Company under arrangements to be made by the Divisional Machine
Gun Officer.

6. During the march from billets to the trenches, intervals of 500 yards will be
maintained between Battalions and 100 yards between Platoons. Battalions will take
particular precautions not to arrive at the Starting Point before or after the time given
in the Appendices. The 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade are using the same road and
starting point and their Battalions will be passing the starting point every clock hour
up to 11.00 p.m. on W/X night and X/Y night.

7. Roads are allotted to Brigades on Y/Z night as follows:-

(a) 7th Canadian Inf. Bde.
VILLERS AU BOIS – LAMOTTE FARM (F.2.d.4.9.) to F.9.a.0.7. – F.9.a.5.4.

– F.4.c.0.3. – F.4.c.2.1. – BERTHONVAL FARM and plank road. To be clear of
BERTHONVAL Farm by 10 p.m.

(b) 8th Canadian Inf. Bde.
Same as above to F.4.c.2.1. thence track towards F.10 central, thence via

CHASSERY forward. To be clear of BERTHONVAL Farm at 9.p.m.
N.B. – The ST.ELOY-LA TARGETTE Road is allotted to the 2nd Canadian

Division and must not be used.

(c) 9th Canadian Inf. Bde.
Same as (a) above for 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. to follow 7th Canadian Inf. Bde.

Head not to pass BERTHONVAL FARM before 10 p.m.

(d) The A.P.M. will arrange for traffic control on the above routes.

(e) No transport will be allowed forward of LAMOTTE FARM on Y/Z night.

8. The Staff Captain “A” & “Q” will issue separate orders regarding all
Administrative Instructions.

9. Completion of reliefs and arrival of Units on X/Y night and Y/Z night will be
reported by use of code phrase “Your B.M.R. 69 received at …………”.

10. Advanced Brigade Headquarters will open at MACHINE GUN FORT at 8.00
p.m. on W day.

11. ACKNOWLEDGE.

[Signed] AO Meridith
Major,

A/Brigade Major,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
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Issued through Signals at 5.30 p.m.

Copies to:- 1 – Canadian Corps.
2, 3 & 4 – 3rd Canadian Division.

5 – R.C.R.
6 – P.P.C.L.I.
7 – 42nd Battalion.
8 – 49th Battalion.
9 – 7th Can. M.G. Coy.

10 – 7th Can. T.M. Bty.
11 – 7th Bde. Signal Officer.
12 – 7th Bde. Bomb Officer.
13 – 7th Bde. Wiring Officer.
14 – 172nd Tunnelling Coy.
15 – 8th Can. Inf. Bde.
16 – 9th Can. Inf. Bde.
17 – 11th Can. Inf. Bde.
18 – 10th Can. Field. Ambulance.
19 – 7th Field Coy. C.E.
20 – 3 rd Can. Divn’l. Train.
21 – No.2 Coy. 3rd Divn’l Train.

22, 23 & 24 – War Diary.
25, 26 & 27 – File.

_____________________________________________

APPENDIX “A”

______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

APPENDIX “B”

______________________________________________

APPENDIX “C”.

______________________________________________

“C”

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER No.70. Copy No…..

Ref: Vimy Roclincourt.
1/10,000.
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1. General On Z day the Canadian Corps will undertake the capture of VIMY
Intention. RIDGE from COMMANDANT’S HOUSE (B.7d) to KENNEDY

Crater (S.9.c.1.2.) in conjunction with operations of the XVII Corps.

2. Task. (a) The 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will attack and capture a
portion of the VIMY RIDGE.

(b) After reaching the final objective the Brigade will push patrols
forward towards BOIS DU CHAMP POURRI (S.23.b.) to ascertain
whether the defences of these localities are occupied. The protective
barrages will be lifted to enable this to be done.

(c) The 8th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will attack simultaneously on
our right and the 11th. Canadian Infantry Brigade (4th. Canadian
Division) on our left.

(d) After reaching the final objective, the 8th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade will push patrols forward to PETIT VIMY and VIMY.

3. Time. Zero hour will be communicated separately to all concerned.

4. Boundaries. In accordance with 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Secret Map “A”,
issued under 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade B.M.R.518., 10th March
1917.

5. Objective. Successive objectives have been allotted to Brigade as follows:-

(a) Intermediate Objective (Black Line.)
Junction of SWISCHEN STELLUNG and ARTILLERIE WEG

(S.28.b.6½.7.) exclusive, thence along ARTILLERIE WEG to
FEATHER Trench, thence along FEATHER Trench, FAMINE Trench
and BEGGAR Trench to Northern Brigade Boundary at S.22.b.0.1½.

(b) Final Objective (Red Line).
The General Line in LA FOLIE WOOD from S.23.c.9½.0. to

S.22.b.7.3½. including BRITT Trench. This line to be dug in and
consolidated with strong points (Minimum garrison 20 men each)
constructed at the following approximate locations:-

S.23.c.7.2¾. - Cross Tracks
S.23.c.4½.4½. - Jct. Of ARTILLERIE WEG and

BRITT Trench.
S.23.c.3½.6. - Jct. Of STAUBWASSER WEG and

BRITT Trench.
S.23.c.1.8. -
S.22.b.9.0. - To enfilade track.
S.22.b.7.3. - To cover North side of Re-entrant

in S.22.b. and S.23.a.

6. Intention. The Brigade will attack from the Observation Line with three
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Assaulting Battalions in Line (R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. 42nd. Battalion R.H.C. from
Troops. Right to Left respectively) each attacking on a two company front.

The 49th. Battalion E.R. (less two companies employed as moppers-up
and Stokes Gun ammunition carriers) will be in Brigade Reserve in the
Machine Gun Fort and GRANGE Subway.

7. Frontages 1. Frontages allotted to Battalions in Objectives are as follows (See
allotted to Secret Map “A”):
Battalions in
Objectives & (a) On Intermediate Objective (Black Line).
Bn. H.Q.

R.C.R. - From S.28.b.6½.7. to
S.22.d.7¾.2.

P.P.C.L.I. - From S.22.d.7¾.2. to
S.22.d.3½.5½. Jct. of BLUE
Trench and BEGGAR Trench
(EXCLUSIVE).

42nd. Bn. R.H.C. - From S.22.d.3½.5½. Jct. of
BLUE Trench and BEGGAR Trench
(INCLUSIVE) to S.22.b.0.1½.

(b) On Final Objective (Red Line).

R.C.R. - From S.23.c.9½.0. to Jct. of
ARTILLERIE WEG and BRITT Trench
(S.23.c.4½.4½.) inclusive,
thence along BRITT Trench to
S.23.c.4.5. with strong points at
S.23.c.7.2¾. and S.23.c. 4½.4½.
(ECOLE COMMUNE inclusive to the
R.C.R.)

P.P.C.L.I. - BRITT Trench from S.23.c.4.5. to
its junction with STAUBWASSER WEG
(S.23.c.3½.6.) inclusive thence
to S.22.d.9½.9½. with strong
points at S.23.c.3½.6. and
S.23.c.1.8.

42nd. Bn. R.H.C. - From S.22.d.9½.9½. to S.22.b.
7.3½. with strong points at
S.22.b.9.0. and S.22.b.7.3.

7. Frontages allotted 2. Battalion Headquarters will be as follows:-
to Battalions in
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Objectives and Bn.
Headquarters. R.C.R. - S.27.b.72.88 (In PS Line

adjoining GRANGE Subway).
P.P.C.L.I. - S.27.b.93.96 (In GRANGE

Subway).
42nd. Bn. R.H.C. - S.27.b.93.96 (In GRANGE

Subway).
49th. Bn., E.R. - S.27.a.97.33. (In M.H. FORT).

8. Patrols To BOIS
DU CHAPM POURRI. Separate instructions will be issued

regarding the action of these patrols.

9. Strong Points. Strong Points (Minimum garrison 30
men each) will be constructed in rear of the
Final Objective by Battalions at the following
approximate locations:-

R.C.R. - S.P.5, S.23.c.2.1. (ARTILLERIE WEG)
P.P.C.L.I. - S.P.6, S.22.d.8½.5. (STAUBWASSER WEG)
42nd Bn.R.H.C.S.P.7, S.22.b.4½.0. (Blue Trench).

These strong points will be constructed simultaneously with the
consolidation of the Final Objective.

10. Artillery At Zero hour the intense shrapnel barrage will open on the
Barrage & the enemy’s front line system a short distance East of his Crater Posts
Infantry Action. and continue for three minutes. Small parties from the leading
Ref. Artillery companies will push forward into the craters and enemy crater post,.
Barrage Map. If the barrage permits.

At plus three the barrage will move forward in accordance with
artillery barrage time table previously issued until at plus 35 it is 150
yards beyond the Intermediate Objective. The Assaulting Troops will
follow it up closely to the Intermediate Objective which will be
mopped-up and consolidated by the Companies detailed for this work.
Parties will be pushed out in front and up communication trenches close
under the barrage to protect the consolidation parties. The barrage will
remain 150 yards beyond the Intermediate Objective for 40 minutes
during which time troops detailed to capture the Final Objective will
form up in rear of the Intermediate Objective.

A short time before plus 75 the troops detailed to take the Final
Objective will creep forward and form up close under the barrage in
front of the Intermediate Objective, to assault the Final Objective.

At plus 75 the barrage will move forward in accordance with the
Artillery barrage time table until at plus 95 it finally stops 300 yards
beyond the Final Objective.
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The assaulting troops will follow the barrage closely, mopping-
up as they go, special attention being given to the ECOLE COMMUNE.

Battalions will detail part of the Companies proceeding beyond
the Intermediate Objective to provide covering parties and to construct
the strong points in LA FOLIE WOOD. The remainder of these
companies will mop-up consolidate and garrison the next trench in rear
of and approximately parallel to the Final Objective.

The actual advance into LA FOLIE WOOD will be preceded by
scouts and covering parties who will be specially detailed for this work.

The barrage will ultimately lift to enable patrols to be pushed
forward in accordance with para. 2 (b) above.

11. Moppers-up. Six platoons and 2 sections of the 49th Battalion, E.R.,
6 platoons & 2 will be detailed to Battalions as follows to act as moppers-up:-
Sections, 49th.
Bn., E.R. R.C.R. - 2 platoons.

P.P.C.L.I. - 2 platoons.
42nd Bn., R.H.C. - 2 platoons & 2 secs.

Moppers-up will be under the orders of the Battalions to which
they are attached, and will accompany the attack. They will mop-up
all tre ches an craters on the frontage of the Battalion to which they are
attached, up to, but not including, the Intermediate Objective (Black
Line).

Moppers up will be assigned their tasks, exact trenches they are
responsible for, and where they are to rendezvous eventually. After
they have completed their work, the moppers-up will be employed in
carrying out wounded (in accordance with Administrative Instructions)
and will then report back to the O.C. 49th Battalion E.R., at Machine
Gun Fort.

12. 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty. (a) Two guns of the 7th Canadian Trench Mortar Battery will
1 platoon & 2 be placed under the orders of each Assaulting Battalion to assist
Sections 49th Bn. in the advance ; remaining two guns will in Brigade Reserve.
E.R., Stokes gun in the P Line near the head of GRANGE Subway.
carriers.

(b) Two sections of the 49th Battalion, E.R., will be placed
under the orders of each assaulting Battalion to carry Stokes gun
ammunition.

13. 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy. The eight machine guns of the 7th Canadian Machine
Gun Company allotted to Battalions will go forward from their
assembly positions to the Intermediate Objective as soon as the
favourable opportunity presents itself, under orders of the O’s.
C. Battalions.
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The four guns of the 7th Canadian Machine Gun
Company allotted as a Brigade Reserve and which will have
been engaged in holding our front line system and indirect
firing, will move forward to the Intermediate Objective after the
Final Objective has been secured, under orders of the O.C. 7th
Canadian M.G. Company.

The final di
On these four guns relieving the first eight guns in the

Intermediate Objective, these first guns will move forward by
orders of the O’s.C. Battalions to positions in or near S.Ps. 5, 6
and 7.

The f nal distribution of the Machine Guns will be:-

R.C.R. - 2 guns, S.P. 5.
P.P.C.L.I. - 2 guns, S.P. 6.
42nd Bn. R.H.C. - 2 guns, S.P. 7 &

2 guns S.22.b.15.10.
Bde. Reserve - 2 guns, Intermediate Objective.

14. Engineers. One Officer and four N.C.Os. or sappers of the 7th Field
Coy. will accompany each Assaulting Bn. and assist in the siting
and construction of Strong Points 5, 6 and 7.

15. S.O.S. Signal. The S.O.S. signal will be RED, either rockets or Very
lights. As many as possible fired in quick succession.

16. Distinguishing
flags. When objectives are reached, the Divisional

distinguishing flags will be waved NOT stuck in the ground.
Flags will be carried as follows:-

3rd Canadian Division - BLACK & RED.
4th Canadian Division - RED.

17. Smoke Barrage. No 4 Special Company, R.E., will arrange for a smoke
barrage from 4" Stokes Mortars to cover the Black Line from 0
to plus 15, provided the wind is then between North West and
South West.

The decision as to the employment of smoke will rest
with the Officer in charge of the 4" Stokes.

18. Contact Contact aeroplanes will fly at the following times:-
Patrols.

(a) Zero plus 50 minutes.
(b) Zero plus two hours.

Details as to Contact Aeroplane work have been issued , (See
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade B.M.S.1263, 4.4.17).

19. Administrative Administrative instructions have b en issued separately
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Instructions. by Staff Captain “A & Q” to all concerned.

20. Liaison. Liaison Officers and N.C.O’s will be exchanged in
accordance with instructions previously issued.

21. Reports. Report s will be sent direct to the 7th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade H.Q. in Machine Gun Fort (S.27.a.97.33.). When
Battalion H.Q. move forward reports will be sent to Brigade
Advanced Report Centre at S.22.d.3.5. (approx.) which will be
marked by a blue and whire signal flag. In the event of
Battalions not being able to locate this Advanced Brigade Report
Centre, reports will be sent to Brigade Rear Report Centre at
east end of GRANGE Subway.

22. Time. Brigade time will be sent out by runner at 4 pm. and 11
pm. daily.

23. Acknowledge.

Sgd. A.O. Meredith, Major,
A/Brigade Major,

7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at 2.30 pm.

Copy No. to:-
Nos 1, 2, 3 – 3rd. Canadian Division. 26 – 7th. Field Coy, C.E.

4 – R.C.R. 27 – 63rd. Divisional Arty.
5 – P.P.C.L.I. 28 – D.T.M.O., 63rd. Divnl. Arty.
6 – 42nd. Battalion. 29 – 172nd. Tunnelling, Coy. R.E.
7 – 49th. Battalion.
8 – 7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy.
9 – 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty.

10 – Rear Bde. Hqrs.
11 – Bde. Signal Officer.
12 – Bde. Bombing Officer.
13 – O.C., No.4 Special Coy, R.E.
14 – 8th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
15 – 9th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
16 – 11th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
17 – 19 – War Diary.
20 – 25 - Office.

____________________________________________

SECRET.

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
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OPERATION ORDER No.81.

10th. April.1917.

1. At 4.00 pm today, in accordance with orders received from the 3rd.
Canadian Division, the 49th. Battalion will push forward patrols to BOIS DU
CHAMP POURRRI and LA CHAUDIERE. Not more than two platoons will
be employed in this operation.

2. The R.C.R. will assist the 49th. Battalion by clearing FILLIP Trench as
far east at S.23.d.9.8.

3. The 42nd. Battalion will assist by establishing posts at BRACKEN
Trench.

4. The Artillery will bombard BOIS DU CHAMP POURRI and vicinity
till 4.00 pm.

5. ACKNOWLEDGE.

Sgd. A.O. MEREDITH, Major,
A/Brigade Major,

7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued at ………………..

Copies to:-

R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
42nd. Battalion.
49th. Battalion.
7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy.
7th. Cdn. M.T. Bty.

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. Copy No……….

OPERATION ORDER No.82. 11th. April, 1917.
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1, The Brigade will undertake the following operations on the night of 11th/12th
April and on the morning of the 12th. April.

2. (a) The 58th. Battalion will push forward strong parties up FILLIP Trench,
ARTILLERIE WEG, STAUBWASSER WEG and establish blocks at the following
locations:-

S,23-c.9.5. - FILLIP Trench.
S.23.c.6½.6½. - Jct. BROOK and ARTILLERIE WEG.
S.23.c.6½.8½. - Jct. STAUBWASSER WEG and BROOK Trench.

These trenches will be re-claimed, cleaned out and firestepped as far East as
the Blocks.

(b) The 49th. Battalion will push forward and establish a post at S.23.a.0.4. and
will join up this post by a trench to the front line.

3. (a) At 6.30 am the Canadian Corps Heavy Artillery and the 63rd. Divisional
Artillery will bombard all trenches in the following area – East of Contour 95 (in
Squares S.23.a, c and d) as far North as a line running from S.23.a.3.7. to BLOATER
Trench at S.23.b.2½.8. – thence along BLOATER Trench inclusive to its junction with
FILLIP Trench at S.23.d.9.7¾. – thence from S.23.d.9.7¾. to Contour 95 at
S.23.d.4½.4½.

(B) Battalions will clear all trenches within four hundred yards of the area to be
bombarded by 6.15 am, 12th, April.

(c) The Artillery Bombardment will last from 6.30 am to 8.30 am.

4, At 8.30 am theposts which have been captured and consolidated during the
night will be re-occupied and psuhed [pushed] further forward advantage being taken
of all knolls and controlling fround [found] to cover the flanks.

5. At 8.30 am the Canadian Corps Heavy Artillery will change their target and
fire on BLOATER Trench and the 63rd. Divisional Artillery will change their target
and barrage the “Y” Line for three minutes, and will then lift to BLOATER Trench .

Under cover of the 63rd. Divisional Artillery barrage, the posts which have
been established during the night will be re-occupied and will be pushed further
forward to the ground most favourable to command theflanks.

6. The 7th. Canadian Trench Mortar Battery will assist in the first pushing
forward of patrols on the night 11th/12th April, if required by the Os.C 58th and 49th.
Battalions.

[7.] Reports will be rendered as follows:-

(i) Showing exact location of blocks established during the night.
(ii) Showing exact locate on of blocks established after the artillery bombardment.

8. ACKNOWLEDGE.
Sgd. A.O. MERIDITH, Major,
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A/Brigade Major,
Issued through Signals at 8.00 pm. 7th. Canadian Infantry Bde.

Copies to:- 1. – 58th. Battalioan. 2. – 49th. Battalion.
3. – 9th. Cdn. M.G. Coy. 4. – 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty.
5. – 43rd. Battalion. 5. – 3rd. Canadian Division.

_________________________________________________

“D”

7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

B.M.R. 222.

To:
3rd. Canadian Division.
----------------------------

I have the honour to submit herewith report on Operations of the 7th
Canadian Infantry Brigade in the attack on VIMY RIDGE, April 9th to April 12th,
1917.

Brig. Gen’l.,
16.4.17. Cmdg., 7th Canadian Inf. Bde.

____________________________________________________

REPORT ON OPERATIONS OF THE 7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE
IN THE ATTACK ON VIMY RIDGE FROM S.22.B.45.17 to

S.29.a.55.90, from April 9th to April 12th 1917.

Ref: VIMY 1/10,000
Edition 8 a.

Foreword. Before submitting my report of the action, may I place
on record my appreciation of certain work which so materially
assisted us as to bear vitally upon our success, viz.:

Major O.A. Syme The ORANGE Tunnel with its branches, tramways,.
and 172nd Trench Mortar positions, recesses for ammunition, etc., etc.,
Tunnelling Co. facilitating supplies of every sort and saving hundreds of lives,

Major Syme and the 172nd Tunnelling Company are deserving
of all praise.

Major H.C. Walkem, Traffic Manager and Lieut. West
his assistant, did their work well.
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The Machine Gun Fort also proved a valuable adjunct
from every point of view, being a well selected point of vantage
for machine guns and a shell proof cover for the Machine Gun
Company, and there being accommodation for Brigade and
Battalion Headquarters, also a large Dressing Station, and cover
for many other Officers and Other Ranks. The fort was
designed by Major J.W.H.G.E. Vandenberg, 7th Canadian
Machine Gun Company, now 3rd Canadian Divisional Machine
Gun Officer, and his plans were put into execution by Lieut.
D.S. Forbes, M.C. (P.P.C.L.I.) 7th Canadian Machine Gun Coy.
I desire to bring these Officers’ names forward to you most
favourably notice for their initiative and splendid work. I regret
to state that Lieut. Forbes was hit in three places by shrapnel on
the 9th instant.

Instructions, These are all attached hereto and proved effective and
Operation Order. practical when it came to the finll [final] test.

Brigade Staff. For much hard work in connection therewith, the
7th Brigade is indebted to Major E. Basil Wedd, M.C., who
drew up the preliminary draft before being evacuated with
pneumonia.

Major A.O. Meredith, now Brigade Major, whose work
has been beyond all praise before, during and after the attack.

Captain P.E. Colman, M.C., Staff Captain “A” & “Q”
who again, as on the SOMME, did extremely well in his
Department.

Captain H.M. Wallis, Staff Captain Intelligence, who
was indefatigable in obtaining fullest information, no task being
too hard or dangerous if it promised results. His work during the
attack showed promptitude and a grasp of the military situation,
coupled with courage of a high order.

Captain Kenneth Stewart, M.C., 7th Field Co. C.E. has
been a success and absolutely unremitting in his work before,
during and after the attack.

Lieut. M.L. Maitland, Brigade Signalling Officer, also
did extremely well in his Department, and took many risks
freely.

Lieut. L.F.G. Bole, M.C., R.C.R. (Brigade Bombing
Officer) was simply indefatigable in his work. I deeply regret to
report that he was killed in action.
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Captain J. H. Wallis and Lieut. T. S. Chutter, M.C., are
both deserving of praise for much good work done before,
during and after the attack.

Weather. Before Zero Hour, weather propitious with a slight mist,
Later it rained and snowed but not enough to interfere with
operations of the Infantry.

[W]ind. North West.

Medical Each Battalion carried out instructions re stretchers etc.
Arrangements. attached.

Arrangements for accommodation of 52 lying down
patients at R.A.P. (R.C.R. and P.P.C.L.I.) at Machine Gun Fort.

Dugout No.37 in QUARRIES neat LASALLE fitted up
for both lying down and walking cases.

Captain W. Hale, attached 42nd. Battalion, went over
with the first wave and established R.A.P. in FAMINE Trench
(see report of 42nd. Battalion attached), himself capturing 5
Germans. He was ably and courageously assisted by Captain
G.D. Kilpatrick., Brigade Chaplain.

Narrative. At 5.15 am we heard from all Battalions that everyone
was in place in the jumping-off trenches.

At 5.30 am Battalions began creeping through the Crater
Line up to the barrage and followed it closely to all objectives.

Our barrage was excellent and was so through the attack.
May I bring Lieut-Colonel Wingfield, in command of Group
Artillery, and Major Brown, (Liaison Officer) of the 63rd.
Divisional Artillery to your favourable notice.

Shortly after Zero Hour the enemy began to barrage the
P. Line, but the fire was weak.

At 5.40 am the first prisoners began coming in. There
was little orno resistance up to the Intermediate Objective,
which was reached on schedule, and all Battalions pushed out
for the Final Objective absolutely on time.

The programme laid down was carried out in its entirety
– Strong Points 5, 6 and 7 dug in, patrols and covering parties
pushed into La Folie Wood and the Final Objective dug in. (It
was traversed and wired, a good performance). Casualties now
began to increase – the R.C.R. loosing a good many and
capturing an active machine gun, the Germans essaying several
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counter-attacks on junction of R.C.R. and 4th. C.M.R. which
were repulsed by the R.C.R, and could be seen massing in
S.23.c. central. The artillery was called upon and dispersed
them.

A small counter-attack emerging from BROOK Trench
along STAUBWASSER WEG was repulsed by the P.P.C.L.I.
who had carried out their programme with great dash and
gallantry.

A machine gun opened from Hill 145, and began taking
heavy toll of the 42nd. Battalion, and others also suffered.
Sniping was also heavy from that direction. Major E.R. Pease,
42nd. Battalion, began forming a defensive flank and took
command of some 15 men of the Battalion on our left who had
gone over the hill, lost their officers and come back; also
blocked trenches leading to the left. Germans could be seen to
the left rear of the 42nd. Battalion. About 10.00 am Major S.C.
Norsworthy, M.C., 42nd. Battalion, feeling things were critical,
went up and took personal charge of the situation. I cannot
speak too highly of this officer’s courage and ability as
displayed upon this occasion. About this time I received a very
clear report from Captain H.M. Wellis, giving me valuable
information. Please also note his assistance to Major
Norsworthy in letter attached.

Major Norsworthy went with a patrol along BEGGAR
Trench and finding none of the 11th. Briga de, blocked the
trench, sent me word of the situation, and I placed a platoon of
the 49th. Battalion at his disposal, which he placed along
BLUNT Trench, refusing his left flank.

By 1.00 pm all Strong Points were completed, Nos 5 and
6 were wired, but No.7 could not be wired until nightfall,
because of heavy machine gun fire and sniping from Hill 145.
The Final Objective had been well dug in and wired by 9.00 am.
From ARTILLERIE WEG to the right the line was not
continuous, but two posts were dug in. Left post of the 8th.
Brigade was well dug in 150 yards to the right of our right post.
The C.M.R. left Strong Point was a continuation of our S.P.5
and connection was very good. The left flank was a source of
anxiety, and the G.O.C., 3rd. Canadian Division placed the 58th.
Battalion, (9th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.) at my disposal, with the
injunction not to use it unless absolutely necessary.

Owing to the losses of the R.C.R. and the constant report
of threatened attacks against them and the 4th. C.M.R. Battalion,
I re-inforced them with one platoon of the 58th. Battalion.
Hearing positively that the 11th. Brigade were not in touch with
my left flank, I decided to form a defensive flank right back,
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pivotting on LONGFELLOW Crater, on which the Divisional
Machine Gun Officer placed two machine guns, and another at
S.c.22.6.9. At 9.15 pm a company of the 58th. Battalion dug
across from BLURT and FAMINE Trench, thus giving a
communication trench as well as forming a defensive flank.

Late at night as the 11th. Brigade connected up with
BEGGAR Trench, I withdrew the company of the 58th.
Battalion to the dugouts in the P. Line and LASALLE Trench.

Prisoners continued to come in, many unfortunately
being taken to the 2nd. Canadian Divisional cage near LA
TARGETTE, but some five hundred are estimated to have been
brought back by our moppers-up.

Captain H.M. Wallis, Lieut. M.L. Maitland and
Signallers established Brigade Advanced Report Centre near
junction of STAUBWASSER WEG and FAMINE Trench at
7.00 am, 9th. April.

My information was at all times good, Captain H.M.
Wallis going from end to end of the line and keeping me
informed, besides information received direct from Battalions –
Lieut-Col. C.E. Hill, D.S.O., going forward to the R.C.R., also
Majors A.E. Willoughby and C.R.E. Willets, who finally
remained in command, and Major R.S. MacDougall, P.P.C.L.I.

There was a cross machine gun fire from direction of
PETIT VIMY and much sniping from vantage points on both
flanks. Our patrols were held up as they tried pushing down the
Hill by machine gun cross fire and sniping, and by the snipers in
the Wood at S.23.central, being at that time strongly held, also
BRACKEN Trench with strong block out in STAUBWASSER
and ARTILLERIE WEGS, and BROOK Trench was well
manned.

Observations.

Supplies, tools, We attacked as laid down, and carried the tools therein
Etc. arranged for. There was, however, a tendency owing to the

very heavy going, to ditch tools and loads, and we had some
difficulty in retrieving these afterwards, but thanks to the
splendid work done by the 49th. Battalion, who acted as
moppers-up, stretcher bearers and carriers, and later to the 58th.
Battalion (9th. Cdn. Inf. Bde), and to the Battalion carriers
themselves, the line was at all times kept well supplied with
ammunition, etc, etc.

Value of previous Battalion found maps and aeroplane photographs of the
Observation and greatest value, and that they were amply repaid for studying
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Intelligence. them.

Trench Mortars. These were found to have done splendid work prior to
Heavy & Medium. the assault.

This is due to the energy and splendid work of Capt.
Campbell, R.A., (63rd. Divnl. Arty.) who worked unceasingly to
get in ammunition and at firing his mortars.

Stokes Mortars. Proved useful the day after the assault, but were not used
at the time.

Lewis Guns. Proved of great value and inflicted many casualties on
the enemy.

Machine Guns. Did good work but it is open to argument whether ought
ever to barrage directly over advancing troops without a factor
of safety of at least 400 yards. Oblique fire is recommended.

Enemy Machine Guns. Were fought bravely, but we captured ten, the R.C.R.
alone being responsible for five.

Communication. Was well kept, but was frequently cut, and runners were
used.

Formations. Seemed to have worked well, especially having the
moppers-up from another unit.

Rifle Grenades. Did not play an important part in the advance, the rifles
coming more into their own.

Narrative - The principal items of interest are – Our patrols were
After the Attack. held in every attempt to search BRACKEN Trench at the foot of

the Hill. The R.C.R. sent strong patrols which were invariably
involved in strong machine gun fire and heavy sniping. Two
platoons of the 49th. Battalion under Major P.S. Winser had to
withdraw with loss while attempting to force their way through
STAUBWASSER and ARTILLERIE WEGS to BRACKEN
Trench. The party encountered heavy machine gun fire and
sniping, and when withdrawing the Germans charged
overground but were driven back owing to the courage and
promptitude of Sgt. Wyndham, 49th. Battalion, who brought a
Lewis Gun to bear, inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy.
Withdrawing our posts, the Heavy Artillery bombarded the
trench. We tried again with two platoons of the 58th. Battalion
under Lieut. Dashwood. They forced their way to BROOK
Trench but were unable to hold on at that spot and withdrew
further back and blocked. We pressed again and during the night
the 49th. Battalion did good work in establishing a post on a
knoll at S.23.a.0.4., and digging a 4 foot trench out to it. On the
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morning of 12th. April, at 6.05 am we withdrew all our blocks
and front line posts and bombarded heavily, and that day
succeeded in reaching and holding the foot of the Hill.

Brigadier-General,
15.4.17. Cmmdg., 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

_______________________________________________
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-------------------------------
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7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER No.70. Copy No.31.

Ref: Vimy Roclincourt.
1/10,000.

1. General On Z day the Canadian Corps will undertake the capture of VIMY
Intention. RIDGE from COMMANDANT’S HOUSE (B.7d) to KENNEDY

Crater (S. 9.c.1.2.) in conjunction with operations of the XVII Corps.



75

2. Task. (a) The 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will attack and capture a
portion of the VIMY RIDGE.

(b) After reaching the Final Objective, the Brigade will push patrols
forward towards BOIS DU CHAMP POURRI (S.23.b.) to ascertain
whether the defences of these localities are occupied. The protective
barrages will be lifted to enable this to be done.

(c) The 8th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will attack simultaneously on
our right and the 11th. Canadian Infantry Brigade (4th. Canadian
Division) on our left.

(d) After reaching the final objective, the 8th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade will push patrols forward to PETIT VIMY and VIMY.

3. Time. Zero hour will be communicated separately to all concerned.

4. Boundaries. In accordance with 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Secret Map “A”,
issued under 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade B.M.R. 518, 10th March
1917.

5. Objectives : Successive objectives have been allotted to the Brigade as follows:-

(a) Intermediate Objective (Black Line.)
Junction of SWISCHEN STELLUNG and ARTILLERIE WEG

(S.28.b.6½.7.) exclusive, thence along ARTILLERIE WEG to
FEATHER Trench, thence along FEATHER Trench, FAMINE Trench
and BEGGAR Trench to Northern Brigade boundary at S.22.b.0.1½.

(b) Final Objective (Red Line).
The General Line in LA FOLIE WOOD from S.23.c.9½.0. to

S.22.b.7.3½. including BRITT Trench. This line to be dug in and
consolidated with strong points (Minimum garrison 20 men each)
constructed at the following approximate locations:

S.23.c.7.2¾. - CROSS TRACKS
S.23.c.4½.4½. - Jct. Of ARTILLERIE WEG and

BRITT Trench.
S.23.c.3½.6. - Jct. Of STAUBWASSER WEG and

BRITT Trench.
S.23.c.1.8. -
S.22.b.9.0. - To enfilade track.
S.22.b.7.3. - To cover North side of Re-entrant

in S.22.b. and S.23.a.

6. Intention. The Brigade will attack from the Observation Line with three
Assaulting Battalions in Line (R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I. 42nd. Battalion R.H.C., from
Troops. Right to Left respectively) each attacking on a two-company front.
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The 49th. Battalion E.R. (less two companies employed as
moppers-up and Stokes gun ammunition carriers) will be in Brigade
Reserve in the Machine Gun Fort and GRANGE Subway.

7. Frontages 1. Frontages allotted to Battalions in Objectives are as follows (See
Allotted to Secret Map “A”):
Battalions in
Objectives & (a) On Intermediate Objective (Black Line).
Bn. Headquarters.

R.C.R. - From S.28.b.6½.7. to
S.22.d.7¾.2.

P.P.C.L.I. - From S.22.d.7¾.2. to
S.22.d.3½.5½. Jct. of BLUE
Trench and BEGGAR Trench
(EXCLUSIVE).

42nd. Bn. R.H.C. - From S.22.d.3½.5½. Jct. of
BLUE Trench and BEGGAR Trench
(INCLUSIVE) to S.22.b.0.1½.

(b) On Final Objective (Red Line).

R.C.R. - From S.23.c.9½.0. to Jct. of
ARTILLERIE WEG and BRITT Trench
(S.23.c.4½.4½.) inclusive,
thence along BRITT Trench to
S.23.c.4.5. with strong points at
S.23.c.7.2¾. and S.23.c. 4½.4½.
(ECOLE COMMUNE inclusive to the
R.C.R.)

P.P.C.L.I. - BRITT Trench from S.23.c.4.5. to
its junction with STAUBWASSER WEG
(S.23.c.3½.6.) inclusive thence
to S.22.d.9½.9½. with strong
points at S.23.c.3½.6. and
S.23.c.1.8.

42nd. Bn. R.H.C. - From S.22.d.9½.9½. to S.22.b.
7.3½. with strong points at
S.22.b.9.0. and S.22.b.7.3.

7. Frontages Allotted 2. Battalion Headquarters will be as follows:-
to Battalions in
Objectives & Bn.

Headquarters. R.C.R. - S.27.b.72.88
( In PS Line adjoining GRANGE
Subway).
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P.P.C.L.I. - S.27.b.93.96
(In GRANGE Subway).

42nd. Bn., R.H.C. - S.27.b.93.96
(In GRANGE Subway).

49th. Bn., E.R. - S.27.a.97.33.
(In Machine Gun Fort).

8. Patrols To BOIS
DU CHAPM POURRI. Separate instructions will be issued

regarding the action of these patrols.

9. Strong Points. Strong Points (Minimum garrison 50
men each) will be constructed in rear of the
Final Objective by Battalions at the following
approximate locations:-

R.C.R. - S.P.5, S.23.c.2.1. (In ARTILLERIE WEG)
P.P.C.L.I. - S.P.6, S.22.d.8½.5. (STAUBWASSER WEG)
42nd Bn. - S.P.7, S.22.b.4½.0. (In BLUE Trench).

These strong points will be constructed simultaneously with the
consolidation of the Final Objective.

10. Artillery Barrage &

Infantry Action. At zero hour the intense shrapnel barrage will open on the
Ref. Artillery enemy’s front line system a short distance East of his crater posts
Barrage Map. and continue for three minutes. Small parties from the leading

companies will push forward into the craters and enemy crater posts,
if the barrage permits.

At plus three the barrage will move forward in accordance with
artillery barrage time table previously issued until at plus 35 it is 150
yards beyond the Intermediate Objective. The Assaulting Troops will
follow it up closely to the Intermediate Objective which will be
mopped-up and consolidated by the Companies detailed for this work.
Parties will be pushed out in front and up communication trenches close
under the barrage to protect the consolidation parties. The barrage will
remain 150 yards beyond the Intermediate Objective for 40 minutes
during which time troops detailed to capture the Final Objective will
form up in rear of the Intermediate Objective.

A short time before plus 75 the troops detailed to take the Final
Objective will creep forward and form up close under the barrage in
front of the Intermediate Objective, to assault the Final Objective.

At plus 75 the barrage will move forward in accordance with the
Artillery barrage time table until at plus 95 it finally stops 300 yards
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beyond the Final Objective. The assaulting troops will follow the
barrage closely, mopping-up as they go, special attention being given to
the ECOLE COMMUNE.

Battalions will detail part of the Companies proceeding beyond
the Intermediate Objective to provide covering parties and to construct
the strong points in LA FOLIE WOOD. The remainder of these
companies will mop-up consolidate and garrison the next trench in rear
of and approximately parallel to the Final Objective.

The actual advance into LA FOLIE WOOD will be preceded by
scouts and covering parties who will be specially detailed for this work.

The barrage will ultimately lift to enable patrols to be pushed
forward in accordance with para. 2 (b) above.

11. Moppers-up. Six platoons and two sections of the 49th Battalion, E.R.,
6 platoons & 2 will be detailed to Battalions as follows to act as moppers-up:-
Sections, 49th.
Bn., E.R. R.C.R. - 2 platoons.

P.P.C.L.I. - 2 Platoons.
42nd Bn., R.H.C. - 2 Platoons & 2 Secs.

Moppers-up will be under the orders of the Battalions to which
they are attached, and will accompany the attack. They will mop-up
all trenches an craters on the frontage of the Battalion to which they are
attached, up to, but not including, the Intermediate Objective (Black
Line).

Moppers-up will be assigned their tasks, exact trenches they are
responsible for and where they are to rendezvous eventually. After they
have completed their work, the moppers-up will be employed in
carrying out wounded (in accordance with Administrative Instructions)
and will then report back to the O.C. 49th Battalion E.R., at M. G.
FORT.

12. 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty. (a) Tw o guns of the 7th Canadian Trench Mortar Battery will
1 platoon & 2 be placed under the orders of each Assaulting Battalion to assist
Sections 49th Bn. in the advance ; remaining two guns will in Brigade Reserve
E.R., Stokes gun in the P Line near the head of GRANGE Subway.
carriers.

(b) Two sections of the 49th Battalion, E.R., will be placed
under the orders of each assaulting Battalion to carry Stokes gun
ammunition.

13. 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy. The eight Machine Guns of the 7th Canadian Machine
Gun Company allotted to Battalions will go forward from their
assembly positions to the Intermediate Objective as soon as the
favourable opportunity presents itself, under orders of the O’s.
C. Battalions.
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The four guns of the 7th Canadian M.G. Coy. allotted as
a Brigade Reserve, and which will have been engaged in holding
our front line system and indirect firing, will move forward to
the Intermediate Objective after the Final Objective has been
secured, under orders of the O.C. 7th Can. M.G. Company.

On these four guns relieving the first eight guns in the
Intermediate Objective, these first guns will move forward by
orders of the O’s.C. Battalions to positions in or near Strong
Points 5, 6 and 7.

The final dis ribution of the Machine Guns will be:-

R.C.R. - 2 guns, S.P. 5.
P.P.C.L.I. - 2 guns, S.P. 6.
42nd Bn. R.H.C. - 2 guns, S.P. 7 and

2 gun,s S.22.b.15.10.
Bde. Reserve - 2 guns, Intermediate Objective.

14. Engineers. One Officer and four N.C.Os. or sappers of the 7th Field
Company will accompany each Assaulting attalion and assist in
the siting and construction of Strong Points 5, 6 and 7.

15. S.O.S. Signal. The S.O.S. signal will be RED, either Rockets or Very
lights. As many as possible fired in quick succession.

16. Distinguishing
Flags. When objectives are reached, the Divisional

distinguishing flags will be waved NOT stuck in the ground.
Flags will be carried as follows:-

3rd Canadian Division - BLACK & RED.
4th Canadian Division - RED.

17. Smoke Barrage. No. 4 Special Company, R.E., will arrange for a smoke
barrage from 4" Stokes Mortars to cover the BLACK Line from
0 to plus 15, provided the wind is then between North West and
South West.

The decision as to the employment of smoke will rest
with the Officer in charge of the 4" Stokes.

18. Contact Contact aeroplanes will fly at the following times:-
Patrols.

(a) Zero plus 50 minutes.
(b) Zero plus two hours.

Details as to Contact Aeroplane Work have been issued , (See
7th. Canadian Inf. Bde. B.M.S.1263, 4.4.17).

19. Administrative Administrative instructions have been issued separately
Instructions. by Staff Captain “A & Q” to all concerned.
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20. Liaison. Liaison Officers and N.C.O’s will be exchanged in
accordance with instructions previously issued.

21. Reports. Reports will be sent direct to the 7th. Can. Inf. Brigade
Hqrs. in Machine Gun Fort (S.27.a.97.33.). When Battalion
Hqrs. move forward reports will be sent to Brigade Advanced
Report Centre at S.22.d.3.5. (approx.) which will be marked by a
blue and white Signal flag. In the event of Battalions not being
able to locate this Brigade Advanced Report Centre, reports will
be sent to Brigade Rear Report Centre at East end of GRANGE
Subway.

22. Time. Brigade time will be sent out by runner at 4 pm. and 11
pm. daily.

23. A Acknowledge.

A.O. Meredith
Major,

A/Brigade Major,
Issued through Signals at 2.30 pm. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Copy No. to:-
Nos 1, 2, 3, – 3rd. Canadian Division. 26 – 7th. Field Coy, C.E.

4 – R.C.R. 27 – 63rd. Divnl. Artillery.
5 – P.P.C.L.I. 28 – D.T.M.O., 63rd. Div.
6 – 42nd. Battalion. Artillery.
7 – 49th. Battalion. 29 – 172nd. Tunnelling Coy,
8 – 7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy. R.E.
9 – 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty.

10 – Rear Bde. Hqrs.
11 – Bde. Signal Officer.
12 – Bde. Bombing Officer.
13 – O.C., No.4 Spl. Co, R.E.
14 – 8th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
15 – 9th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
16 – 11th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.

17–19 – War Diary.
20–25 - Office.

____________________________________________

SECRET.

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS
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Issued in connection with 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade

Outline Scheme for Attack and Capture of VIMY RIDGE.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reference Map 1/10,000 April 3rd. 1917.
VIMY Edition 8.A

1. DUMPS.

Divisional Ammunition Dumps will be at F.9.d.7.3., Sheet 36.B.
Brigade Dump in GRANGE Subway.
R.E. Dumps for Engineer Tools & Stores will be at BLACKHEATH

and BRIMINGHAM.
Previous to the Attack, forward dumps will be established by each

assaulting Battalion in its front line, under the direction of the Brigade
Bombing Officer.

Those Dumps will contain Mills Grenades, S.A.A., Water, Flares, R.E.
Material, and Stokes Trench Mortar Ammunition.

During the hours of darkness after the attack an overland track for pack
animals will be constructed to a point at S.22.d.1.3. at which place will be
established a Brigade Dump for Ammunition Supplies and R.E. Stores.

2. CARRYING PARTIES.

Carrying parties of 25 men will be detailed by each assaulting Battalion
to carry Mills Grenades and establish Dumps in the Intermediate Objective.
These carriers may either follow the last wave of each Battalion as one party or
be distributed amongst the Companies at the discretion of Commanding
Officers.

3. SALVAGE.

Battalions will be responsible for the collection of abandoned arms,
munitions, equipment, etc, from Battalion Headqrs. forward.

Each Battalion will establish a Dump at a convenient place adjacent to
Corps Light Tram Lines and convenient to Communication Trenches.

Carrying parties must not return empty-handed. Salvage must be
brought back and deposited at the Dumps. Order of importance of Salvage as
follows:-

1. Arms.
2. Machine Gun Belts, Magazines etc.
3. Equipment.

4. RESERVE RATIONS & WATER.
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Supplies of Reserve Rations and water will be assembled and
maintained at the Brigade Dump in GRANGE Subway. Every effort must be
made to return empty petrol tins to that place.

5. MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS. REGIMENTAL AID POSTS.

(a) At S.27.a.6.10. corner of LA SALLE and QUARRIES Road. This dugout
will receive wounded from the extreme left which are brought out by way of
LA SALLE Trench.
(b) At MACHINE GUN FORT. This Regimental Aid Post will get most of the
Stretcher Cases in view of its central location. These cases will be carried from
the extreme left by the P.S. Line to GRANGE Avenue, and thence out via
CROSS Street. The extension of BIRKEN [BIRKIN] Trench westward to
CROSS Street will also be used.
Intermediate. Not in 7th. Brigade Area but can be used.
(c) S.27.d.3.2. Junction BAY Street and BEGG. This Regimental Aid Post
will receive wounded that come down COMMONS Trench and VERNON, and
also down the GIVENCHY Road.

SUPPORT R.A.P. S.27.a.7.4. QUARRIES Road.

ADVANCED DRESSING STATIONS.

1. PONT STREET – Two Dugouts at corner of PONT STREET Trench and
the ARRAS-BETHUNE Road.
2. NEUVILLE ST. VAAST. – A.8.b.5.9.

EVACUATION OF WOUNDED.

As far as possible wounded from (a) and (b) Regimental Aid Posts will
be conveyed to the Advanced Dressing Station at NEUVILLE ST. VAAST by
trucks on the tramline, otherwise they will be carried across the PONT
STREET Trench and the ARRAS-BETHUNE Road to PONT Street Advance
Dressing Station. A relay Post will probably be established near the corner of
PYLONES and PONT Street Trench.

Wounded from (c) Regimental Aid Post will be carried along the
QUARRIES Road and from there evacuated in the same way as (a) and (b)
posts.

Walking wounded will proceed to Advance Dressing Station at PONT
Street, and will be directed to the Collecting Posts further back both by signs
and point men. From these posts they will be loaded into lorries and
transported to the Main Dressing Station at VILLERS AU BOIS.

6. TRAFFIC CONTROL & POLICING COMMUNICATION TRENCHES.

Traffic Control in GRANGE Subway and policing of Communication
Trenches will be under the direction of Major H.C. Walkem, 42nd. Canadian
Battalion.
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Police Posts for regulating traffic in Communication Trenches will be
established at the following points:-

S.27.a.6.9½. (42nd. Battalion.)
S.26.b.6.3. (49th. Battalion.)
S.27.a.8.3. (R.C.R.)
S.28.a.1.4. (R.C.R.)
S.27.a.9.5½. (P.P.C.L.I.)

Personnel consisting of 1 N.C.O. and 2 men for each post will be
detailed by the Units designated above.

7. COMMUNICATION TRENCHES & SUBWAY.

IN TRENCHES. – GRANGE Subway from WEDD Street to Front.
SOMBART South of Subway and BIRKIN.
PONT Street, East of S.27.a.5.2. CROSS & BIRKIN
between CROSS Street & SOMBART.

OUT TRENCHES. – LA SALLE.
GRANGE Communication Trench, CROSS Street &
FRANCE Street West of CROSS Street.

IN and OUT - PONT Street form rear to junction with GOODMAN,
TRENCHES. S.27.a.5.2.

WEDD Street between SUBWAY and FRANCE Street.

8. BATTLE STOPS.

(a) Battle Stragglers Posts will be established at the following points:-

F.10.b.1.1. )
F.5.c.0.5. ) Sheet 51.c.N.E.
F.4.b.5.4. )

(b) Each of these Posts will consist of 2 M.M.Ps and 5 Privates. The latter will
be detailed by the Brigade in Reserve.

(c) Stragglers Collecting Post will be at F.4.c.0.4.

9. PRISONERS OF WAR.

Divisional Cage at F.4.c.0.4. at which Prisoners of War will be handed
over.

Wounded Prisoners will be sent to the Dressing Station.

10. TROPHIES.

Wounded men and others returning from the trenches are forbidden to
bring back trophies if they are unable to carry their own arms and equipment as
well. All such trophies will be taken away at the Police Posts.
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It should be a point of honour with wounded men to return with their
arms and equipment unless too severely wounded. Arms can be left at Dressing
Station.

11. TRANSPORT.

Captain G. LeR. Hudson, 49th. Canadian Battalion will act as Brigade
Transport Officer during the Operations.

12. IRON RATIONS.

All Units will inspect Iron Rations and ensure that every man is
properly provided.

Extra emergency rations to be carried on the men will be issued. Units
will be notified when these can be drawn.

13. HOT DRINKS.

Kitchens will be established and maintained in the vicinity of
MACHINE GUN FORT and of ORANGE SUBWAY, at which hot drinks will
be served throughout the Operations to wounded men, stretcher bearers,
runners, etc.

There will also be a Depot near Junction ARRAS-BETHUNE Road and
PONT STREET.

14. STORAGE OF PACKS.

Packs will not be carried into the attack. They will be stored at the
Transport Lines under arrangements to be made by each Unit.

15. WATER.

All attacking troops must advance with full water bottles. On no
account must water obtained from any source in the captured ground be used
for drinking purposes as the Germans are poisoning the water supplies they
leave behind. Field Tests will be made by the M.Os. and notices posted at
water supplies. No water must be drunk until chlorinated.

16. ORDNANCE SERVICES.

It should be possible for Units to anticipate to a certain extent their
requirements. In any case, indents on the D.A.D.O.S. should be made with the
least possible delay.

17. BURIAL OF DEAD.

Instructions regarding Burial of Dead are being issued to all Units.
These should be carefully studied.

18. APPENDIX.
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Appendix regarding Prisoners of War is attached.

19. ACKNOWLEDGE.

[Signed] P.E. Colman,
Captain,

Staff Captain,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

_________________________________________________

APPENDIX “A”.

PRISONERS OF WAR, ARMS, DOCUMENTS, ETC.

(a) ARMS & EQUIPMENT.

All Arms and Equipment captured from the enemy are the property of the Government
and should be turned in to the nearest Ordnance Depot for transmission to the Base.

(b) DOCUMENTS.

Prisoners should be given no opportunity to destroy or throw away documents in their
possession at time of capture. In case of Officer Prisoners all their papers and correspondence
will be placed in sandbags as soon as possible after capture. This bag will be sent to Corps
Cage with the Prisoner. In the case of O.R. Prisoners will retain their personal effects which
will be dealt with at the Corps Cage. Documents will be collected from dugouts and dead if
possible, and will be placed in sandbags. Labels indicating the approximate locality in which
the documents were found will be attached. These sandbags will be forwarded to the Corps
Cage with the least possible delay.
Documents will be collected from dugouts and dead if possible, and will be placed in
sandbags. Labels indicating the approximate locality in which the documents were found will
be attached. These sandbags will be forwarded to the Corps Cage with the least possible
delay.

(c) WOUNDED PRISONERS OF WAR.

Will be treated in every way similarly to our own wounded. All wounded will be
searched by Field Ambulance and all papers, documents, and maps forwarded to Corps
Intelligence as soon as possible.

(d) IDENTITY DISCS.

These will never be taken from the living. All identity discs taken from the dead will
be dealt with in the same way as documents taken from the dead.
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(e) PERSONAL EFFECTS.

Prisoners are allowed to retain their personal effects & decorations.

(f) INTERROGATION.
Any interrogation of, or conversation with, prisoners by Officers or other ranks not

belonging to the Intelligence, is forbidden. Intelligence Officers, who are instructed by the
Corps or by a Division to interrogate prisoners, will be provided with a pass to that effect.

(g) OFFICER Prisoners will be kept apart from the rank and file.

(h) BATCHES OF PRISONERS.- The most convenient number to handle as one batch is 100
to 150. The escort should consist of about 15%. Such parties should, if possible, be in charge
of an Officer. It has been found that the habit of utilising the services of a prisoner Officer or
N.C.O. to give the necessary orders is a help towards mobility.

(i) RECEIPTS.

Escorts should always take receipts for the number of prisoners and documents (if
any) handed over. The receipts should be in general terms, e.g., “52 prisoners of war and 3
bags of documents.”

(j) COLLECTING STATIONS.

The Divisional Cage is located F.4.c.0.4. sheet 51.C.N.E. Prisoners will be escorted by
Battalions to S.25.a.9.2. Sheet 36.C. (Junction of the BETHUNE and PLANK Roads), where
they will be taken over by a representative of the A.P.M. The A.P.M. will be situated at the
Divisional Cage.

----------------------------------------

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

OUTLINE SCHEME FOR ATTACK AND CAPTURE OF VIMY RIDGE.

Ref. Map: VIMY 1/10,000
Edition??

1. Boundaries. As shown on 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Secret Map
“A” 10.3.17.

(a) Brigade Boundry:
(i) South Boundary:

VERNON SAP (exclusive) – thence to road
Junction in S.27.b.4½.0. – thence to junction
of GOODMAN with QUARRIES in S.27.c.7.6½. (exclusive)
- thence South West to Western boundary of
Forward area S.27.c.0.5.
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(ii) North Boundary:
From junction LA SALLE AVENUE and front
line at S.21.d.7.5. – LA SALLE AVENUE (inclusive)
to QUARRIES road at S.21.c.6½.0. – thence a line
to PYLONES at S.26.b.4.7. to BETHUNE Road at
S.25.b.8.3.

2. Plan of Attack. The Brigade will attach with three
Battalions in Line (R.C.R., P.P.C.L.I., 42nd. Bn., Royal
Highlanders of Canada, from Right to Left respectively).
The 49th. Battalion, E.R., less two companies (employed
as moppers-up and Stokes gun ammunition carriers) will
Be in Brigade Reserve.

3. Objectives. (a) Intermediate Objective (Black Line).
Junction of SWISCHEN STELLUNG and ARTILLERIE

WEG (S.28.b.6½.7.) exclusive thence along ARTILLERIE
WEG to FEATHER Trench, thence along FEATHER Trench,
FAMINE Trench and BEGGAR Trench to Northern Brigade
Boundary at S.22.b.0.1½.

(b) Final Objective (Red Line).
The general line in LA FOLIE WOOD from S.23.c.9½.0. to

S.22.b.7.3½. including BRITT Trench. This line to be dug in
and consolidated with Strong Points minimum garrison 20 men
each at the following approximate locations:

S.23.c.7.2¾. (Cross Tracks).
S.23.c.4½.4½. (Jct ARTILLERIE WEG & BRITT Trench.
S.23.c.3½.6. (Jct STAUBWASSER WEG & BRITT Trench
S.23.c.1.8.
S.22.b.9.0. ( To enfilade track).
S.22.b.7.3. ( To cover North side of re-entrant in S.22.b.

And S.23.a.).

4. Strong Points. Three Strong Points (minimum garrison 50 men and two
machine guns each) will be constructed in rear of the Final
Objective at the following approximate locations:

S.P.5. S.23.c.2.1. In ARTILLERIE WEG.
S.P.6. S.22.d.8½.5 In STAUBWASSER WEG.
S.P.7. S.22.b.4.0. In BLUE Trench.

5. Frontages allotted
to Bns. In Frontages allotted to Battalions in Objectives are as
Objectives. follows (See Map “A”).

(a) On Intermediate Objective (Black Line).

R.C.R. - From S.28.b.6½.7. to S.22.d.7¾.2.
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P.P.C.L.I. - From S.22.d.7¾.2. to S.22.d.3½.5½.
Jct of BLUE Trench and BEGGAR
Trench (exclusive).

42nd Bn. R.H.C. – From S.22.d.3½.5½. to Jct of BLUE
Trench and BEGGAR Trench
inclusive to S.22.b.?.1½.

(b) Final Objective (Red Line).

R.C.R. - From S.23.c.9½.0. to Jct of
ARTILLERIE WEG & BRITT
Trench. S.23.c.4½.4½.inclusive –
thence along BRITT Trench to
S.23.c.4.5. with strong points at
S.23.c.7.2¾. and S.23.c.4½.4½.

P.P.C.L.I. - BRITT Trench from S.23.c.4.5. to
its Junction with STAUBWASSER
WEG (S.23.c.3½.6.) inclusive –
thence to S.22.d.9.9½. with strong
points at S.23.c.3½.6. and
S.23.c.1.8.

42nd Bn.,R.H.C - From S.22.d.9½.9½. to S.22.b.7.3½.
with strong points at S.22.b.9.0. and
S.22.b.7.3.

(c) Strong Points:
Strong Points in rear of the Final Objective will be
constructed as follows:-

R.C.R. - S.P. 5.
P.P.C.L.I. - S.P. 6.
42nd Bn., R.H.C. - S.P. 7.

6. Battle
Headquarters. (a) 7th Canadian Inf. Bde.

Bde. Hqrs. - M.G. FORT S.27.a.9½.3.

Bde. Report Centre - Head of GRANGE Subway.

R.C.R. - In P.S. Line near GRANGE
Subway.

P.P.C.L.I. - GRANGE Subway.

42nd Bn., R.H.C. - GRANGE Subway.

49th Bn., E.R. - M.G. FORT S.27.a.9½.3.
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(b) 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. (On Right).
Bde. Hqrs. - ROSS Street, S.27.d.6.4.

4th C.M.R. Bn. - GOODMAN Tunnel S.27.d.8.7.
On Right R.C.R.

(c) 11th Canadian Inf. Bde. (On Left).

Bde. Hqrs. - TOTTENHAM Tunnel.

54th Bn. )
102nd Bn.) - Head of CAVELIER Tunnel.

On Left 42nd Bn.

7. Policy of Work. The following is policy of work in the maintenance
of the defences and preparation for the offense:-

(i) Fire Trenches:
(a) Maintain the Strong Points in the resistance line and
keep open for communication purposes the remainder
the resistance line.
(b) Jumping-off Trenches:

The Observation Line and Retrenchment Line to be
cleaned out and reclaimed as jumping off trenches.
In addition, it will be necessary to dig new trenches
on some parts of the front, more specially the Battle
front of the 42nd Battalion, R.H.C.

(c) Open up support line on whole Brigade front.

(ii) Communication Trenches:

(a) Maintain the saps from the Resistance Line to the
Observation Line.

(b) Maintain the following communication trenches:-
LA SALLE
GRANGE
BIRKIN

(c) Open up WEDD Street. This trench is marked out on
the ground.

(d) Open up SOMBARD South of GRANGE Subway.
(e) Open up trench along GIVENCHY Road from

GRANGE Subway to Resistance Line.
(f) Improve PONT STREET between EMPIRE

REDOUBT and QUARRIES.
(g) Open up FRANCE Street from SOMBART to CROSS

Street and improve it from QUARRIES to Junction
with PONT Street S.27.a.3.2.

(ii) Communication Trenches.
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(h) Provide passing places in trenches which are to be used
for both IN and OUT Communication, i.e.,
(1) PONT Street between BETHUNE Road and junction

with GOODMAN at S.27.a.5.2.
(2) WEDD-Street from end of GRANGE Subway to PONT

Street.

(i) Clean out PONT Street from Corps Line to BETHUNE
Road.

(iii) Dugouts.

Complete Brigadeand Battalion Headquarters in Machine
Gun Fort and 42nd. Battalion R.H.C. Headquarters at head of
GRANGE Subway.

(vi) Subways.
Complete GRANGE Subway including the 12 Medium and
1 Heavy Trench Mortar Emplacements branching off it, and
railway spurs.

(v) Trench Mortar Emplacement.
Complete Heavy Trench Mortar Emplacements and
Medium Trench Mortar Emplacements now under
construction or required by the Divisional Artillery (see
para (iv)).

(vi) Regimental Aid Posts.
Complete Regimental Aid Posts in Brigade Area.

(vii) Tramways.
Maintain existing 40 cm. line in GRANGE Subway.

(viii) Water.
Maintain Water Supply.

(ix) Observation Posts.
Construct Brigade and Battalion O.Ps.

8.
Scheme of
Signal Communic- NOTE: See appendix for Station Calls and location of same.
ation.

Before the attack.
Brigade will have a Speaking Circuit and a Fullerphone

Circuit to each Battalion (A, B and C), a line to Report Centre at
end of Tunnel (T.S) and a Speaking and Fullerphone Circuit to
Brigades on right and left and Division.

Brigade O.P. on WEDD Street and LONGFELLOW
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Crater will have a line to Brigade Exchange.
All the foregoing communication is by buried cable.
A Wireless Set will be working from Briga de to

Division.

After Zero Hour
When Intermediate Objective is reached, the Brigade

Signal Officer, 6 men with Power Buzzer, and 4 Runners will go
forward with Staff Captain “I” to locate Advance Report Centre
(R.C.) at approximately S.22.d.3.5. A white and blue signal flag
will put up here to guide runners. Companies may send reports
to this point if their communication to Battalion Headquarters is
out. They will be sent back by Power Buzzer to T.S.

Two of the 4 runners will then report back to T.S.
(Green flags will be placed in GRANGE and LONGFELLOW
Craters to guide runners to T.S.) and guide party for Advance
Report Centre to R.C.

Power buzzer will be used until such time as the cable is
laid, and when the cable is cut.

Battalion Signallers will move forward after the 3rd
wave, laying wire as they go, to the previously selected Report
Centres, which will be approximately as follows:-

R.C.R. - S.22.d.75.20.
P.P.C.L.I. - S.22.d.4.5.
42nd. Battalion. - S.22.d.3.7.

X X X X X X X X

When Battalion Headquarters move forward to take up
Advance Headquarters, their Reports should be sent to Advance
Brigade Report Centre (R.C.) until such time as telephonic
communication is established to them.

This will cut down the distance for runners, and it is
thought that constant communication can be kept up, from R.C.
to the rear, with the Power Buzzer and cable.

Two pigeons, or more if available, will be supplied to
each attacking Battalion to be used under their own
arrangements.

The 7th. Cdn. Machine Gun Company will lay lines from
their Section Headquarters, after they have reached their final
positions, to Advance Brigade Report Centre (R.C.). Their
reports will be sent to Machine Gun Company Headquarters by
Brigade Signals.

Battalion Signal Officers should arrange that their
runners know the locations of T.S and R.C.

Messages should be as brief as possible to allow all
messages to be sent back from R.C. promptly. Long messages
will delay other importantones.
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9. Assembly Areas &
allotment of trenches
for IN and OUT
Traffic. (a) Prior to the attack, assaulting troops will be assembled in

depth on their battle front. A Short time before dawn they will
move up to their jumping-off trenches.

(b) Communication Trenches for IN and OUT Traffic.

IN & OUT - PONT Street from Rear to junction with
GOODMAN S.27.a.5.2.

IN - GRANGE Subway from WEDD Street to
Front.

- SOMBART South of Subway to BIRKIN.
- PONT Street, east of S.27.a.5.2. CROSS &

FRANCE Streets between CROSS Street
SOMBART.

OUT - LASALLE.
- GRANGE Communication Trench, CROSS

Street and FRANCE Street West of CROSS
Street.

IN & OUT - WEDD Street between Subway and FRANCE
St.

10. Action of the During our next tour in the line, every effort will be
Brigade & Offen- made to harass the enemy and confuse him as to the day of
sive operations attack, and position of jumping-off trenches.
to be carried out
prior to the

attack. Each Battalion will carry out a raid, and, in addition,
dummy raids and attacks will be arranged and dummy trenches
dug to draw the enemy’s fire.

11. Number of Officers (i) Battalions. (a) On the day of the attack, not more than 20
N.C.Os and Spec- officers, excluding the Medical Officer, will
ialists to accompany go in with the Battalion.
assaulting troops. (b) All instructors and 25% of the Specialists will

be left out.
(c) All untrained men in excess of establishment
will be left out.

(ii) M.G. Coy. 25% of all ranks to be left out.
& T.M. Bty.

12. Moppers-up. Six platoons and two sections of the 49th. Bn. E.R. will
be detailed to Battalions as follows to act as Moppers-up:-

R.C.R. - 2 platoons.
P.P.C.L.I. - 2 platoons.
42nd. Bn. R.H.C. - 2 platoons & 2 sections.



93

Moppers-up will be under the orders of the Battalions to
which they are attached, and will accompany the attack. They
will mop-up all trenches and craters on the frontage of the
Battalion to which they are attached up to, but not including, the
Intermediate Objective (Black Line).

Moppers-up will be assigned their tasks, exact trenches
they are responsible for and where they are eventually to
rendezvous. After they have completed their work, the
moppers-up will be employed in carrying out wounded, and will
then report back to the O.C., 49th. Bn, E.R. Machine Gun Fort.

13. Artillery Plan,
including Preliminary As laid down by Divisional Headquarters.
Bombardment, wire cutt-
ing, barrages and
time-tables.

14. Action of 7th. Cdn.
M.G. Coy including
arrangements for As laid down by Divisional Headquarters.
Barrages, indirect
fire and time-tables.

1[5]. action of 7th. Cdn. (a) Two guns of the 7th. Cdn. Trench Mortar Battery will be
T.M. Bty and provision placed under the orders of each assaulting Battalion to assist in
of Ammunition Carriers. the advance; the remaining two guns will be in Brigade Reserve.

(b) Two sections of the 49th. Bn. E.R. will be placed under the
orders of each assaulting battalion to carry Stokes Gun
Ammunition. In addition, about 30 O.Rs of the Trench Mortar
Battery will be distributed amongst the R.C.R. and 42nd.
Battalion R.H.C. as carriers.

16. Proposed supply (a) To all Officers taking part in the Attack.
of Maps.

(i) 1 copy of Trench Map VIMY 8.A. scale 1/10,000
(36.C.S.W.3.) with latest information of enemy’s
defences marked thereon.
(ii) 2 copies of map disposition forms, scale 1/50,000
(hectograph print) showing all enemy trenches in
Brigade area of attack. These will also be issued to as
many N.C.Os as printing facilities permit. These forms
will be used for reporting, disposition of our own and
enemy’s troops, immediately on reaching an objective.
(iii) 1 complete set of small size aeroplane photographs
of German defences in Brigade area of attack.

(b) At Battalion H.Q. (Additional to (a)).
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(i) 1 copy of blueprint scale 1/1250 of Brigade area of
attack and flanks showing all German trenches.

(ii) 3 copies blueprint scale 1/2500 showing German
trenches and fortifications.

(iii) 1 copy of NEUVILLE ST. VAAST 1/5,000 Trench
Map showing enemy defences.

(iv) 10 copies of map disposition form.
(v) 1 complete set aeroplane photographs.

17. Liaison. The Brigade will send Liaison Officers with
runners to Brigades on flanks, and will have an Officer
from each of the Brigades on flanks at Headquarters.

Battalions on Brigade flanks will send an Officer
with runners to f ank [flank] Battalions of Brigades
attacking on flanks of 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Within the Brigade, Battalions will send an
N.C.O. with runners to Headquarters of Battalions on
flanks.

The duties of Liaison Officers and N.C.O’s
should be clearly understood by them, namely:
That each is there for the purpose of keeping his own
unit apprised of what the situation is on the front of the
Unit to which he is attached.

18. Scheme of
Preliminary
Consolidation. (a) Final Objective:

(i) Battalions will earmark in the a ttacking
companies scouts and covering parties
to cover the construction of the strong
points in the Final Objective, and thirty
men to construct each strong point. One
platoon and two sections per company
should be sufficient for this work, the
remaining one platoon and two sections
per company being employed in consoli-
dating, as an immediate support line, the
next trench in rear of and approximately
parallel to the Final Objective.

(ii) The Strong Points in the Final Objective
should be constructed for a minimum
garrison of twenty men each and will be
held by (on??? men who have built them.

(iii) Trenches in rear of the Final Objective
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which appear to be the best for supports
are:-

Trench running from S.29.a.6.9½.
To S.23.c.3½.2.
SCHLOSS WEG.
BRIDLE Trench.
BLUE Trench from S.P.7 to Brigade
Northern Boundary.

(iv) Wire: Battalions will arrange to have
twenty rolls barb wire (ten per company) or its
equivalent in French and barb wire, actually reach the
Final Objective, so that wiring can be commenced at
once. The Brigade wirers will be equally divided
between Assaulting Battalions to assist in this work.

(v) Lewis guns will be placed in accordance with
plans of O’s.C. Battalions. The O.C. 42nd
Battalion, R.H.C., however, should arrange, in
co-operation with the O.C. 34th Battalion to
bring heavy fire to bear on the sides of the
Valley in S.22.b. and S.23.a.

(b) Strong Points 5, 6 and 7.

Each Battalion will detail fifty men who will carry
up material for, construct and garrison the rear S.P.
on its front. These men will be detailed from the
companies taking the Intermediate Objective. They
will go forward and commence work under the
supervision of Engineers (see para “Engineers”
below) as soon as possible after the companies
detailed to take the Final Objective have jumped-off
from the Intermediate Objective.

Engineers:
One Officer and 4 N.C.Os. or sappers of the 7th
Field Coy. C.E. will accompany each assaulting
Battalion and will assist in the siting and construc-
tion of Strong Points 5, 6 and 7. In addition, each
Battalion will have a few N.C.O’s. or sappers in
reserve at Battalion Headquarters.

(c) Intermediate Objective:

BEGGAR and FAMINE Trenches will be cleaned
out as quickly as possible and a new trench dug
from S.22.d.9.1. to FICKLE Trench at S.23.c.½.o.
The line to be consolidated will be BEGGAR
Trench form Brigade Northern Boundary,
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FAMINE Trench, new trench to be dug from
S.22.d.9.1. to FICKLE Trench and thence along
FICKLE Trench to join up with 8th Canadian
Infantry Brigade at Brigade Southern Boundary.

_____________________________________________________

Appendix to Scheme of Communication
for 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

------------------------------------------------------------------

Unit. Station Call. Location.
___________________________________________________________________________

7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. H.Q. L.H. 11. Machine Gun Fort.

8th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. H.Q. L.G. 6. S.27.d.7.3.
(Bde. on right).

9th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. H.Q. L.H. 2. S.27.a.7.6.
(Reserve Bde.)

11th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. H.Q. A.A.2. In TOTTENHAM TUNNEL.
(Bde. on left). (After ZERO C.Z.K.)

W. Artillery Group. G.M.

H. Artillery Group. P.T.

R.C.R. H.Q. A. In P. Line to right of
GRANGE TUNNEL.

P.P.C.L.I. H.Q. B. In GRANGE TUNNEL.

42nd. Battalion H.Q. C. do.

49th. Battalion H.Q. D. Machine Gun Fort.

7th. Cdn. Machine Gun Coy. L.H.11.A. do.

Brigade Report Centre. T.S. Forward end of GRANGE
Tunnel.

Briga de Advance Report R.C. S.22.d.3.5. (approx.).
Centre.

----------------------------------------------------------

CASUALTIES – NOON 8th – NOON 14th APRIL 1917 – 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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OFFICERS KILLED.

______________________________________________________________________

RANK. NAME. UNIT. DATE. REMARKS.

Lieut. Churchill, A.S. R.C.R. 9th.
,, Beck, G.A. ,, ,,
,, Bole, L.F.G. ,, ,, Bde. Bomb Offr.
,, Blott, W.M. ,, ,, Missing believed

killed.
,, Rooks, L.G. ,, ,,

Lieut. Sladen, R.L. P.P.C.L.I. 9th.
,, Simmonds, R.H. ,, ,,

,, Wagern, A.F. ,, ,, Attached 7th.
Canadian T.M. Bty.

Lieut. Wattam, R.J. 42nd. Battalion 9th.
,, Small, D.F. ,, ,,

Lieut. Hilton, H.E. 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty. 9th. (42nd. Battalion).

----------------------------------

CASUALTIES – NOON 8th – NOON 14th APRIL 1917 – 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OFFICERS WOUNDED.
______________________________________________________________________

RANK. NAME. UNIT. DATE. REMARKS.

Capt. Munn, D.E. R.C.R. 9th.
Lieut. Davies, C.C. ,, ,,

,, Gray, F.J. ,, ,,
,, Barker, H.C. ,, ,,
,, Robinson, E.A. ,, ,,
,, Lewis, F.I. ,, ,,
,, Foster, F.L. ,, ,, At duty.

Capt. Pearson, A.G. P.P.C.L.I. 9th.
Lieut. Shouldice, F.L. ,, ,,

,, Carvosso, J.H. ,, ,,
,, Knapp, W.H. ,, ,,
,, Cloran, E.P. ,, ,,
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,, Plummer, S.B. ,, ,,
,, Lownsbrough, J.T. ,, ,, Returned to duty.
,, Forbes, D.S. ,, ,, Attached to 7th.

Canadian M.G. Coy.

Capt. Finley, E.B. 42nd. Battalion 9th.
Lieut. Shum, J.T.L. ,, ,,

,, Tinling, C.B. ,, ,,
,, Sheffield, G. ,, ,,
,, MacDonald, S. ,, ,,
,, Trout, H.B. ,, ,,
,, McIntyre, A.J. ,, 10th.
,, Ashby, G.S. ,, ,,

Major Lowery, J.R. 49th. Battalion 9th.
Capt. Hunt, G.D. ,, ,,
Lieut. Mercer, A.R. ,, ,,

,, Irwin, J.L. ,, 10th.
,, Patterson, G.E. ,, ,,
,, Van Petten, E.J. ,, 11th.
,, Louis, R.H. ,, 12th.

-----------------------------------

CASUALTIES – NOON 8th – NOON 14th APRIL 1917 – 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OTHER RANKS.

_____________________________________________________________________

UNIT. KILLED. WOUNDED. MISSING.

R.C.R. 50. 175. 70.

P.P.C.L.I. 54. 148. 10.

42nd. Battalion. 49. 154. 74.

49th. Battalion. 17. 75. 11.

7th. Cdn. Machine Gun Coy. 11. 15. 2.

_______________________________________

TOTALS. 181. 567. 167.
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_____________________________________________________________________

STATEMENT OF PRISONERS & WAR MATERIAL CAPTURED

by

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
-------------------------------------------------------------

Officers - 14, including 1 Divisional Staff
Officer and 1 Battalion
Commander.

Other Ranks - 450 (approx).

-----------------

Machine Guns - 14.

Heavy Trench Mortars - 1.

Light Trench Mortars - 8.

--------------------------------------
------------------

April 13th, 1917.

From. O.C.,
42nd, Battalion,

5th. Royal Highlanders of Canada.

To. G.O.C.,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

I should like to place on record the great assistance which was rendered
this Battalion during the recent operations at VIMY RIDGE by Staff Captain “I” H.
M. Wallis. The O.C., of our front line Company reports that Captain Wallis arrived at
our final objective only a few minutes after our troops; that he proceeded along his
line to the left and brought back the first news that the 34th. Battalion connecting up
with us were only a small detachment, and that heir main advance was held up. This
information prompted Major Pease to post two Machine Guns, which were afterwards
instrumental in frustrating an attempt by a considerable Hun party to advance round
our left.
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I may state that on arriving myself at BEGGAR STREET about 10.00
am, I found Captain Wallis already established there in a German dugout serving as
Brigade Report Centre. He had just completed a tour along the 7th. Brigade front and
was able to re-ensure me that conditions on our right were in every way satisfactory,
the Battalions being in line and in touch.

I may state that we have at all times found Captain Wallis extremely
well informed, and in close touch with all operations on our front, and a real help to
the Battalion.

Sgd. S.C. NORTHSWORTHY, Major,
Commanding 42nd. Battalion,

5th. Royal Highlanders of Canada.

___________________________________________________

April 15th, 1917.

From. Brigade Major,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

To. G.O.C.,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

----------------------------------------------------

Sir,

I have the honour to request that the following be placed on record with
regard to the late Lieut. L.F.G. BOLE, M.C., of the Royal Canadian Regiment.

Lieut. BOLE was the Brigade Bombing Officer, and was at all times
very efficient and keen in his work.
When a Battalion of the Brigade carried out a Raid he was always on the spot, saw
personally that everything necessary to the success of the raid was supplied, and often
went over with the Raiding Party himself. On many occasions he helped to bring in
wounded men under heavy fire.

On the 9th. April, 1917, during an attack on the VIMY RIDGE, Lieut.
BOLE arrived at the Final Objective a short time after the attacking troops and went
along the whole front under heavy machine gun and rifle fire in order to satisfy
himself that Battalions were well supplied with grenades. While in the front line he
personally opened fire on a German machine gun with a captured German machine
gun . While doing this he was shot through the head by a German sniper and killed.



101

The attached copy of a letter from the O.C., 42nd. Battalion, R.H.C., is
also forwarded.

Lieut. BOLE was a very gallant, efficient Officer and will be a great
loss to the Brigade. He was very well liked by all ranks.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

A.O. Meridith
Major,

A/Brigade Major,
15.4.17. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

____________________________________________

April 13th, 1917.

From. O.C.,
42nd. Battalion,

5th. Royal Highlanders of Canada.

To G.O.C.,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to place on record the services rendered to this Battalion by
Lieut. L.F.G. BOLE during the recent attack on Vimy Ridge. While making a tour of
the captured ground Lieut. Bole came across one of our Officers lying in a shell hole
with a compound fracture of the thigh. Lieut. Bole first dressed his wounds and then
reported his location to our advanced dressing station with the result that he was
carried out early in the afternoon of the same day. Our Medical Officer stated that
the dressing was so well done that he did not alter it in the slightest degree.

Sgd. S.C. NORTHSWORTHY, Major,
Commanding 42nd. Battalion,

5th. Royal Highlanders of Canada.

______________________________________________________

“E”
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SECRET.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. Copy No. …24..

OPERATION ORDER NO.83.

Ref: VIMY 1/10,000 .

1. In accordance with instructions received from the 3rd Canadian
Division, the G.O.C., 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will hand over command
of the front to the G.O.C., 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade at noon to-day, 12th
April.

2. The 49th Canadian Battalion is placed under command of the 9th
Canadian Infantry Brigade.

3. Separate instructions will be issued regarding relief of the 7th Canadian
Trench Mortar Battery.

4. Brigade Headquarters, Machine Gun Fort, and Brigade Advance Report
Centre will move to VILLERS AU BOIS on completion of hand-over.

5. ACKNOWLEDGE.

A.O. Meridith
Major,

A/Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at 9.00 a.m.
---

Copies to:-

1, 2, 3 – 3rd Canadian Division.
4 – R.C.R.
5 – P.P.C.L.I.
6 – 42nd Battalion.
7 – 49th Battalion.
8 – 43rd Battalion.
9 – 58th Battalion.

10 – 7th Can. M.G. Coy.
11 – 9th Can. M.G. Coy.
12 – 7th Can. T.M. Bty.
13 – D.M.G.O.
14 – 8th Can. Inf. Bde.
15 – 9th Can. Inf. Bde.
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16 – 11th Can. Inf. Bde.
17 – Bde. Signal Officer.
18 – Bde. Bomb Officer.
19 – 7th Field Coy. C.E.
20 – O.C. GRANGE Tunnel.
21 – Adv. Bde. Report Centre.
22 – Rear Bde. Hqrs.

23, 25 – War Diary.
26, 30 – Office.

____________________________________________

MESSAGES AND SIGNALS

TO { 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Sender’s Number. Day of Month. In reply to Number.

* G.999. 20th. AAA 65

Warning Order aaa The 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. will move to the vicinity of the Quarries Line to
be in position by 6.00 am 21st. inst where they will be in Corps Reserve ready to move at half
hours notice aaa Hqrs MACHINE GUN FORT aaa A & Q will allot accommodation aaa
Addsd 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. A & Q rpted all concerned. aaa ACKNOWLEDGE.

From 3rd. Canadian Division.
Place
Time 6.37 pm.

________________________________________________

MESSAGES AND SIGNALS

“F”
TO { R.C.R. 49th. Bn. 3rd. Cdn. Div. 9th. C.I.Bde

P.P.C.L.I. 7th. C.T.M.B. 8th. C.I.Bde.
42nd. Bn. 7th. C.M.G.C. Billeting Offr.

Forward Area.
Sender’s Number. Day of Month. In reply to Number.

* D.359. 20th. AAA 66

(1) The 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. Less the R.C.R. will move the vicinity of QUARRIES LINE
tonight, where they will be in Corps Reserve ready to move at half hours notice after 6.00 am,
21st. inst aaa (2) Battalions will move off from their billets as follows aaa 49th. Bn 12.01
am 21st. inst aaa 42nd Bn 12.30 am 21st. inst aaa P.P.C.L.I. 13.15 am 21st. inst aaa
Trench Mortar Battery to follow P.P.C.L.I. aaa (3) Route VILLERS AU BOIS – LAMOTTE
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FARM – PLANK ROAD aaa Billeting parties will be sent forward at once and will report to
Major Walkem, GRANGE SUBWAY, who will arrange accommodation aaa The 49th.
Battalion will be billeted in the most forward position aaa (5) Packs will not be carried aaa
(6) Brigade Headquarters MACHINE GUN FORT aaa C.Os or Seconds-in-Command with
Runners will be accommodated in the Machine Gun Fort and will report there by 4.00 am,
21st. inst aaa (7) ACKNOWLEDGE aaa Addsd P.P.C.L.I., 42nd. Bn, 49th Bn,. 7th. C.T.M.
Bty., rptd all concerned.

From 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
Place
Time 8.30 pm.

(Z)
Sgd. A.O. MERIDITH,

Major.

_________________________________________________

MESSAGES AND SIGNALS

TO { R.C.R. 49th. Bn. 3rd. Cdn. Div. 15th. Brigade.

P.P.C.L.I. 7th. C.M.G.C. 5th. C.I.B.

42nd. Bn. 7th. C.T.M.B. 8th. C.I.B.

Sender’s Number. Day of Month. In reply to Number.

* O.O. 84. 23rd. AAA 67

(1) The Brigade will relieve the 8th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. On the nights 23rd/24th April aaa (2)
Reliefs on night 23rd/24th April and 24 th/25th April aaa One Coy. P.P.C.L.I. will relieve
one Coy. 2nd. C.M.R. in T.19.b aaa One Coy. 49th. Battn. Will relieve half Coy. 2nd.
C.M.R. in S.18.b and T.13.a. aaa 42nd. Bn. will relieve 2 Coys. 1st. C.M.R. in VIMY, one
Coy. 2nd. C.M.R. in T.13.c and one half Coy. 2nd. C.M.R. in VIMY. aaa (3) Reliefs night
24th/25th April aaa 2 Coys. P.P.C.L.I. will relieve one and a half Cots. [Coys.] 4th. C.M.R.
in right sub-section front line aaa One Coy. P.P.C.L.I. will relieve one Coy. 2nd. C.M.R. in
right sub-section support line aaa Three Coys. 49th. Bn. will relieve two and a half Coys
4th. C.M.R. in left sub-section front and support lines aaa R.C.R. will relieve two Coys. 1st.
C.M.R. in PRINZ ARNOLF GRABEN TUNNEL Area aaa (4) Orders for relief of 7th. Cdn.
M.G. Coy. will be issued by the D.M.G.O. (5) Battalion Hqrs. will be as follows aaa
P.P.C.L.I. at T.19.b.9.4. aaa 49th. and 42nd. Battalions at S.18.d.5.2. aaa R.C.R. S.29.c.2.5.
aaa (6) Dividing line between P.P.C.L.I. and 49th. Bn will be T.19.b.6.9. to T.15 central to
T.10 central aaa Road through T.15 central exclusive to P.P.C.L.I. aaa (7) Battalions will
send a Senior Officer to 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. Hqrs. at 8.15 am today so that details of relief can
be explained aaa (8) Completion of relief will be reported by code phrase “Your B.M.R. 84
received at “ aaa (9) On completion of relief on night 24th/25th April Brigade
Hqrs will be established at S.24.c.3.9. aaa (10) ACKNOWLEDGE.



105

____________________________________________________

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS & INFORMATION
Issued in connection with

7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order 84.

----------------------------------------------------------

1. BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS.

Forward. S.24.c.4.8.
Rear. Machine Gun Fort.

2. BATTALION HEADQUARTERS.

BOIS DE LA CHAUDIERE T.7.D.8.6.
LA CHAUDIERE Fosse 1. S.18.d.6.3. 42nd. & 49th. Battns.
SPANDAU HAUS S.29.A.2.0. R.C.R.
Railway Line. T.19.b.8.4. P.P.C.L.I.

3. BRIGADEDUMPS.

Advanced Brigade Dump. S.18.c.8.0.
Brigade Dump. S.29.d.8.9.
Brigade Dump. S.23.c.8.8.
Brigade Dump. S.29.d.3.8.

4. BATTALION DUMPS. Ammunition.

Battn. Outpost Line. ---
BOIS DE LA CHAUDIERE T.8.c.9.6.
Mount Forest Quarries. T.22.a.6.8.
Battn. Resistance Line. T.18.d.6.2½.
Battn. SPANDAU HOUSE S.29.c.2.3.

5. WATER SUPPLY passed by M.O.

Wells S.24.c.4.4.
S.24.c.3.4. Twelve buckets and ropes have
S.24.d.2.2. been sent to Brigade Hqrs. at
S.30.a.9.8. S.24.c.4.8. If these are not
S.30.b.0.9. already distributed and in
S.24.c.7.5. use at the wells they can be
S.24.c.6½.5½. procured on demand.
S.24.c.3.5.

Springs S.25.d.2.2.
Springs S.30.a.0.9.

S.30.a.9.9.
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6. MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS.

R.A.P.
R.L. S.18.c.9.3.
O.R. T.6.c.0.6.

SPANDAU HOUSE. S.29.c.1.8.
Relief post for Bearers.

SCHWABEN TUNNEL S.29.c.2.6.
WHITE CITY CAVE. ---

Advanced Dressing Station. S.30.a.4.0.
,, ,, ,, S.18.c.8.2.

DRESSING STATION HEADQUARTERS.

8th Field Ambulance. NEUVILLE ST. VAAST.
10th Field Ambulance. PONT ST. ARRAS-BETHUNE ROAD.
?9th Field Ambulance. VILLERS AU BOIS.

7. Battalions will ascertain from units they relieve the method of getting their supplies to
the forward area.

Requisitions for pack animals must be sent to Brigade as early as possible each day,
stating where they are required and at what hour.

(Sgd.) P. E. Colman Captain.
Staff Captain.

23.4.17. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
---------

Copies to:-

R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
42nd Bn. R.H.C.
49th Cdn. Battn.
7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.
3rd Canadian Division.

__________________________________________________

H.
SECRET.
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7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

OPERATION ORDER NO.87. 27th April 1917.

1. The 1st Canadian Division is attacking ARLEUX and the Sunken Road in
T.29.d. and b. on 28th April 1917.

2. The 2nd Canadian Division (5th Cdn. Inf. Bde) on the right of the 3rd
Canadian Division is attacking on the left of the 1st Canadian Division with one
Battalion and has its objectives the line of the road, T.23.d.8.0. – T.23.b.8.0. – which
line has been ordered to be captured and consolidated with advanced posts at approx.
T.24.c.5.0. – T.24.c.6.3. – T.24.c.6.8. – T.24.a.3.2.

3. From T.23.b.8.0. to T.17.d.5.5. the 2nd Canadian Divn. on night of 27th/28th
April are digging a new line and will occupy it before zero hour so as to form a
defensive flank and join up with the 3rd Canadian Divn. (7th Cdn. Inf. Bde.) at
T.17.d.5.5.

Zero hour has been communicated separately to all concerned.

4. The P.P.C.L.I. will, on night of 27th/28th April 1917 before zero hour
complete, improve and occupy the new line T.17.d.5.5. to T.16.a. and hold it as a
defensive flank during the operations. Touch will be maintained with the 2nd
Canadian Division (5th Cdn. Inf. Bde.) about T.17.d.5.5.

The P.P.C.L.I. will arrange to hold the old front line in T.16.d. so as to support
the new right flank against counter-attacks.

5. Recent operations have shown that the German policy is to now deliver counter
attacks over the open in great strength and within a short time of troops having gained
their objective.

The P.P.C.L.I., 42nd and 49th Battalions will be prepared to move forward
troops by any covered approaches available, special reconnaissances being made with
this object in view.

6. In addition to neutralizing the front of the OPPY-MERICOURT line as far
North as MERICOURT, a barrage to support a simulated attack will be established by
the 3rd Canadian Divn’l Artillery in conjunction with the Reserve Divisional Artillery
on the AVION Switch and THELUS Line.

7 Watches will be synchronized under arrangements of O.C. Brigade Signals at 4
p.m. and 11 p.m.

8. The O.C., P.P.C.L.I. will arrange to exchange Liaison Officers with the
Battalion on his right.

Sgd. A.O. Meredith, Major,
Brigade Major,

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
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Issued through Signals at 3.30 p.m.

Copy to – R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
42nd Battalion.
49th Battalion.
7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.

__________________________________________________

“I”
SECRET.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. Copy No. ..16….
OPERATION ORDER NO.88. 28th April 1917.

Ref: Map 36 c. S.W. 1/20,000.

1. The Brigade will be relieved by the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade on the
nights 29th/30th April and 30th/1st May.

2. Moves and reliefs will take place in accordance with attached Appendices.
All details of relief to be arranged direct between O’s.C. concerned.

3. Relieving troops will not move over VIMY RIDGE before 8.45 p.m. on the
day of relief.

4. Orders for the relief of the 7th Canadian Machine Gun Company will be issued
by the Divisional Machine Gun Officer.

5. (a) Representatives of Companies of the 9th Canadian Inf. Bde. which are moving
forward on the night 29th/30th April will be at Brigade Headquarters at 10.00 a.m.
29th April. The P.P.C.L.I., 42nd and 49th Battalions will each have one Officer and
guides at Brigade Headquarters at that time to meet them.
(b) A proportion of Officers and scouts of the 43rd and 52nd Battalions will be at
Brigade Hqrs. at 8.30 p.m. 29th April and will go into the front lined trenches for the
night 29th/30th April. The P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalion will each have one officer
and guides at Brigade Hqrs. at that time to meet them.

6. Completion of relief to reported by the code phrase – “Your B.M. 88 received
at ……… “.

7. Separate instructions will be issued by the Staff Captain ”A & Q” regarding
allotment of billets in VILLERS AU BOIS Area.

8. Brigade Headquarters will move to VILLERS AU BOIS on completion of
relief.
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9. ACKNOWLEDGE.

(Sgd.) AO Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
Copies to - 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

1, 2, 3 – 3rd Canadian Division.
4 – R.C.R.
5 – P.P.C.L.I.
6 – 42nd Battalion.
7 – 49th Battalion.
8 – 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
9 – 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.

10 – 7th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
11 – 8th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
12 – 9th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
13 – No.2. Coy. 3rd. Cdn. Divn. Train.
14 – Divn’l M.G. Coy.
15 – Rear Bde. Hqrs.

16—18 – War Diary.

_____________________________________________________

Appendix “A”

______________________________________________________

Appendix “B”

______________________________________________________

Appendix “J”.

WORK DONE BY 7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

DURING THE PERIOD APRIL 23rd – 30th. 1917.

---------------------------------------------------

During this period much work was done. The Rifle Pits of the Front Line were joined
up to form a continuous Front Line Trench. A Support Line Trench was dug and
consolidated with Strong Points, and about 600 yards of wire put up on the left flank, from
T.13.b.0.3½. to T.21.b.2.1.

In connection with the operations on our right on April 25th, the P.P.C.L.I. dug a new
line from T.17.d.5.5. to T.16.a. (See 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No.87,
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‘Appendix “H” '). In addition to this a dummy trench, about three feet deep was dug
approximately 300 yards in advance of the Front Line.

About 800 yards of cable were laid from Brigade Headquarters to Battalion
Headquarters, Railway Embankment.

----------------------------------------

Tue, May 1 to Sat, May 5, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
During this period the Brigade was in rest in the VILLERS AU BOIS Area. The time was
occupied by training and sports, the mornings being spent in training and the afternoons being
devoted to sports.
Training in Semi-open Warfare was carried out, and lectures were given by Officers to the
men on this type of warfare. Squad drill, platoon and company drill, physical exercises, etc,
were also carried out.
Matches were played between Battalions of the Brigade at Football and Baseball, the 42nd.
Battalion R.H.C. proving the champions of the Brigade in both classes. Indoor Baseball
Matches were played between the Officers of the Battalions
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. 3 O.Rs shell shock, 7 O.Rs. gassed, 49th. Battn 1 O.R. killed on May
1st.
May 2nd. 49th. Battalion 2 O.R. killed, 4 O.R. wdd, including 1 O.R. on duty.
May 3rd. 49th. Battalion 1 O.R. wdd.
May 4th. R.C.R. 1 O.R. kld. 7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy, 1 O.R. wdd.

Sun, May 6, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
Training and Sports were carried out as above.
Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. attached 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty. killed, and one O.R. wounded.

Mon, May 7, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
On May 6th. and 7th. the Brigade relieved the 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade in the
QUARRIES Area, moves and reliefs taking place in accordance with Operation Order No.89
attached (See Appendix ‘A”)

Tue, May 8 to Fri, May 11, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS AREA, FRANCE
The Brigade remained in the QUARRIES Area. Working parties were supplied by the
Battalions, chiefly for work on roads and railways.
On May 10th. Lieut. T.B. MALONE, 49th. Battalion was attached to Brigade Headquarters to
assist Staff Captain “Q”., and Capt. J. Mc.Naughton, M.C., 42nd. Battalion was attached to
assist Staff Captain “I”.
Casualties:- May 9th. R.C.R. 1 O.R. wounded.

May 10th. 42nd. Battalion 1 O.R. wounded.

Sat, May 12, 1917 QUARRIES AREA, FRANCE
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Ref. Map 36.c.S.W. 1/20,000.
The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade relieved the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade in the Line as
per Operation Order No. 90 (see Appendix “B”) taking over front line trenches from
T.17.d.3.5. to T.1.d.2.2. The Battalions were located as follows:- Right sub-section –
R.C.R. with two companies of P.P.C.L.I., Left sub-section – 42nd Battalion R.H.C., Second
Line – 49th Battalion. VIMY and defences – P.P.C.L.I. less two Companies. Artillery:
Our artillery active. During afternoon fired on AVION and MERICOURT. Enemy’s
artillery active. VIMY and VIMY Station were heavily shelled between 7.00 p.m. and 8.30
p.m. Machine Guns: Anti-aircraft firing carried out on both sides. Sniping: Not active.
Patrols: A patrol consisting of Lieut. E.J. Donnelly and 14 Other Ranks, 42nd Battalion
R.H.C. went out at 11 p.m. covering right company frontage. No enemy encountered. Two
other patrols, each consisting of one Officer and 11 Other Ranks were also sent out by the
42nd Battalion. No enemy encountered. Movement: Some scattered movement observed
in AVION. Enemy Works: Enemy machine gun emplacement suspected about 600 yards in
advance of our front line on left of railway embankment. Aircraft: Enemy planes were
over our lines for a few minutes at various times during the day. Our planes active. One
British plane was brought down at 7.15 p.m. by anti-aircraft fire. General: Several fires
observed in AVION.
Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. four O.Rs. killed, five O.Rs. wounded and three O.Rs. shell shock.
42nd Battalion, one O.R. wounded. 49th Battalion, one O.R. wounded, and one O.R.
wounded and at duty.
Appendix “B”

Sun, May 13, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery active during the day on AVION, MERICOURT, FOSSE 7 and
enemy front line. Enemy’s artillery was active – VIMY and VIMY defences were heavily
shelled at intervals with guns of all calibres. Machine Guns: Anti-aircraft firing on both
sides. Sniping: Our snipers claim one hit. Slight enemy sniping reported from Left sub-
section. Patrols: A patrol under Lt. Hoyles and 11 O.R. 42nd Battalion, R.H.C. were
out from 10.00 p.m. to 11.30 p.m. but encountered none of the enemy. Other defensive
patrols covered the frontage all night. One prisoner, belonging to the 93rd Regiment, was
captured by the Royal Canadian Regiment. Movement: Considerable movement observed
in vicinity of AVION, BOIS BERNARD and ACHEVILLE. Enemy’s Works: Suspected
Machine Gun reported yesterday is confirmed at T.2.c.9.3. Aircraft: Our planes very
active. A few enemy planes seen over our lines for short periods. General: Fires seen in
LENS during the day. Casualties: R.C.R. 3 Other Ranks killed, 5 Other Ranks
wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 1 Other Rank wounded, 4 Other Ranks shell shock. 42nd Battalion, 1
Other Rank wounded. Accidentally wounded by explosion of Mills grenade – 1 O.R. 42nd
Battalion and 1 O.R. 49th Battalion.

Mon, May 14, 1917
Artillery Our artillery was active today firing on FOSSE 7, AVION and MERICOURT.
Enemy’s artillery was unusually active firing on our front line. They obtained a direct hit on
B Coy. Headquarters, 42nd Battalion. Trench Mortars: Our Stokes registered on enemy
front line during afternoon. At 2.30 p.m. the enemy fired 12 darts on our front line and at
8.30 p.m. he fired three Heavy Trench Mortars. Machine Guns: There was the usual anti-
aircraft activity on both sides. Sniping: Our snipers claim hits on the left. The enemy is
noticeably more cautious in his movements. Enemy snipers are reported to be slightly more
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active. Patrols; Numerous offensive and defensive patrols covered the Divisional
frontage during the night. Three hostile patrols were seen and dispersed by our Lewis Guns.
From one of these a German Officer, belonging to the 93rd Regiment, was killed. His body
was brought in to our lines. Movement. Considerable movement in small parties
observed on AVION-MERICOURT Road. Aircraft: Our aircraft displayed their
usual activity. Enemy planes also active – 45 were seen during the day, 16 of which crossed
our lines and three of these were flying low between 11 a.m. and 12.30 p.m. Six enemy
balloons were up opposite out front during the day. General: Several fires and explosions
have been seen in AVION and MERICOURT. Not all of these were the results of our
artillery fire. Casualties: R.C.R. 3 Other Ranks wounded . P.PC.L.I. one O.R. accidentally
wounded. 49th Battalion one O.R. wounded and 1 O.R. wounded and at duty.

Tue, May 15, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery active during the day on the enemy front line, AVION and
MERICOURT. Enemy’s shelling was considerably less active than usual. Trench
Mortars: Enemy fired several aerial darts at 4 to 5 minute intervals on our front line
between 7 and 8 p.m. Machine Guns: Our Machine guns active against enemy aircraft.
Night firing was also carried out on routes in rear of German lines. Enemy guns showed
usual amount of activity against our planes. During the evening of the 15th instant
information was received from the Division that First Army had received reports of a
probable German withdrawal on this front. The patrols which went out during the night were,
therefore, instructed to endeavour to locate evidence of a withdrawal. Patrols: A patrol of
one Officer and 20 Other Ranks of the R.C.R. went out at 3.25 a.m. and proceeded to a point
close to the German lines. They waited there for a considerable time without coming in
contact with any of the enemy. Flares were much in evidence during the time this party was
out. At 3.25 a.m. the 42nd Battalion sent out a patrol of 11 O.Rs. under captain J.C. Stewart.
The party split up and Captain Stewart and three O.Rs. carried on forward, a Sergeant and
scout crawling to within about 25 yards of the German wire from where sounds of work were
heard. Owing to the growing light the party returned to our trenches and opened Lewis gun
fire which was immediately replied to by the enemy with a brisk rifle fire. Other patrols
covered the entire Brigade frontages but had nothing unusual to report. Movement.

Considerable less movement observed today owing to poor visibility caused by mist.
Enemy’s Works: New work observed in strengthening wire and in Machine gun

emplacements. Aircraft: Our aircraft was inactive. Enemy planes fairly active.
Sniping: Two hits claimed by snipers of 42nd Battalion. Enemy snipers were not active.
General: Major C.B. Topp Commanding Right Company, 42nd Battalion, reports that
enemy is unquestionably occupying same position on our front. Lewis Guns were pushed
forward and fired on both flanks. Very few flares were fired by enemy during early part of
the evening but the usual number were put up during the early morning which would indicate
a possible relief. Casualties: R.C.R. one O.R. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. one O.R. wounded.

Wed, May 16, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery active against AVION, MERICOURT, etc. Enemy’s artillery
showed decreased activity. Machine Guns: Our M. Guns nor active. Lewis Guns were
fairly active during the night. Enemy Machine Guns quiet. Patrols: Usual offensive and
defensive patrols covered the Brigade frontage during the night. Movement: Some
movement observed in enemy’s front and second lines, although visibility was very poor.
Aircraft: None of our planes were up on account of unfavourable weather conditions. One



113

enemy plane seen flying over ACHEVILLE early in the morning. General: From 4.30 p.m.
to 5 p.m. seven white star shells were fired over our lines from direction of MERICOURT. No
action followed. Large fires seen in LENS and MERICOURT. Casualties: R.C.R. 2 O.Rs.
killed, 2 O.Rs. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. one O.R. wounded. 49th Battalion two O.R. wounded.

Thu, May 17, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery displayed usual activity during the afternoon behind the enemy’s lines
in the direction of AVION and MERICOURT, Enemy’s artillery fairly active. Machine
Guns: Our Machine guns carried out usual nightly programme on selected targets around LA
COULOTTE and trench tramways, rate of fire 1000 rounds per hour. Enemy Machine Guns
fired at intervals during the night but there has been a marked decrease in his activity during
the last few days. Sniping: Our snipers on the left were active, two hits being
claimed. Enemy snipers inactive. Patrols: Usual nightly patrols covered the entire Brigade
front but had nothing unusual to report. One patrol discovered many dead Germans near
enemy’s wire in T.c.2. Movement: Considerable movement was reported in enemy’s
lines which may be accounted for by the very poor visibility or a relief. Enemy’s Defences:
Some work observed to have been done by the enemy in widening his front and support line
trenches, and also in strengthening his wire. Aircraft: There was no aerial activity on account
of unfavourable weather conditions. General: Fire seen behind MERICOURT at 2.30 p.m.
which lasted for about 10 minutes. Casualties: Nil.
Inter-Brigade reliefs were carried out on the nights of May 15th/16th and May 16th/17th as
per Operation Order No. 91 attached (see Appendix “C”). The 2nd Canadian Division
relieved two companies of the P.P.C.L.I. in front line on the right sub-section, making the
right boundary of the Divisional front T.16.b.8.0.
See Appendix “C”

Fri, May 18, 1917
Artillery: Our artillery actively bombarded AVION, MERICOURT, COURRIERES,
BILLY MONTIGNY, ACHEVILLE and DROCOURT, also enemy front line and wire in T.c.
and d. Enemy’s artillery was more active than usual firing on VIMY, VIMY Station,
MONT FORET QUARRIES and vicinity of VIMY RIDGE. The BOIS DE LA
CHAUDIERE was shelled intermittently during the day with calibres of all sizes. Trench
Mortars: Our mortars inactive. A few enemy darts were thrown near our front line in
left sub-section. Machine Guns. Usual night firing on enemy’s communications was carried
on. Enemy machine guns not active, only occasional bursts during the night. Sniping:
Our Snipers on the left continue active, one observe d hit being obtained, as well as two
possible hits. Enemy snipers were active on junction of AMHERST and front line. Patrols: A
patrol consisting of Lieut. AMES, sergt HOLLOWAY and L/C APPLETON of the 49th
Battalion left our lines at 11.15 p.m. and proceeded to enemy wire where several men could
be seen working on wire in spite of our machine and Lewis gun fire. Another patrol consisting
of one Officer and 11 O.Rs of the R.C.R. went out at 10.30 pm returning at 3.30 am. They
encountered an enemy patrol of 15 O.R. which appeared tob be returning to their own lines.
Our party opened Lewis Gun fire which dispersed the enemy patrol, but investigation
disclosed the fact that we did not inflict any casualties.
Movement. Visibility was good and much movement was observed, both horse transport
and trains. Aircraft: Considerable activity on both sides. Ten enemy planes are reported
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to have crossed our lines during the day. Six enemy balloons were observed. General.
Fires seen in AVION and behind MERICOURT during the night.
Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed, 4 O.Rs wounded. 42nd. Battalion 1 O.R. killed, 4
O.RS wounded, including 2 O.Rs accidentally wounded.

Sat, May 19, 1917
Artillery. Our artillery was active on AVION and MERICOURT with good results.
Enemy’s artillery fairly active, especially on T.19. Intermittent shelling during the day and
night on LA CHAUDIERE and S.24.c. An enemy barrage was laid on our front line from
9.45 pm, from T.16.a.1.3. to T.16.b.2.2. with 77 mm and 4.1 shells. Trench Mortars. Our
T.Ms were inactive; enemy showed slight activity, obtaining two direct hit s on our Stokes
Gun emplacements. Machine Guns. Both ours and enemy’s were active furiring
[firing] on aircraft during the day. During the night out M.Gs fired on the usual night
targets, and enemy’s M.Gs fired occasional bursts over our front line trenches. Sniping.
Our snipers were active on the left, claiming one hit. Enemy snipers inactive. Patrols. A
fighting patrol of the R.C.R. consisting of 1 Officer and 15 O.Rs left our lines at 10.30 pm.
They located an enemy working party, and fired on them with a Lewis Gun, but it is doubtful
if any casualties were inflicted. The patrol returned to our lines at 3.20 am. Other
offensive and defensive patrols covered our front during the night, but had nothing unusual to
report. Trenches & Works. Enemy is doing some work on his Trench Mortar and Machine
Gun Emplacements, also on his trenches at various locations. Movement. Much
movement was seen in the front line opposite the whole of our front. Very little movement
was observed behind the lines except on the main roads far back, which seemed to be used
freely. Aircraft. Both sides active. One enemy plane was brought down in flames
near MERICOURT. Twelve enemy balloons were observed during the day. General. A
very bright light was seen in MERICOURT at 3.20 pm. Fires were seen in LENS and
AVION during the night.
Casualties. – R.C.R. 3 O.Rs wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.Rs wounded. 49th Battalion3 O.Rs
wounded.

Sun, May 20 to Wed, May 30, 1917
Ref. Map 36.b. S.W.
On the night of May 19th/20th the Brigade was relieved in the line and moved back to the
QUARRIES Area, the relief being completed on the night of May 20th/21st. On May 20th
and 21st the Brigade moved back to the VILLERS AU BOIS AREA. All moves and reliefs
were carried out in accordance with the attached Operation Order No. 93. (See Appendix
“D”).
Training was carried out by Units, special attention being paid to practice for the forthcoming
operations. Taped trenches were formed at X.26 & X. 27., over which practice attacks were
carried out.
On Sunday, May 27th, Brigade Sports were held, all Units competing. Inter Brigade football
and Baseball Matches were held, and Boxing Contests were carried out.
The G.O.C. held several conferences with Battalion Commanders to discuss forthcoming
operations.
Casualties. –
May 20th. Lieut E. BANWELL, 42nd. Battn, att. 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty. wounded. R.C.R. 1
O.R. killed. 2 O.Rs wounded, and 3 O.Rs att. 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 3
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O.Rs wounded, including 1 O.R. att. 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty. 42nd. Battalion, 1 O.R. attached
7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty. wounded.
May 22nd. R.C.R. 1 O.R. accidentally wounded.
May 23rd. R.C.R. 1 O.R. accidentally wounded.
May 24th. 7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy, 1 O.R. wounded.
May 26th. R.C.R. 3 O.Rs wounded.
May 28th. 49th. Battan, 1 O.R. attached 7th. C.I.B. Hqrs. accidentally wounded.
May 30th. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. accidentally wounded.

Thu, May 31, 1917
In the morning, the Brigade, less two companies of the R.C.R. and the P.P.C.L.I. held a
Practice attack on the Taped Trenches. In the afternoon games and training were carried out.

[ War Diary signed by Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell G.O.C., 7th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade]

‘A’.
SECRET.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. Copy No.21….

OPERATION ORDER NO. 89. 5th May 1917.

Ref. Map sheet 36.c.S.W.

1. The Brigade will relieve the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade in the QUARRIES
Area, on the 6th and 7th May, 1917.

2. Moves will be carried out in accordance with the attached Appendix.

3. Units will report arrival in QUARRIES Area to Brigade Headquarters.

4. Brigade Headquarters will close at VILLERS AU BOIS at 2 p.m., 7th May,
and open at the MACHINE GUN FORT at the same hour.

5. Corps working parties will be found by the Brigade on the 6th instant.

6. ACKNOWLEDGE.

A.O. Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.



116

Issued through Signals at 2.30 p.m.

Copies to:-
1, 2 & 3 – 3rd Canadian Divn.

4 – R.C.R.
5 – P.P.C.L.I.
6 – 42nd Battalion.
7 – 49th Battalion.
8 – 7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy.
9 – 7th. Cdn. T.M. Bty.

10 – 8th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
11 – 9th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
12 – Bde. Bomb Officer.
13 – Bde. Signal Officer.
14 – 7th. Field Coy, C.E.
15 – D.M.G.O.
16 – No.2 Coy 3rd Divn. Train.
17 – Hqrs. 3rd Can Divn. Train.
18 – Camp Commandant, Tunnel area.
19 – 10th Cdn. Field Ambulance.

20-22 – War Diary.
23-28 – File.

_________________________________________

Appendix 5-5-17.

_________________________________________

“B”

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE SECRET

OPERATION ORDER NO.90. Copy No..21……
10th May, 1917.

1. The Brigade will relieve the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade in the line on the
nights 11th/12th and 12th/13th of May, 1917.

2. Moves and reliefs will take place in accordance with the attached Appendix.

3. All details of relief to be arranged [inserted: direct] between Officers
Commanding concerned.

4. Relieving troops will not move over VIMY RIDGE before 8.45 p.m. on the
day of the relief.
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5. Completion of relief to be reported by the code phrase “Your B.M.R. 90
received at …….”.

6. Advanced Brigade Headquarters will open at ZOLLERN HOUSE at 9 P.M.
12th May.

7. ACKNOWLEDGE.

A O Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at 8.00 P.M.

Copies to:-

1, 2, 3, - 3rd Canadian Division.
4 - R.C.R.
5 - P.P.C.L.I.
6 – 42nd Battalion.
7 – 49th Battalion.
8 – 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
9 – 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.

10 – 8th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
11 – 9th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
12 – 4th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
13 – 12th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
14 – Bde. Bomb Officer
15 – Bde. Signal Officer.
16 – Bde. Transport Officer.
17 – 7th Field Coy. C.E.
18 – D.M.G.O.
19 – Camp Commandant, Tunnel Area.
20 – 10th Cdn. Field Ambulance.

21-23 – War Diary.
24-30 – Office.

________________________________________________

Appendix.

_________________________________________________

“C”
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SECRET.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. Copy No……..12…

OPERATION ORDER NO.91. 15th May 1917.

1. Inter-Brigade reliefs will be carried out as follows:-

Night 15/16 May:
(a) One section 7th Canadian Trench Mortar Battery from

QUARRIES LINE will relieve one section 7th Canadian Trench
Mortar Battery in Left sub-section.

Night 16/17 May:
(a) The 49th Battalion from Second line will relieve the 42nd

Battalion in Left sub-section. On completion of relief the 42nd
Battalion will move to the Second line and occupy trenches
vacated by the 49th Battalion.

(b) The 2nd Canadian Division will relieve two companies of the
P.P.C.L.I. (attached R.C.R.) in Right sub-section. On
completion of relief the two companies of the P.P.C.L.I. will
move to VIMY area in accordance with orders which will be
issued by the O.C., P.P.C.L.I.

2. All details of reliefs will be arranged direct between Officers Commanding
concerned.

3. Completion of reliefs to be reported immediately to Brigade Headquarters by
the code phrase “Your B.M.R. 91 received at _________”.

4. Completion of moves will be reported to Brigade Headquarters by the code
phrase “Rum received at __________”.

5. ACKNOWLEDGE.

A O Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Copies to:-
1 – 3rd Canadian Division.
2 – R.C.R.
3 – P.P.C.L.I.
4 – 42nd Battalion.
5 – 49th Battalion.
6 – 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.
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7 –9th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
8 – 15th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
9 – 8th Cdn. Inf. Bde.

10 – 11th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
11 – Rear Bde. Hqrs.

12-14 – War Diary.
15 – Office.

______________________________________________

“D” SECRET.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 93. Copy No…………..
18th May 1917.

1. The Brigade will be relieved in the line by the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade
on the nights May 19th/20th and 20th/21st and will move to the QUARRIES Area.

2. On the 20th and 21st May the Brigade will be relieved in the QUARRIES Area
by the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade and will move to VILLERS AU BOIS.

3. Moves and reliefs will be carried out in accordance with the attached
Appendix.

4. Details of reliefs, guides, etc., will be arranged directly between Officers
Commanding concerned.

5. Relieving troops will not move over VIMY RIDGE before 9.00 P.M.

6. Completion of reliefs will be reported immediately to Brigade Headquarters by
the code phrase “Your B.M.R. 93 received at __________”.

7. Advance billeting parties from Units will arrange details of billeting
accommodation in QUARRIES AREA direct with Major H.C. Walkem, Camp
Commandant.

8. Separate instructions will be issued by the Staff Captain “A & Q” regarding
allotment of billets in the VILLERS AU BOIS Area.

9. On completion of relief [inserted: night 20/21st] Brigade Headquarters will
move to the Machine Gun Fort where it will remain till 3.00 P.M. on the 21st May
when it will move to VILLERS AU BOIS Area.

10. ACKNOWLEDGE.
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A O Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at 7.30 P.M.
Copies to –

1, 2, 3 – 3rd Canadian Division.
4 – R.C.R.
5 – P.P.C.L.I.
6 – 42nd Battalion.
7 – 49th Battalion.
8 – 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
9 – 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.

10 – 9th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
11 – 15th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
12 – Bde. Signal Officer.
14 – Bde. Transport Officer.
15 – Bde. Bomb Officer.
16 – 5th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
17 – 11th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
18 – 8th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
19 – 9th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
13 – Hqrs. 3rd Cdn. Divn. Train.
20 – No.2. Coy. Divn. Train.

21-23 – War Diary.
24-26 – Office.

27 – Camp Commandant, Tunnel Area.
28 – Rear Bde. Hqrs.

__________________________________________

Appendix.

__________________________________________

Fri, Jun 1, 1917 to Thu, Jun 7, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR,
FRANCE

In the King’s Birthday Honour List, Brigadier General Archibald Cameron
Macdonell,, C.M.G. D.S.O., was awarded a C.B., and Captain Hugh Macdonell Wallis, Staff
Captain “I”, was awarded a M.C.

During this period Brigade practice attacks were continued on the taped trenches, in
addition to the general training.

On April 5th [June 5th] the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade relieved the 9th Canadian
Infantry Brigade in the QUARRIES Area, and on the night of June 7th & 8th relieved the 8th
Canadian Infantry Brigade in the line, taking over the Divisional frontage, From T.16.B.8.0.
to T.1.C.8.6½, as per operation order No.94 attached.
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On June 6th Captain P.E. Colman, M.C., Staff Captain “A & Q”, proceeded to
Headquarters 1st Canadian Division to take up duties for D.A.Q.M.G., pending appointment
and Lieut. E. Osborne, (24th Cdn. Battalion) reported for duty to the 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade as Staff Captain, “A & Q”, pending appointment.
Casualties: June 1st, R.C.R. one O.R. accidentally wounded.
Appendix A

Thu, Jun 7, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR, FRANCE
Artillery: Our artillery active during the day firing on selected targets, enemy front line wire
and back areas. During the day the enemy intermittently shelled BLUE NOSE Trench, BOIS
DE LA CHAUDIERE, Culvert (T.13.d.) FOSSE 1, PETIT VIMY, ANDROS CORNER, and
the foot of the ridge in the vicinity of STAUBWASSER WEG. Trench Mortars: Our trench
mortars quiet. Enemy’s active during night. Machine Guns: The usual indirect night firing
was carried out on selected targets. The enemy swept our parapet with frequent bursts of
machine gun fire. Sniping: Our snipers clain eleven hits during the day. Enemy sniping
very quiet. Patrols: A patrol consisting of Lieut. C.B. Trout and 3 O.Rs. 42nd Battalion left
our line just west of BEVEL Trench at 1:30 a.m. and reconnoitered the enemy’s front line and
wire carefully. The enemy was heard in his trenches but did not seem to be working either on
his wire or trenches. Patrol returned at 3:00 a.m. Other patrols covered Brigade frontage.
Movement: Very slight. Aircraft: Own and enemy aircraft fairly active during the day.
Enemy balloons up as usual. General: From 5:20 to 5:40 a.m. fires were seen in AVION.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. one O.R. wounded.

Fri, Jun 8, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR, FRANCE
Operations: At 11:45 p.m. Attacking parties of R.C.R., 42nd. and 49th Battalions in
conjunction with 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade left our trenches on the left of the Brigade
Front between RAILWAY and LENS-ARRAS Road from point T.8.a.8.9. to point T.1.c.7.7.
approximately. At all points our troops successfully penetrated enemy’s defences and the
final objective was reached by all concerned, on time. This area was occupied and mopped up
till zero hour plus 90 when the withdrawal on time commenced. At zero plus 120 on rocket
signal from Battalion Headquarters the covering parties started to withdraw and at 3:30 a.m.
our troops were reported clear of the enemy trenches. The enemy trenches were found to be
lightly held throughout and their resistance was feeble, many Germans being killed especially
in the final objective.

The trenches were found to be badly knocked about in all cases with most of the dug-
outs, etc., demolished by our preparatory artillery fire, except in the vicinity of the railway
line where they were dealt with with mobile charges and Stokes mortar bombs.
(See Appendices “A” for operation orders, instructions, etc., issued for the raid, and
statements of prisoners captured and Casualties)
Artillery: Our artillery very active all day on enemy trenches and wire between LENS-
ARRAS Road and railway, with excellent results. The barrage for operation was excellent.
Enemy’s artillery intermittently shelled BOIS DE LA CHAUDIERE, Culvert (T.3.d.) Houses
T.19.a. and LENS-ARRAS Road during the day. During the night operations, his barrage was
very scattered the principal part being on BOIS DE LA CHAUDIERE and BLUENOSE
Trench. Trench Mortars: Our trench mortars not active. Enemy trench mortars were active
on ALCOVE and AMBLE Trenches. Machine Guns: Our machine guns active during
operations on barrage work about 50,000 rounds being fired. Enemy machine guns fairly
active along whole front. Sniping: Active on both sides. Aircraft: Aerial activity very slight
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on both sides. General: Several explosions heard in AVION from 3 a.m. to 5 a.m. Large fire
seen in direction of LENS at about 8:45 p.m.
Casualties: R.C.R. 2 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. missing believed killed, 6 O.R. wounded. 49th Bn. 2
O.R. killed, 5 O.R. wounded. 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy. 2 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. wounded.

Sat, Jun 9, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR, FRANCE
Artillery: Our artillery much quieter. The heavies were firing on AVION, MERICOURT, and
the back areas, and the field guns didsome harassing fire on movement, especially between
the RAILWAY and FOSSE 7. The enemy’s artillery was much quieter than usual, a few
rounds being put into the following places: Culvert (T.13.d.) House (T.13.a.) VIMY and
ANDROS CORNER. During the day an intermittant barrage was put down on a line from the
N. end of BOIS DE LA CHADIERE to point S.12.d.4.9. approx. This barrage was very light
and the guns fired seemed to be in the vicinity of MERICOURT. Trench Mortars: Our trench
mortars active, fired about 100 rounds. Enemy trench mortars showed slight activity.
Machine Guns: Our machine guns carried out the usual indirect fire on selected targets
during night. Otherwise quiet. Enemy machine guns active during night on East end of
Railway. Sniping: Active on the Left all day against the unusual amount of movement there.
However, no results could be ascertained on account of the length of range, but later in the
day the enemy were observed to get past certain gaps as fast as possible. Enemy sniping
practically Nil. Patrols: Defensive and reconnaisance patrols were pushed well out on our left
Battalion front but could find no signs of the enemy who did not seem to be working on either
his wire or Trenches. Other patrols were out on the right but have nothing unusual to report.
Movement: Much movement is reported on our left principally of stretcher parties who were
not molested on account of our own stretcher parties being out on the left Brigade’s frontage.
General: Several explosions seen and heard in AVION which were nor the result of our
artillery fire.

On the morning of the 9th inst. Major-General L.J. LIPSETT, C.M.G., and Brigadier-
General A. C. Macdonell, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., met the Chief of the Imperial Staff at the
CHATEAU DE LA HAIE, whence the party proceeded to [inserted: THE] PIMPLE and
HILL 145.

In accordance with instructions from the 3rd Canadian Corps, Brigadier-General A. C.
Macdonell, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., took over command of the 1st Canadian Division, whilst
Major-General Sir A. W. Currie, C.B., is in command of the Canadian Corps. Lieutenant-
Colonel C.E. Hill, D.S.O., The Royal Canadian Regiment assumed command of the 7th
Canadian Infantry Brigade. Inter-Battalion reliefs were carried out in accordance with
Operation Order No.96
Appendix B

Sun, Jun 10, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR, FRANCE
Artillery: Our artillery was active during the day against AVION, MERICOURT,
ACHEVILLE, etc. The enemy’s artillery showed a marked decrease.
Trench Mortars: The enemy was quite active with both light and heavy Trench Mortars, but
no damage was done and no casualties were caused. Machine Guns: The usual night firing
was done by our guns, which fired total of 3,500 rounds. The enemy’s guns were active at
dawn and dusk. Patrols: The usual nightly patrols covered the entire Brigade frontage but
had nothing unusual to report. Movement: Many parties carrying the Red Cross flag were
seen during the day. Between 7:40 a.m. and 2:10 p.m. seventeen stretchers were carried out.
A very large amount of movement (men in twos or threes) was observed. Aircraft: There
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was practically no aerial activity on account of the very poor visibility. General: An
explosion in AVION was heard in the evening.

Mon, Jun 11, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR, FRANCE
Artillery: Our heavy artillery active during the day against MERICOURT, AVION,
SALAUMINES, NOYELLES and FOUQUIERS. Field guns took on opportunity targets and
were active in retaliation and harassing fire on roads, streets, etc. Enemy’s artillery was rather
more active than yesterday, especially in the afternoon and evening when the visibility started
to improve. Trench Mortars: Active during the early morning and evenings against targets
on both sides of the Railway Embankment. Enemy’s very active during the first half of the
night, but our Stokes and field guns retaliated immediately whenever he opened. Machine
Guns: Our machine guns were active during the day against hostile aircraft and at night
carried out the usual indirect firing on enemy’s communications, etc. Sniping: Our snipers
were on the alert. Obtained several observed hits. Patrols: Patrols covered the Brigade
frontage but did not encounter any of the enemy and had nothing exceptional to report.
Movement: Considerable movement was observed again today. The Enemy was still
engaged in evacuating his casualties caused in our raid on the night of the 8th/9th inst. 20
stretchers being carried out by him between 11:25 a.m. and 2:50 p.m. today. Movement was
also observed in enemy’s frontline trenches and in the vicinity of MERICOURT. In this
connection the artillery were working in close co-operation with Infantry observers and many
targets were taken on. Aircraft: Aircraft were active on both sides, especially during the
afternoon and evening. General: During the night the enemy put over a few gas shells,
which were scattered over our entire area, but no damage was caused. Several fires and
explosions were seen and heard in AVION, during the day.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. Lieut. Charles Arnold Grant slightly wounded. 1 O.R. accidentally
wounded. 42nd Battalion, 1 O.R. accidentally wounded.

Tue, Jun 12, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR, FRANCE
Artillery: During the day our heavies fired on selected targets and back areas, AVION,
MERICOURT, SALLUMINES, and ACHEVILLE. Our field guns were also active on
opportunity targets, several working and other parties being dispersed. Liaison between
Artillery and Infantry was good and excellent results were obtained. During the night
harassing fire was carried out on selected targets by both Heavy and Field Artillery, as well as
retaliation work.
Enemy’s artillery active during the day and early part of the night on BOIS DE LA
CHAUDIERE and BLUE NOSE Trench, PETITI VIMY, LENS-ARRAS Road and the foot
of the Ridge near STAUBWASSER WEG. During the night the enemy appears to be very
nervous as he twice called for artillery, at 9:50 and 11 p.m. on our Right and Left sub-
sections. This was lightly replied to. Trench Mortars: Enemy’s Trench Mortars were active
during the night for short periods but our guns invariably shut them up in from five to ten
minutes. Machine Guns: Our machine guns slightly active during the day against hostile
aircraft. During the night selected targets (roads, railways overland routes) were engaged,
about 8,000 rounds being fired. Enemy’s machine guns slightly active against aircraft and
during the hours of dusk and dawn. Sniping: Our snipers alert and active, 3 hits claimed by
the left Battalion and 7 others uncertain. Enemy’s snipers slightly more active 3 shots being
fired during the day at targets on the left sub-section. Patrols: A patrol consisting of Lieut.
Reynolds, P.P.C.L.I., 6 bombers, six riflemen, 2 scouts and a Lewis Gun crew of 3 left our
lines at T.15.b.9.4. and proceeded out Toronto Road to approx. T.9.b.5.5. when a series of
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golden rain, green and red flares were sent up within 2 minutes. The shells fell slightly behind
the patrol, however, but lasted for about 20 minutes. As soon as things quieted down again the
patrol proceeded to edge of wire approx. T.3.a.8.2. from where voices were heard, the trench
appearing to be well garrisoned. The party returned at 3 a.m. after patrolling the whole
Battalion front and seeing no enemy. (See letter attached). Active patrols covered the entire
Brigade Frontage during the night but had nothing unusual to report. Movement:
Considerable movement was observed during the day and evening and our artillery dispersed
several working and other parties. Enemy’s Works: New work was seen at approx.
T.2.d.3.3. and 4.3 in front of enemy’s lines. This work looks like a series of strong points.
Two Lewis Guns fired periodically on this all night. New work seen at N.29.c.00.40., 2
mounds. There appears to be a gun pit at N.34.b.60.70. and M.G. emplacement at
T.5.c.45.70. (apparently concrete). Aircraft: Aircraft Our aircraft active during the day and
night. Enemy’s aircraft active all day, several planes being over our lines for a few minutes
at various times. General: Several fires and explosions seen and heard in AVION.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I., 1 O.R. wounded and 1 O.R. accidentally wounded. 42nd Battalion, 2
O.Rs. killed, 2 O.Rs. wounded. 49th Battalion, Lieut. James McQueen wounded, 3 O.Rs.
killed and 4 O.Rs. wounded.

Wed, Jun 13, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR, FRANCE
Artillery: Our heavies were active during the day and night on selected targets in the back
areas. Our field guns were active during the day on selected and opportunity targets and
during the night on special programme of harassing fire. Enemy’s artillery slightly less
active during the day and night than usual. Very intermittent shelling of BOIS DE LA
CHAUDIERE, and railway track to the culvert, VIMY, PETIT VIMY, LENS-ARRAS Road
and the foot of the Ridge, and scattered shelling of our front line having taken place but no
concentrated shoots of any one place being indulged in. Trench Mortars: Our trench mortars
quiet. At 10:30 p.m. an enemy trench mortar became active from T.3.a.30.80. approx. but
was silenced by our guns immediately. Machine Guns: Our machine guns slightly active
during the day against hostile aircraft and during the night on selected targets on back areas,
about 4,000 rounds being fired. Enemy machine guns slightly more active than usual on our
front and support lines. Patrols: Our patrols covered our frontage thoroughly during the
night in an endeavour to get a prisoner; none of the enemy were seen however and only one
party was heard apparently driving stakes at approx. T.3.b.2.4. Movement again seen on road
to N.25.d.8.8. which was engaged by our field guns. Enemy’s References & Works: New
strong point reported yesterday as being at T.2.d.3.3. to 4.3. is now definitely located as being
between ALCOVE and AMBLE Trenches at T.2d.50.55. This was engaged during the
afternoon at 5:50 p.m. by our 4.5 Hows. who did excellent shooting getting 10 direct hits put
of 33 rounds. When this shoot started a pigeon was liberated which flew back over the enemy
lines. Later in the evening when the enemy’s H.T.M. opened up, this point was again engaged
by our artillery, whereupon the T.M’s. stopped abruptly. Aircraft: British aircraft was active
during the day and night. Enemy’s aerial activity slight. General: Frequent explosions were
heard during the night in AVION.
Capt. H. M. Wallis, M.C., returned today from hospital and resumed his duties as Staff
Captain “Intelligence”. Casualties: P.P.C.L.I., 1 O.R. killed, 3 O.R’s. wounded. 42nd
Battalion, 2 O.R’s. slightly gassed, 4 O.R. wounded. 49th Battalion, 1 O.R. killed 5 O.R’s.
wounded.

Thu, Jun 14, 1917 Reference Map 36.C.S.W., AVION SECTOR, FRANCE
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The Brigade was relieved in the line by the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade in accordance with
Operation Order No. 97 attached (See Appendix “C”), and moved to the QUARRIES Area
with Brigade Headquarters located near FORT GEORGE. Appendix C
The 3rd Canadian Divisional Tournament, by permission of the G.O.C. Division was held on
June 14th near BERTHONVAL FARM (F.5.c., sheet 51.c.N.E.). It was very well staged and
proved to be the banner tournament this Division has yet held. The transport of the 7th
Canadian Infantry Brigade transport under the encouragement and guidance of Brigadier
General A.C. Macdonell, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. had attained a high state of efficiency and
won the major portion of the events open to Infantry. Among exciting features of the day
were the tug-of-war won by the 49th Canadian Battalion, and wrestling on horseback won by
the 5th C.M.R. Battalion after a hard tussle with the 49th Battalion. The winners
of the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade are shown as attached Appendix “D”.
Casualties for June 14th: R.C.R. 1 O.R. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.Rs. wounded. 49th
Battalion 2 O.Rs. killed and 4 O.Rs. wounded.
Appendix D

Fri, Jun 15 to Fri, Jun 22, 1917
During this period all Battalions supplied Working Parties, averaging three Companies per
Battalion nightly, for digging new Communication Trench from BLUE Trench to front line,
burying cable and strengthening third and fourth lines of defence.
In the Battalions the usual Company and specialist training was carried out, the old trenches
and craters being found very useful for specialist work. The usual personnel was sent to
Divisional, Corps and Army Schools.
Battalion sports were carried on. Soccer and baseball were specialized in, inter-platoon,
inter-company and some inter-Battalion games being played.
On the 16th. instant, Lieutenant N. L. LESUEUR, of the 24th. Canadian Battalion, V.R.C.,
reported for attachment and training in staff duties.
On the 17th. instant, Lt-Col. C.H. HILL, D.S.O., Commanding 7th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade attended a demonstration in the use of Tanks at WAILLY.
On the 19th. and 21st. instant, the Canadian Corps Horse Show was held at CHATEAU DE
LA HAIE. The 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade, as usual, were very successful, winning the
following:-
Best Battalion Transport – R.C.R. 1st, P.P.C.L.I. 2nd.
Ambulance Wagon Complete – 10th. Cdn. Field Ambulance.
Heavy Draft Horse stripped – 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. Hqrs 1st.
Light Draft Horse stripped – R.C.R. 2nd.
Limbered M.G. Wagon, complete turnout – 7th. Cdn. M.G. Coy, 2nd.
On the 22nd. instant, Captain G.H. AIKENS, who had been Acting A.D.C. to Brigadier
General A. C. MACDONELL, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., at 1st. Canadian Division H.Q. returned
to the Brigade for attachment.
Casualties – 17th. 42nd. Bn. 3 O.Rs wdd. 22nd. 49th. Bn. 1 O.R. died of wounds.

Sat, Jun 23 to Sat, Jun 30, 1917
During this period Battalion training has been carried on as during previous week.
Specialist sections have in addition received training along their special lines. The Crater
Line and trenches have been very useful for bombing, rifle ranges, Lewis Gun practice, and
observa tion.



126

Battalion sports, consisting mainly of Soccer and baseball have been kept up, mostly inter-
Company and some inter-Battalion games being played.
Working parties have been furnished each night, as well as some day parties, by all
Battalions. The work has been chiefly done on the new BLIGHTY Communication Trench,
On June 23rd. Lt-Col, C.H. HILL, D.S.O., and Officers Commanding Battalions attended a
conference at 3rd. Canadian Divisional Headquarters at 3.00 pm.
At 5.00 pm, June 23rd, the 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. HQ Officers Indoor Baseball Team won from
the 49th. Canadian Battalion by score of 21 to 16.
June 23rd, Major A.P.O. MEREDITH, D.S.O. Brigade Major, 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade
left on leave for England
On June 24th, H.R.H. Prince Arthur of Connaught visited Brigade Headquarters.
On the same day Lt-Col, C.H. HILL, D.S.O., Commanding 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. had dinner
with Brig-Genl, A.H. MACDONELL, C.M.G., D.S.O., at 5th. Cdn. Inf. Bde. Headquarters,
On June 25th, Lt-Col, C.H. Hill, D.S.O., attended First Army Show at CHATEAU DE LA
HAYE.
The P.P.C.L.I. won second prize in the Horse Transport event at the First Army Horse Show.
On June 26th, Lt-Col C.H. HILL, D.S.O. Capt. H.M. WALLIS, M.C., and Officers
Commanding Battalions attended a conference on “Training” at 3rd. Canadian Divisional
Headquarters at 5.00 pm.
On June 27th. Lt-Col, C.H. HILL, D.S.O. and Lt-Col, Agar ADAMSON, D.S.O., P.P.C.L.I.
attended the Massed Band Concert at CAMBLAIN L’ABBE, in honour of Field Marshall
H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught. The Guard of Honour was supplied by the P.P.C.L.I., with
Major STEWART, D.S.O, in command.
On June 28th, an Officers game of Indoor Baseball was played at Brigade Headquarters at
5.00 pm between Brigade H.Q. and the 49th. Battalion, the former winning by a score of 13 to
9.
On June 29th, Brig-Genl. A.C. MACDONELL, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., visited the 7th.
Canadian Infantry Brigade accompanied by Lieut-Col. H.M. DYER, D.S.O., 5th. Canadian
Infantry Battalion, who took over command of the 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade, Lt-Col,
C.H. HILL, D.S.O., returning to his battalion.
Operation Orders for the relief were cancelled by 3rd. Canadian Divisional Warning Order.
The 42nd. Battalion Soccer Team, representing the 3rd. Canadian Division defeated the 4th.
Canadian Division team at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE by score of 4 – 3. This was the semi-
final for the sports of 2nd. July.
The 3rd. Canadian Divisional Baseball Team, composed mostly of men from the 7th.
Canadian Infantry Brigade defeated the 4th. Canadian Division team by a score of 10 – 4.
This was also the semi-final for the sports of July 2nd.
On June 30th, most of the day was taken up in preparing for the relief of the 9th. and 12th.
Canadian Infantry Brigades by the 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade, pursuant to 3rd. Canadian
Divisional Operation Order No. 115.
Casualties – 23rd, 42nd. Cdn. Bn, 2 O.Rs. wdd. 26th. R.C.R. 1 O.R. kld. 28th. 49th. Cdn.
Bn. 1 O.R. wdd. 30th. R.C.R. 1 O.R. died of wounds.

[War Diary signed by Lieutenant Colonel Hugh. M. Dyer]

A
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SECRET.

REPORT ON MINOR OPERATION CARRIED OUT BY THE
7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ON NIGHT

8TH/9TH JUNE 1917.

1. The operation was carried out in accordance with instructions
and orders issued, copies of which are attached.

2. Preparation. (a) Training:
The Brigade came out of the line on 21st May and

proceeded to rest billets in VILLERS AU BOIS where it remained until
the evening of the 6th June. Here taped trenches were laid out on the
exact scale of the trenches to be attacked and various coloured flags
were used to represent the railway embankment, dugouts, machine gun
and trench mortar emplacements.

The training for the attack was carried out gradually.
This training consisted of specialists’ work, including practice in the
new platoon formation, bombing in and outside trenches with live
grenades, rifle grenadier practice, Lewis Gun practice when on the
move and Battalion and Brigade practice attacks over the taped
trenches, both by day and night. In these practice attacks men carrying
flags were used to represent the artillery barrage.

The average time devoted to training daily was four hours.
During the afternoon and evening sports and concerts were arranged,
with the result that the men came into the line in excellent health and
very keen.

(b) Artillery preparation:
An artillery programme of destruction of the enemy’s defences

and wire was drawn up by the General Staff of the Division. All
artillery shoots were observed by specially selected Brigade and
Battalion observers and reports rendered by them daily. Officers of
the attacking Battalions also observed the wire cutting with artillery
officers and informed the Artillery of any special targets which their
Battalion Commander wished taken on.

(c) Reconnaisance:
Small parties of all ranks of the attacking Battalions

came up to the trenches daily to reconnoitre our own trenches and
observe the enemy’s trenches and wire.

3. Troops Employed
& Plan of
Attack. (a) Troops Employed:

Approximately two companies of the Royal Canadian
Regiment, ??? [and] three companies of each of the 42nd Battalion
(R.H.C.) and 49th Battalion (E.R.) were employed in the attack.
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(b) Plan of Attack:
The attack was carried out on the leap frog system, the

leading waves taking the first objective, the remaining waves passing
through them to the Final Objective.

4. Narrative. Zero hour was at 11.45 p.m. The weather was
unfavourable for a raid, the night being dark and a slight rain falling.

At 11.30 p.m. the attacking troops were assembled in
their jumping-off trenches.

At 1145 p.m. the artillery and machine guns opened up
and the men went over the top. Our barrage was excellent. The
German artillery opened up at 11.51. p.m. with scattered shelling, but
did not lay any definite barrage.

On the right of the track, “C” Company of the R.C.R.
met with considerable resistance, a machine gun opening up on them
from the enemy block in communication trench at T.2.c.9.2. A
bombing section was immediately pushed out to the right and put the
machine gun out of action. Heavy hand to hand fighting took place in
ALCOVE and AMBLE Trenches and in the communication trench
running along the railway. In this fighting, the use of the bayonet played
a prominent part. Dugouts were numerous and these were treated with
Stokes bombs.

On the remainder of the front little opposition was
encountered except by machine guns. Our men, however, followed the
barrage so closely that they disposed of the Machine Gun crews before
they were able to come fully into action. All our objectives were gained
on scheduled time, the pace of the barrage being very satisfactory.

The German wire, trenches and dugout entrances were
all found to very badly damaged by our artillery fire. All existing
dugouts were treated with Stokes bombs and the occupants of the
trenches either killed or taken prisoners. As our men neared the Final
Objective which was strongly held many of the Germans bolted but
very few escaped as they were caught by our rifle fire and artillery and
machine gun barrage.

At 1.15 a.m. the withdrawal commenced, all our
casualties having been previously evacuated.

At 1.45 a.m. the signal for the withdrawal of the rear
guard went up from all Battalion Hqrs. and by 2.30 a.m. all the
attacking troops were back in our own lines.

5. Casualties. (a) German Casualties:
German dead were seen in the trenches estimated at 250.

(b) 78 German dugouts by actual count are known to have been
bombed and treated with Stokes Mortar shells.

(c) Prisoners Taken:
Unwounded 1 Officer, 49 O.Rs.
Wounded 1 ,, 11 ,,
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Total 2 Officers 60 O.Rs.

With reference to (a) one of our wounded came in the
following day from the First Objective and reported that the trenches
were filled with German dead.

The dugouts bombed are known to have been occupied
as the Germans were very reluctant to come out. Twenty-five of these
dugouts were under the railway embankment and are known from
statements of prisoners to be large dugouts fully occupied. On the night
of our raid our men state that from sounds heard there is no doubt many
casualties were caused here. Our rifle fire and machine gun and
artillery barrage undoubtedly caused numerous casualties as Germans
were actually seen running into this barrage from the Final Objective as
our men advanced. This is borne out by the fact that German stretcher
bearing parties were actually seen collecting wounded for two days
after the raid, especially in the area between the Final Objective and
AVION.

The German casualties may, we think, be summed up as
follows:

Dead in Trench - 250.
Dead in dugouts - 312.
Prisoners - 60.
Wounded by our

Barrages. - 100.

Total.- - 722.

This is considered a conservative estimate as the frontage
attacked was 1,000 yards wide and 800 yards deep. The estimated
dead in dugouts, is taken at the rate of four per dugout known
bombed. All dugouts were bombed but in the excitement no accurate
record could be kept and it is safe to assume that in such a large area
there were more than 78 dugouts.

(d) Our Casualties:
Our casualties were 355. Of the above only 38 were

killed, the majority of the remainder being slight walking cases.

6. Trophies. The following trophies were captured and brought back
to our lines:

2 Machine Guns.
1 Light Machine Gun..
1 British Lewis Gun which the Germans were

using mounted on a tripod.

Three other Machine Guns are known to have been
destroyed but our men were not able to bring them out as they were
employed in evacuating our own casualties.
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7. Remarks. (a) Attacking Battalions are unanimous in stating that the
success of the operation was due to the training carried out on the Tape
Trenches. As an example of what this training can accomplish, one
section in the practice attack was sent to the junction of two trenches in
the second objective. In the raid every man in the section, except one
became a casualty before reaching the objective. The one man left,
however, was found at duty at his post at the proper time. It is also
worthy of note that many of the men who had never been in the
trenches before.

(b) In the withdrawal, the tapes daubed with luminous paint,
which were laid from the jumping-off trenches to the Final Objective
were most useful. Overland routes from our jumping-off trenches to the
Dressing Station were also taped and trenches bridged where necessary.
These routes proved invaluable in the evacuation of stretcher cases and
in enabling the raiding parties to get away quickly from the shelled
area.

(c) The Lucas signalling lamps were found very useful
though constantly obscured by the smoke of bursting shells. In one
case, signal communication by wire was maintained during the
operation between the First and Final Objectives. The wires were all
broken by shell fire, however, between our own lines and the
German front line.

(d) Rifle Grenadiers were extremely useful in dealing with
Machine Guns and Snipers.

(Sigd.) ????
Lieut. Col.

11.6.17. Cmdg. 7th Canadian Infantry Bde.

________________________________________________

Appendix, Statement of casualties

________________________________________________

Map of Avion and trench system

________________________________________________

Drawing of Objectives

_________________________________________________
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Barrage Map

_________________________________________________

SECRET.

7th Canadian Inf. Bde.

B.M.R. 6.

To:

R.C.R.
42nd Battalion.
49th Battalion.
------------------

Reference B.M.R. 600/2 “Amended instructions for the Attack” dated 8th
instant, para. 7, sub-para (a).

From “After the attack is over and the situation is quiet etc………. to
conditions again”, is amended as follows:-

After the attack is over and attacking troops have been withdrawn and the
situation is quiet Officers Commanding Battalions will, at their discretion, send out orders to
resume ordinary defence of the line and to hold it as under normal conditions again. The
Brigade will be notified by Battalions that this order has been sent out by the code phrase
“Situation Normal at ________”.

ACKNOWLEDGE.

8.6.17. Sgd. A.O. Meredith, Major,
Brigade Major,

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

______________________________________________

SECRET.

7th Canadian Inf. Bde.
B.M.R. 9.

To:
R.C.R.
42nd Battalion.
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49th Battalion.
3rd Cdn. Divn. (For information)
3rd Cdn. Divn. Artillery do
--------------------------------------------------------

1. In accordance with arrangements made with 3rd Canadian Division, in the
event of a counter-attack while the raid is in progress, the S.O.S. barrage line will be
the “G” Line on the artillery barrage map issued with 7th Cdn. Inf. Bde. Operation
Order No. 96.

2. 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. B.M.R. 600/2 of the 6th instant, para. 3, sub-para (f)
will be amended accordingly.

3. ACKNOWLEDGE.

8.6.17. Sgd. A.O. Meredith, Major,
Brigade Major,

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

______________________________________________

SECRET.

7th Canadian Inf. Bde.
B.M.R. 1.

To:
R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
42nd Battalion.
49th Battalion.
4th C.M.R. Battalion.
7th Cdn. M. G. Coy.
7th Cdn. T. M. Bty.
--------------------------

The pass word for tonight will be “HIGHBALL”. The 49th Battalion
will please inform the 87th Battalion.

ACKNOWLEDGE.

8.6.17. Sgd. A.O. Meredith, Major,
Brigade Major,

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

______________________________________________
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SECRET.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE. Copy No....34….

OPERATION ORDER NO.95. 7th June 1917.

1. The 4th Canadian Division are co-operating with the 1 Corps on their Northern
Boundary at a Zero hour which is 3¼ hours before the Zero hour at which the
remainder of the 4th Canadian Division is attacking in conjunction with the 7th
Canadian Inf. Bde.

2. The Brigade will attack on the night 8th/9th June in accordance with
instructions previously issued.

3. Zero hour will be communicated separately to all concerned.

4. Amended artillery barrage time tables are attached.

5. (a) The withdrawal will commence at Zero plus 90 minutes. The withdrawal of the
covering parties will commence at Zero plus 120 minutes.

(b) The special signal for the withdrawal of the covering parties will be coloured
star and gold and silver rain rockets fired at ten seconds interval in succession for say
at least one minute, from Battalion Headquarters of Attacking Battalions.

(7th Canadian Inf. Bde. B.M.R. 600/2 dated 6.6.17 para. 3, sub-para (c) is amended
accordingly).

6. The following code words will be used:
CREAM -- All going well.
SCOTCH -- Attacking troops assembled in

Jumping-off trenches.
SHERRY -- Withdrawal completed.

7. In order to deceive the enemy, a visual signal station will be established in the
vi cinity of HILL 145. This station will be employed in sending dummy messages
after the withdrawal has been completed.

8. Signal time will be sent out daily by runner at 11 a.m. and 9.30 p.m. Watches
of all ranks will be carefully synchronized.

9. ACKNOWLEDGE.

A. O. Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
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7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
Issued through Signals at 4.00 p.m.
Copies to:

1, 2 3 – 3rd Canadian Division.
4 – R.C.R.
5 - P.P.C.L.I.
6 – 42nd Battalion.
7 – 49th Battalion.
8 – 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
9 – 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.

10 – D.M.G.O.
11 – 7th Field Coy. C.E.
12 – 8th Canadian Inf. Bde.
13 – 9th Canadian Inf. Bde.
14 – 11th Canadian Inf. Bde.
15 – 3rd Canadian Inf. Bde.

16-18 – War Diary.

______________________________________________

CONFIDENTIAL & SECRET.

7th Canadian Inf. Bde.

B.M.R. 690.

Officer Commanding,
R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
42nd Battalion.
49th Battalion.
7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
---------------------------

Reference 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No. 95. Zero hour
for 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade in co-operation with 4th Canadian Division is 11:45
p.m. 8th June.

ACKNOWLEDGE.

(Sgd.) A.O. Meredith,
Major,

Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

7.6.17.
D.

_____________________________________________________
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SECRET.

7th Canadian Inf. Bde.
B.M.R. 600/2.

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade B.M.R. 600, forwarded under
7th Canadian Inf. Bde. B.M.R. 600/1, dated 1.6.17,

is amended as follows as the Operation
is now being carried out as a Raid.

Paras. 1, 2 3 and 12 are cancelled and the following substituted:-

1. Information. At a time and date to be notified later the Canadian Corps (3rd
and 4th Canadian Divisions) will raid the general objective shown on
the attached map.

The troops to be employed by the 3rd Canadian Division are:-

(i) 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. for the raid.
(ii) 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. one Battalion to hold the right sub-

section of the Divisional front, to be attached to the 7th Canadian Inf.
Bde.

Headquarters and three Battalions in QUARRIES Area in
reserve.
(iii) 9th Canadian Inf. Bde. in reserved at VILLERS AU BOIS.

The 87th Battalion of the 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade will be
on the left of the 49th Battalion (E.R.).

2. Objectives: 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade:

1st Objective:

Enemy front and support lines from railway embankment
at T.2.c.9.2. – T.2.c.4.4. – T.1.b.9.0. – T.1.b.2.1.

Final Objective:

Enemy’s strong point in ruined houses at T.2.b.3.1.
westerly along enemy’s reserve line from T.2.d.2.9. to bend at
T.2.a.1½.4. thence North Westerly along AGENT Trench to its
junction with BALSAM Trench at T.1.b.9.6½. BALSAM
Trench will be inclusive to the 7th Canadian Inf. Bde.
throughout). (The 4th Canadian Division objectives will now
also include AGENT Trench from 7th Cdn. Inf. Bde. boundary
North Westerly). A defensive flank to be formed East of the
Railway, the enemy trenches in T.2.d. to be blocked and posts
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established at about T.2.d.2.3., T.2.d.2.4½. the flank to be
continued south along existing trench along side and East of the
Railway to present front Line in T.8.a.8.8.

After the Final Objective has been captured posts will be
established at the following approximate locations:

T.2.b.4.½. - In C.T. running along East side of
Railway.

T.2.d.2½.2. - To command Sunken Road.
T.1.b.9½.7. - In BALSAM Trench.
NOTE: Posts with Lewis guns will be estab lished on the line
T.8.b.7.1–T.8.b.6.5. - T.8.b.5.9½. prior to the operation, and will be
occupied before Z hour in order to secure and extend the right flank of
the operation, and will be supported by new locality “E” (Front Line
East of Railway in T.8.a.).

7th Canadian Inf. Bde. Secret Map No.A.D.1. series, forwarded
under B.M.R. 600/1, 1.6.17, should be amended in accordance with the
above.

3. Plan of
Attack. (a) Infantry:

The attack will be carried out by raiding parties of the
R.C.R., 42nd Battalion (R.H.C.) and 49th Battalion (E.R.) in
accordance with plans submitted. The R.C.R. attacking on the Right,
the 42nd Battalion (R.H.C.) in the Centre and the 49th Battalion (E.R.)
on the Left.

(b) Moppers-up:

Assaulting troops will be responsible for their
own mopping-up, special attention being paid to the railway
embankment and suspected tunnel in enemy’s front line system at
approx. T.1.d.34.85.

(Stokes bombs will be carried by moppers-up to destroy
dugouts and tunnels).

(c) Withdrawal:

At zero plus “Y” minutes (probably 90 minutes) the
withdrawal will commence, the troops in the Final Objective
withdrawing through troops in the First Objective. Each Battalion will
detail a covering party of Lewis Gunners and Rifle Grenadiers to
remain in the Final Objective to cover the withdrawal.

When Battalion Commanders are satisfied that the covering
parties can be withdrawn they will report by wire or runner, if
necessary, to Brigade Report Centre and repeat to O’s.C. concerned.
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When word has been received from all Battalion Commanders, the
signal for the withdrawal of the covering parties will be given from
Brigade Report Centre by sending up coloured star and gold and silver
rain rockets.

Tapes daubed with luminous paint will be laid by
the 42nd and 49th Battalions as a guide to returning parties.

Battalion Commanders will also report to Brigade Report
Centre immediately the attacking troops are back in our own lines.

(d) Machine Guns:

Machine gun covering fire and barrages will be as laid
down by the D.M.G.O., 3rd Canadian Division.

(e) Stokes Guns:

Guns of the 7th Canadian Trench Mortar Battery will
be allotted to Battalion Commanders as required. The remaining guns
will be in Brigade Reserve in the QUARRIES Area.

(f) Artillery:

The action of the Artillery will be as laid down by
Divisional Headquarters.

The S.O.S. line until such time as the Brigade reports to
Divisional Headquarters that all attacking troops are back in our own
lines, will be the final line of the artillery barrage.

7. Assembly Areas (a) The Brigade will be assembled in accordance with Operation
& Allotment of Order No. 94, dated 5.6.17.
Communication
Trenches. On Y/Z night the attacking troops will move forward to the

jumping-off and front line trenches.
Before and during the attack Battalion Commanders will thin

out the garrison of the front line trenches as far as possible. After the
attack is over and the attacking troops have been withdrawn, and the
situation is quiet, a message “Normal Situation” will be sent by the
Brigade. On this message being received by the R.C.R., 42nd and
49th Battalions, they will resume defence of the line and hold it under
normal conditions again.

(b) Allotment of Communication Trenches:

R.C.R. - BLUE NOSE Trench.

42nd Bn. - BLUE NOSE Trench.
CENTRE Trench.
PICTOU Trench.
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49th Bn. - BADDECK Trench.

NOTE: BADDECK Trench from its junction with PICTOU
Southwards will be available for the use of the 42nd Battalion, but the
49th Battalion will have right of way.

(c) Boundaries in Assembly Areas:

Boundaries between Assaulting Battalions in Assembly areas on
Y/Z night will be as shown on 7th Cdn. Inf. Bde. Secret Map A.D.1.
series, dated 1.6.17.

18. Scheme of
Signal
Communication. 1. The Line to Advanced Division will be on buried cable.

2. Brigade Report Centre will be at R.C.R. Hqrs. and on a direct
buried cable line. The remainder of the Battalion Hqrs. will be on part
buried and part overland routes lines. In the event of these overland
lines being cut for any length of time, reports for Brigade should be sent
to the nearest of the following points:

Brigade Report Centre, Test dugout in BLUE NOSE Trench at
T.13.b.2.3. or Support Bn. Hqrs. S.18.d.8.2.
3. Visual. If possible the Divisional Visual station at VIMY
RIDGE will be on the buried cable to Brigade (exact location will be
given later).
4. Battalions: Battalions will, the night previous to the attack, lay
two alternate lines to the present front line.

A cable party from each Battalion will lay cable after
the third wave to Battalion Report Centre, at the following approx.
locations:

R.C.R. - Jct Railway and ACE Trench.
42nd Bn. - Jct BEAVER and ACE Trenches.
49th Bn. - Near Jct BAT and ACORN Trenches.

5. Visual Each Battalion will have a Lucas signalling lamp at
Battalion Headquarters and at Adv. Bn. Report Centre to work with
Divisional Visual Station or Battalion Headquarters, if necessary.
6. There will be a Fullerphone at each Battalion Headquarters. No
telephones of any kind will be installed forward of Battalion
Headquarters before zero hour.

--------

Para. 10 “Scheme of Consolidation” is cancelled.

--------

ACKNOWLEDGE.
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A O Meredith

Major,
Brigade Major,

6.6.17. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

To:
3rd Canadian Division.
R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
42nd Battalion.
49th Battalion.
7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.
8th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
9th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
11th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
7th Field Coy. C.E.
D.M.G.O.

_____________________________________________

SECRET

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE Copy No…….23.

OPERATION ORDER NO.94. 5th June 1917.

Ref: Map 36.c.S.W. 1/10,000.

1. The Brigade will relieve the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade in the QUARRIES
Area on the 6th of June 1917.

2. On the night 7th/8th June, the Brigade will relieve the 8th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Headquarters and three Battalions in the line. One Battalion of the 8th
Canadian Infantry Brigade will remain in the line in the right sub-section under the
orders of the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

3. Moves and reliefs will be carried out in accordance with the attached
Appendices. On completion of relief on night 7th/8th June, dispositions of the
R.C.R., 42nd Battalion (R.H.C.) and 49th Battalion (E.R.) will be as shown on the
attached artillery tracing.

4. All details of reliefs will be arranged directly between Officers Commanding
concerned.

5. One Officer and four Other Ranks per company of the R.C.R., 42nd Battalion
(R.H.C.) and 49th Battalion (E.R.) will report to Headquarters 8th Canadian Infantry
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Brigade on June 6th at times given below, where they will be met by guides to take
them to the Companies they are relieving or the area into which they are moving:

R.C.R. - 2.30 p.m.
42nd Battalion - 3.00 p.m.
49th Battalion - 3.30 p.m.

6. Relieving troops will not move over VIMY RIDGE before 10.00 p.m.

7. Completion of Moves and Reliefs on the night 7th/8th June will be reported
immediately to Brigade Headquarters and Battalions of the 8th Canadian Infantry
Brigade concerned, by the code phrase “Your B.M.R. No. 94 received at “.

Completion of Moves on 6th June will be reported to Brigade Headquarters in
clear.

8. Brigade Headquarters will close at VILLERS AU BOIS and open at FORT
GEORGE (near Advanced Divisional Headquarters) at 8.00 p.m. 6th June.

Advanced Brigade Headquarters will open at ZOLLERN HOUSE at 9.00 p.m.
7th June.

9. ACKNOWLEDGE.

A O Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at 8 P.M.

Copies to:
1, 2 3 – 3rd Canadian Division.

4 – R.C.R.
5 – P.P.C.L.I.
6 – 42nd Battalion.
7 – 49th Battalion.
8 – 7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
9 – 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.

10 – 8th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
11 – 9th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
12 – 11th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
13 – Bde. Bomb Officer.
14 – Bde. Signal Officer.
15 – Bde. Transport Officer.
16 – 7th Field Coy. C.E.
17 – D.M.G.O.
18 – Camp Commandant, Tunnel Area.
19 – 10th Cdn. Field Ambulance.
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20 – No.2 Coy. 3rd Cdn. Divnl. Train.
21 – Hqrs. 3rd Cdn. Divnl. Train.

22-24 – War Diary.
25-35 – Office.

_________________________________________

Appendix

_________________________________________

Appendix

__________________________________________

7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
---------------------------------------

B.M.R. 600/1.

To:
3rd Canadian Division.
R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
42nd Battalion.
49th Battalion.
7th Cdn. M.G. Coy.
7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.
8th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
9th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
11th Cdn. Inf. Bde.
7th Field Coy. C.E.
D.M.G.O.
------------------------------------

REFERENCE 1019 G.

1. Herewith one copy of 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. “Instructions to
Units for the attack and Capture of Objectives as ordered by the 3rd Canadian
Division”. Also one copy of Secret Map No. A.D.1. , giving objectives and
boundaries.

2. This cancels 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. “Outline Scheme of Attack”
dated 22.5.17, and 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. B.M.R. 566, dated 27.5.17.

3. ACKNOWLEDGE.
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(Sgd.) A.O. MEREDITH,
Major,

Brigade Major,
1.6.17. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

D.

____________________________________________________

SECRET.

INSTRUCTIONS TO UNITS OF THE 7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY
BRIGADE FOR THE ATTACK AND CAPTURE OF

OBJECTIVES AS GIVEN BELOW. B.M.R. 600.

Ref. Map 36.c.S.W.3.
7th C.I. Bde. Secret Map A.D.1. (Series)

1. Information. At a time and date to be notified later the Canadian Corps (3rd
and 4th Canadian Divisions) will attack and capture the general
objective shown on the attached map.

The 1st Corps is attacking on the left of the 1st Canadian
Division.

The troops to be employed by the 3rd Canadian Division are:-

(i) 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. for the assault, capture and
consolidation of the objective.

(ii) 8th Canadian Inf. Bde. two Battalions to hold the Right
Sub-section of the Divisional Front to be attached to the 7th Canadian Inf. Bde.

Headquarters and two Battalions in QUARRIES Area in
Reserve.

(iii) 9th Canadian Inf. Bde. in Reserve at VILLERS AU
BOIS.

The 87th Battalion of the 11th Canadian Inf. Bde. will be
on the left of the 49th Battalion (E.R.).

2. Objectives. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade:

1st Objective:

Enemy front and support lines from railway embankment at
T.2.c.9.2. – T.2.c.4.4. – T.1.b.9.0. – T.1.b.2.1.

Final Objective:


